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Consolidated list of actions from the Seventh 

Asia-Pacific Satellite Data Exchange and Utilization (APSDEU-7) Group Meeting

1. INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this document is to present a consolidated list of actions from the 7th APSDEU group meeting that took place in Honolulu, Hawaii, 20-22 September 2006.
The actions are numbered yyyy-n-x where yyyy stands for the year and n for number of the APSDEU meeting when the action was raised.  The actions are then numbered (x) consecutively from 1.  Actions that followed-on from the APSDEU-6 meeting were renumbered 2006-7-x and are grouped in section 2.1.
For convenience, the original text of the action is provided in italic.

2. STATUS OF ACTIONS

2.1 Follow-on Actions from APSDEU-6 meeting

Action 2006-7-1:  David Griersmith agreed to email to APSDEU Members information on the GPS water vapour processing and options for exchange on the GTS including levels of processing e.g. zenith wet delay.  
Lead: BoM
Action 2006-7-2:  Dr Griersmith will send to APSDEU Members a table which will be filled out by each Member with their respective requirements for satellite and related data.  Members will then send the table back to Dr Griersmith for consolidation.  The Table is based on that used by the North America/Europe Data Exchange (“NAEDEX”) community and includes data types and priorities for access.  Dr Griersmith will then send a consolidated single table of requirements to Ms Barbara Banks (NOAA) and Mr Fred Branski (NWS).  
Lead: BoM and All
Action 2006-7-3:  APSDEU Members will review their potential ACARS data requirements and if necessary contact Mr Nakazono (anakazono@met.kishou.go.jp) of JMA in the first instance, for access to data available by Tokyo RTH, preferably in BUFR format.  
Lead: All
2.2 Asia-Pacific RARS Discussions

(a) Management and coordination

Action 2006-7-4:  The Asia-Pacific RARS Coordinator (Dr Griersmith) to provide all contributing  RARS countries, plus WMO and EUMETSAT, with a draft project plan including details of the evolving Asia-Pacific HRPT network and Asia-Pacific country RARS Focal Points, by end November 2006. 
Lead: A-P RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-5: AP-RARS Coordinator (Dr Griersmith) to maintain and circulate a table of focal point and RARS countries to send back updates (e.g. to confirm contact details or make corrections when staff responsibilities change).  Countries may be asked to provide an additional communications contact person.
Lead: A-P RARS Coordinator and All
(b) Further operational consolidation and development of the AP-RARS

Action 2006-7-6:  The AP-RARS Coordinator Dr Griersmith will contact HRPT station operators by end of October 2006, to seek provision of their real time ATOVS data as further contributions to the AP-RARS. Likely stations include Singapore, Honolulu, Manila, New Zealand and Fiji.

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator

Action 2006-7-7:  The AP-RARS Coordinator to specifically contact Bill Ward to seek clarification over the data processing flow and data availability for Honolulu HRPT data with a view to achieving the optimum configuration to inject those data into the AP-RARS.  It was noted that the latest version AAPP was required with data in L1c BUFR, conforming to the GTS filenaming standard.

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-8:  The AP-RARS Coordinator to investigate appropriate mechanisms to seek potential access to USA Air Force HRPT stations in Hickham, Guam and Kwajalein, Marshall Islands.

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-9: The AP-RARS Coordinator to inform Japan, China and Korea (and other relevant countries) of the status of testing for the implementation of new HRPT stations in the region. 

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-10:  HRPT station operators in the Asia-Pacific region to investigate (a) direct reception of ASCAT data from Metop-2, (b) processing of those data using KNMI software.
Lead: AP Region HRPT station operators
Recommendation 2006-7-1: Further discussion centered on filling ATOVS gaps over the Pacific.  Gilles Verner suggested that the Hawaii data be added to EARS - NOAA will look into it.  Griersmith will contact NOAA and USAF re getting access to HRPT data from various stations including Honolulu, for AP-RARS. Bill Ward mentioned that the US Air Force is understood to operate HRPT stations at Guam and Marshall Islands, so Griersmith agreed to make contact with them - those stations might fill important gaps.  L1b data from Honolulu is processed and available.  Either L1b data could be obtained from Washington to Melbourne or those data could be fed to the EARS system in NOAA/NESDIS.  Data ultimately need to be in AAPP and BUFR format.

(c) Standardization including file naming

Action 2006-7-11: The AP-RARS Coordinator to inform HRPT station operators of release dates for each new AAPP version.

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-12:  Asia-Pacific Region HRPT station operators and data processing nodes to coordinate and upgrade to the latest version of AAPP as soon as practicable (e.g. Version 6 to coincide with Metop-2 launch around October 2006)
Lead: AP Region HRPT station operators and Data Processing Nodes
Action 2006-7-13:  AP-RARS countries to refine and agree on improvements to the file naming convention noting the requirement for consistency with EUMETSAT.  The AP-RARS Coordinator will facilitate this activity.   The convention is overall:

Z_RARS_C_cccc_yyyyMMddhhmmss_Rrrr_(AAPP filename)_bufr.bin

The AP-RARS Coordinator to contact other countries as soon as possible on the following three issues to achieve standardisation:

(a) confirm that hhmmss refers to the time of creation of the BUFR file (?)

