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Asia-Pacific Satellite Data Exchange and 
Utilisation (APSDEU) Meeting 
17 – 19 February 2010

Bureau of Meteorology, Melbourne

Information Sheet
Date and Venue

The Asia-Pacific Data Exchange and Utilisation Meeting will be held in the 6th floor meeting room, Bureau of Meteorology Building, 700 Collins street, Docklands from Wednesday 17th to Friday 19th of February, 2010. The meeting will begin at 09:30 am on the Wednesday and finish at 01:00 pm on the Friday.

Meeting Language


The meeting will be conducted in English.

Accommodation


The following hotels have blocks of rooms available over the meeting period at the following rates (none of these are reserved).
Batman’s Hill on Collins

5 rooms



$140 per night

The Oak’s on Collins

10 Studio 


$169 per night

executive apartments

$181 with breakfast

Intercontinental (The Rialto)
5 rooms



$315 prepaid (no refund)








$350 









$395 with breakfast


Other hotels within easy walking distance of the Bureau of Meteorology building include:

The Hotel Enterprize
The Hilton South Wharf
The Vibe Savoy Hotel Melbourne
Quest Apartments Docklands
and there are several more. If you wish to have us book accommodation for you please indicate this, as well as your choice of hotel, check-in and check-out dates on the Attendance form. Some hotels may require credit card details to secure a room in which case we will forward this request on to you to make the arrangements.
Visas

Unless you are from New Zealand or Norfolk Island you will need to obtain a visa to enter Australia. You can check which type of visa is appropriate for you by reading the included file (Visa_Info_July_09.pdf) or by accessing the following link. 

Australian Department of Immigration: Visas
Airport and travel to the CBD


Tullamarine International Airport is the main Melbourne airport for both international and domestic flights (Tullamarine Airport). Taxi and bus services operate between the airport and the Melbourne CBD. A taxi fare between Melbourne airport and the CBD is approximately $40. The Melbourne Skybus service operates between the airport and the Southern Cross train station which is a few minutes walk from the Bureau of Meteorology building and a number of hotels. A one way Skybus ticket costs $16 and $26 return. Many hotels also offer an airport shuttle service.
Jetstar airways offer limited International and domestic services landing at Avalon airport. Avalon is approximately 55 km from Melbourne. (Avalon Airport)
Taxi fare from Avalon to the Melbourne CBD is approximately $80. A bus service is offered by Sunbus and cost is approximately $18 dollars one-way or $32 return.

Currency


The local currency is the Australian dollar (AUD). As of the 30/11/2009 the AUD buys £0.55, €0.61 and $0.90 USD. Other exchange rates can be calculated using the following link (Exchange Rates).

Credit cards are accepted almost everywhere.

Time Zone


Australia has three standard time zones, Western Australia (+8 UTC), Northern Territory and South Australia (+9:30 UTC), Queensland, New South, Victoria, Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory (+10 UTC). Australian daylight savings will be in effect in February so add 1 hour to these times for New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory. All other states and territories do not participate in day light savings. Melbourne will be 11 hours ahead of UTC during the meeting.  
Climate


While Melbourne is prone to rapid and large extremes in the weather, February is generally, fine, dry and hot. 


The mean maximum temp for February 2009 was 28.1 °C and the mean minimum temperature was 16.5 °C. Melbourne’s highest ever maximum temperature of 46.4 °C was recorded on the 7th of February, 2009.

Almost all hotels, restaurants, public buildings and bars are air-conditioned as are the taxis, trains and many of the trams.

Travel in and around the CBD


Taxis cost around $3.20 flag fall and $1.62 per kilometre. Trains, trams and buses can all be used with a Metcard that can be purchased from most convenience stores, on-board trams and at train stations. A daily ticket cost $6.80 for travel within the inner city area.


Trams are an easy and convenient way to travel within the CBD. Most major streets within the CBD have tram lines and these intersect at regular intervals. Most areas within the CBD are only a few minutes walk from a tram stop. Trams can also be used to travel to  entertainment/dining precincts such as Carlton, Richmond, South Yarra and St Kilda. 

More information can be found at (Public Transport) 
Internet access


Internet access will be available for the duration of the meeting in the 6th floor meeting room by LAN and wireless LAN connections.
Bureau of Meteorology Contacts


Dr. Anthony Rea
Bureau of Meteorology, GPO Box 1289


Melbourne, VIC, Australia, 3001


E-mail: A.Rea@bom.gov.au

Phone: +61 3 9669 4168 


Leon Majewski

Bureau of Meteorology, GPO Box 1289


Melbourne, VIC, Australia, 3001


E-mail: Leon.Majewski@bom.gov.au

Phone: +61 3 9669 4746
Other useful information 

Bureau of Meteorology website:

Bureau of Meteorology
Meeting Website:


APSDEU-10 Melbourne
Visit Melbourne:



Visit Melbourne
Melbourne Tram Network

Tram Network
