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Framework
The first Asia-Pacific Satellite Data Utilisation and Exchange (APSDEU) meeting was arranged by JMA, and held at Tokyo, Japan, 2-4 February, 1999.  The meeting aims set then have largely carried through to later meetings.  APSDEU provides a relatively informal forum for presentation and discussion of scientific, practical and planning aspects of Asia-Pacific satellite data utilisation and exchange.
APSDEU has also become a principal mechanism for coordination of Asia-Pacific Regional ATOVS Retransmission Service (AP-RARS) actions, from APSDEU-6, following the First RARS Workshop in Darmstadt, 16-17 Dec 2004.  AP-RARS provides near-real time access to processed ATOVS data from local direct broadcast reception sites.  The timeliness of the data significantly increases the skill of Numerical Weather Prediction.  RARS aims to provide 90% global coverage with 30 minutes timeliness from start of data reception from each satellite pass.
Within the RARS project, WMO Space Program Office acts as a central coordinator/facilitator and arranges meetings and workshops in order to assist in the implementation. Aspects requiring global co-ordination are addressed by the RARS-IG. Other important issues, requiring mainly regional co-ordination, are addressed either by the RARS-IG or within existing meeting frameworks (including APSDEU meetings in the case of the Asia-Pacific RARS).  Further information is provided in the Terms of Reference for the AP-RARS coordinator.
Overall APSDEU terms of reference
The objective of APSDEU is to co-ordinate and facilitate, in conjunction with appropriate bodies:
· collection, maintenance and dissemination of member and relevant global satellite data requirements

· inter-regional exchange of satellite and related data, including RARS data

· standardisation in the areas of, e.g.:

· product processing software usage;

· product formats;

· quality-tagging of data

· service management

· exchange of information on the use of satellite data

· exchange of information on the current and future availability of and access to satellite data

· management and improvement of telecommunications issues, including both GTS and alternative dissemination methods (e.g. internet, EUMETCast).
An APSDEU website is to be produced and maintained.

Invitation of new APSDEU members with appropriate capabilities is to be encouraged.

APSDEU meetings
General meeting guidelines

· Discussions at APSDEU tend to be relatively informal to promote broad exchange of information.  The forum particularly involves satellite data producers, users and telecommunications experts in the Asia-Pacific region.

· APSDEU is normally held annually, and reports its activities to the WMO.  APSDEU activities relating to RARS are reported to annual WMO RARS Implementation Group meetings and vice-versa.  Relevant outcomes from the WMO IGDDS meeting are also presented at APSDEU.
· NWP centres and NMHs are encouraged to provide information on an ongoing basis to WMO and AP-RARS countries on data use (especially NWP impacts) and quality of AP-RARS data.  Such information should also form part of country reports at APSDEU.  Country reports include scientific, practical and user-requirement information, and include where applicable:
· current status and future plans of satellite data production, utilisation and exchange, including
· NWP data assimilation and impacts, and other recent and conspicuous scientific developments;

· information and plans related to satellite hardware (e.g. capabilities such as temporal, spatial and spectral resolution, launch dates and broadcast information);

· telecommunications;

· requirements for satellite data and exchange
· Meeting minutes should follow the NAEDEX example of numbering for easy reference.  This relates minute numbering with satellite requirements table numbering (subject to ratification of this approach by members in 2008).

· plan for the future of  APSDEU and AP-RARS, including succession arrangements as appropriate.  Countries consider hosting APSDEU, and the location of the next meeting.

Host country coordinator:

· invite appropriate organisations to attend APSDEU meetings, including strong encouragement for countries that have not attended in the past.

· A WMO observer (normally from the Space Program Office) should be invited by the host country coordinator to attend that meeting

· include appropriate terms of reference from this document in the meeting invitation (e.g. general meeting guidelines).

· ask for responses to previous action items in advance of the meeting (in conjunction with the AP-RARS coordinator)
Other member obligations for APSDEU
· members follow other appropriate standards for data exchange, such as use of approved WMO filenames on the GTS.

· members supply information to maintain a table with their requirements for satellite and related data, following the NAEDEX community example (subject to APSDEU adopting this standard).   xxx who does compilation?  AP_RARS coordinator, NOAA NESDIS, NOAA NWS?

AP-RARS Member obligations
· AP-RARS members notify the AP-RARS coordinator with details of any updates to their RARS focal points and communications contacts.  The AP-RARS coordinator maintains this list, and provides it to the WMO Space Program.

· AP-RARS members install the latest updates to AAPP within 3 months of release.  Members should be on the AAPP mailing list for notification of AAPP issues (details are at the end of this document).  Members should notify the AP-RARS coordinator and the AAPP manager when updates have been installed.

· Follow WMO-CGMS Standards for RARS Operators (available via the WMO Space Program website)

Links

Links to related meeting reports:
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/Reports.html
AAPP mailing list:

email listserv@listserv.eumetsat.int
with no subject

and in plain text without quotes, put the message, ‘sub L-aapp’.