(b) confirm that rrr is lower case for the station identifier

(c) implement AAPP output run-naming convention as the standard

Lead: AP-RARS countries
Action 2006-7-14: The Asia-Pacific RARS Coordinator to make further contact with European colleagues (e.g. UKMO, WMO and Eumetsat) to ensure consistency across regions via a single consolidated global ATOVS file naming convention for data on the GTS.
Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-15:  In close coordination with WMO and Eumetsat, the Asia-Pacific RARS Coordinator will provide information to the Asia-Pacific community (AP-RARS and APSDEU countries) on the latest documentation for Standards such as file naming conventions, data compression standards, protocols for intra and inter-regional exchange.   

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-16:  The Asia-Pacific RARS Coordinator to contact EUMETSAT concerning quality issues and then circulate further information on EUMETSAT quality software and its applicability and availability for the AP-RARS.

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
Action 2006-7-17:  The Asia-Pacific RARS Coordinator to contact WMO/EUMETSAT with list of proposed three letter unique station identifiers to seek ratification.  Coordinator to thereafter propose identifiers for each new HRPT station as it is added to the baseline network.

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
(d) Inter-regional data exchanges

Action 2006-7-18:  NWS Fred Branski to coordinate with Mr Saito (JMA) re Tokyo RTH and Mr Gilles Verner for Canada MSC, for purposes of the exchange of both European and Asia-Pacific ATOVS data.

Lead: NOAA/NWS, JMA and MSC
(e) AP-RARS data base

Action 2006-7-19: The Asia-Pacific RARS Coordinator to establish a data base of all HRPT stations in the AP-RARS baseline network in coordination with ITSC/WMO.  To achieve this each station operator to provide the Coordinator with a Status Report by end of October 2006, using the format (based on a report from KMA) to be distributed by the Coordinator.

Lead: AP-RARS Coordinator
(f)  ADM (Advance Dissemination Method) trial

Recommendation 2006-7-2: The meeting expressed its great appreciation that China had agreed to lead the progress on an ADM trial specifically involving C-band satellite broadcast over the Asia-Pacific region (called "FengyunCast").  Dr Griersmith said that he envisaged that Australia would write to China expressing its appreciation and support and would offer to assist in a prototype or test system, for example via provision of real time data and operation of a ground user reception station.  APSDEU-7 countries were invited to email Dr Griersmith for information on FengyunCast that was provided at the recent 3rd RARS/IGDDS meeting.

Overall the meeting would welcome information from China on the development and proposed implementation of FengyunCast.

(g)  Impact of AP-RARS data on NWP modeling and other user areas

Action 2006-7-20:  NWP Centres and NMHSs are encouraged to provide information on an ongoing basis to WMO, and AP-RARS countries on data use (especially NWP impacts) and quality of AP-RARS data.  

Lead: NWP centers, NMHSs
2.3 General discussions on APSDEU matters

Action 2006-7-21:  KMA/KARI to continue ongoing provision of information on COMS applications and product availability, to the APSDEU community.

Lead: KMA/KARI
Action 2006-7-22:  The APSDEU-8 host country coordinator/focal point to liaise with APSDEU member countries with the aim of strong encouragement for appropriate other countries to attend APSDEU-8 that were unable to attend APSDEU-7 or have not been present in the past.

Lead: APSDEU-8 coordinator
Action 2006-7-23:  WMO Observer to be invited by APSDEU-8 host country coordinator to attend that meeting.

Lead: APSDEU-8 coordinator
Action 2006-7-24:  NOAA/NESDIS to distribute NAEDEX CDs to the APSDEU community and also APSDEU CDs to the NAEDEX community.  

Lead: NOAA/NESDIS
Action 2006-7-25: NOAA/NWS will update and make available new web pages for APSDEU by a target date of end of December 2006.  Mr Fred Branski will take the lead on this issue.  

Lead: NOAA/NWS
Action 2006-7-26:  Gene Legg to provide to APSDEU members with a list of EDRs (Environmental Data Records) from NPP and NPOESS and information on IPO (Integrated Program Office - for NPP and NPOESS) development of processing software for DB stations for NPP and NPOESS.

Lead: Gene Legg
Action 2006-7-27:  Marlin Perkins to provide information to JAXA on satellites carrying microwave radiometers and sounders which could complement the GPM program.

Lead: Marlin Perkins

Recommendation 2006-7-3: Dr Shim from KMA expressed interest in accessing global geostationary radiances for NWP assimilation.  Clear sky radiance data for Meteosat are available on the GTS.  JMA may consider a similar distribution arrangement if there is a requirement from NWP centers.  Mr Kurino in the MSC, JMA may be contacted.  NOAA makes available radiance data and will investigate clear sky radiance data availability.

2.3 Next meeting
Action 2006-7-28:  APSDEU Member countries to investigate by end of October 2006 and advise other countries of their views on hosting APSDEU-8.

Lead: All
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