ACTIONS FROM RARS-IG 1
Action RARS-IG-1.1:
The Asia-Pacific RARS coordinator to provide a report to the next meeting of the ITSC on the status of the RARS initiative and to seek user feedback on i) the impact of the use of ATOVS data, and ii) user requirements for the further development of the RARS network.

Action RARS-IG-1.2:
All RARS Operators to develop proposals for the allocation of A1A2ii for the cases where T1T2 is set to “IN” in accordance with Attachment II-5 of the Manual on the GTS, in co-operation with the CBS Expert Team on GTS-WIS Operations and implementation – applicable to future RARS data.
Action RARS-IG-1.3:
For files that only contain RARS data, all Coordinators to standardize the practices for file naming by using the general file naming convention with pflag set to “W”, to start implementing the WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata standard (version 1.0 adopted by CBS-Ext.(06)), and to contribute to the further development of these standards, in particular through the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation.

Action RARS-IG-1.4:
EUMETSAT (Simon Elliott) to propose appropriate sub-categories of category 003 for ATOVS and sub-categories of 012 for ASCAT, and communicate them to the Implementation Group by the end of August 2007.

Action RARS-IG-1.5:
All RARS Coordinators to implement the filenaming convention with product identifiers using data designator category 003 and sub-categories to be defined (see above EUMETSAT action) in Common Table C-13 of the Manual on Codes. 

Action RARS-IG-1.6:
In order to identify HRPT stations in a coherent manner, all RARS Coordinators to make coordinated proposals for unambiguous sub-centre identifying numbers that would be proposed for inclusion in a future update of the common Table C-12 of the Manual on Codes, in coordination with the CBS Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes. Due date:
end of September 2007

Action RARS-IG-1.7:
The Coordinator of the Brazilian component of the South American RARS is invited to propose a different acronym for the Manaus HRPT station by the end of September 2007.

Action RARS-IG-1.8:
EUMETSAT to discuss the technical options with SAWS (contact point: Nico Kroese) and to propose a way forward for SAWS contribution to the global RARS network (addressing stations, processing centre and communications links) by the end of 2007.

Action RARS-IG-1.9:
WMOSP to investigate the possible use of Ascension Island (at approximately 8°S, 14.5°W), to check the existence of an HRPT station and suitable telecommunications links by the end of July 2007.

Action RARS-IG-1.10:
The Asia-Pacific RARS Coordinator to approach relevant HRPT operators with the objective of expanding coverage in the Central and South Pacific.

Action RARS-IG-1.11:
All RARS operators to consider upgrading their reception stations to take advantage of the availability of Metop data and report at the next RARS-IG meeting. 

Action RARS-IG-1.12:
The WMOSP to inform the various Regional Associations of the increased availability of RARS data and seek feedback from NWP operators,  via the Regional Rapporteurs on Space matters – due date January 2008.

Action RARS-IG-1.13:
BoM agreed to develop a generic RARS website for propagation to, or use by, other processing centres by the end of 2007 (taking due account of the information contained in the RARS Operator Standards) and the existing EUMETSAT EARS web-site material.

Action RARS-IG-1.14:
The WMOSP to send a letter to the NWP SAF, providing the contact details of all the RARS Operators and inviting the NWP SAF to initiate the full monitoring of the global RARS network before the end of 2007 – action due date: before end-September 2007.

Action RARS-IG-1.15:
EUMETSAT took the action to rework the concept diagram to make it more generic (taking due account of the need for consistency with the other diagrams within the web-site) – due date end-August 2007.

Action RARS-IG-1.16:
WMOSP to update the WMO RARS web-site to reflect the following comments:

a)
entry through a short overview page with easy access to lower level menus;

b)
overview diagram should be generic;

c)
the page entitled “Achieving RARS Objectives” should be renamed “Implementation Status” and the three key coverage diagrams should be given a much higher profile;

d)
high-level objective to be highlighted (ATOVS data from 90% of the globe available with 30 minutes timeliness);

e)
a separate section should present the benefits of the RARS initiative ;

f)
the mechanism for accessing data should be made more explicit (via links and contact points);

g)
prepare inclusion of a section on RARS quality monitoring.

Due date: end-September 2007

Action RARS-IG-1.17:
The coordinators of the Argentinean and Brazilian components of the South American RARS to finalise the implementation of their plans as reflected in Annex IV.

Action RARS-IG-1.18:
WMOSP to request updated tabular information twice a year in order to support the periodic update of the WMO RARS web-site.

Next meeting: May 2008

