WIS File-naming Convention and WIS Core Metadata Profile Standards
Summary provided by the WIS Project Manager, July 2007

As noted in the draft report of the first meeting of the WMO IGDDS Implementation Group in paragraph 8.4, the main structural requirements of WIS are for centres to be able to provide information in files with unique names, and that for each file name or family of filenames, there needs to be a partner metadata file.

File naming convention

With respect to unique filenames, Mr Pierre Kerherve (WMO Secretariat) had provided a briefing to the first meeting of the RARS Implementation Group on Code and Format Harmonisation Issues (RARS IG-1 Item 6). This paper goes into specific details about the file naming conventions requirements for WMO systems for the RARS information. Kerherve’s paper is based on the Manual on GTS Attachment II–15 “Recommended Practices and Procedures for the Implementation, Use and Application of TCP/IP on the GTS.”  The Manual on GTS is available online via the WMO GTS Web Page at

 http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/Operational_Information/WMO386/ManOnGTS.html 

In particular, WIS Filenames ideally take the form of

where components other than the ‘free format’ component are defined in the above reference, presently on page A.II-15/32. Mr Kerherve noted that the RARS community were already working on a standard for filling in the free format component, and with the exception of one or two issues were near completion.

Metadata file

The key to interoperability within WIS, is the ability to easily read and search on metadata that provides a high level description of what the information is, its purpose, geographical extent and where to access the information. The WIS Metadata Working group have identified that the metadata standard to be used is the ISO19115, accompanied by the other ISO19100 series standards as needed. To be compliant with the ISO19115 standard at the highest level is depicted in examples included in ISO19115. However, the Metadata Working group have identified several shortcomings in the standard and have created a profile of the standard which has some additional compulsory and optional components. 

The WMO profile is available online from the WMO data management page at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WDM/wdm.html and under metadata, WMO core profile of the ISO metadata standard or directly from
http://wis.wmo.int/2006/metadata/WMO Core Metadata Profile (October 2006)/documentation.htm 

Note that to utilise the ISO profile, you require a copy of the ISO standard 19115 from ISO.
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