Input session 3:

J. Lafeuille recalled the two main thrusts of the WMO Space Programme, which are to develop the space-based Global Observing System in response to user requirements, and to enhance the abilities of users to take benefit of these space-based capabilities. 

As concerns the first aspect, he informed the group on the important CBS decision to initiate a re-design of the space-based GOS in order to optimize it and to fully respond to the needs of climate monitoring. The new vision of the GOS to 2025 will include a radio-occultation sounding constellation, a comprehensive approach of ocean surface topography and sea surface wind vector observation, and operational provisions for measuring global precipitation, Earth radiation budget, atmospheric composition and specific imagery features. The Global Space-based Inter-Calibration System (GSICS) will ensure consistent data quality. As concerns the second, user-oriented, aspect, he informed the group on the information available through the WMO Space Programme website (www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat ) and mentioned training activities around the Virtual Laboratory concept. Facilitating data access and improving the timeliness of polar-orbiting sounder data were important objectives that motivated the IGDDS and RARS projects respectively.
The RARS Implementation Group had met on 3-4 July 2007 and reviewed progress achieved in EARS, AP-RARS and South-American RARS. It recommended actions to inform the user community, namely through report to ITSC and through the RARS pages of WMO website (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/sat/RARS.html). The group highlighted the need to solve outstanding issues with filenames; it reviewed filenamimg practices across the different regional RARS and was briefed on relevant CTS and WIS conventions.  The RARS-IG-1 document “Code and Format Harmonization issues” was thus circulated to APSDEU-8  for further reference. RARS-IG also recommended expanding the RARS global network with particular attention to the current gaps over central Pacific, South-Atlantic, Central America and Africa. The RARS-IG confirmed the readiness of the EUMETSAT NWP SAF, hosted by the Met Office (UK), to perform overall monitoring of the whole global RARS network.  J.Lafeuille furthermore reported on the high appreciation of WMO Members for the RARS that had a clear positive impact on NWP.

The IGDDS Implementation Group had reviewed the implementation status of the project on 5-6 July 2007 and highlighted 6 important issues: 
(1) Establishing data requirements for each regional dissemination service. This is expected to be conducted at regional or sub-regional level and to take advantage of the requirements derived by APSDEU and NAEDEX for NWP centres. IGDDS-IG 1 had agreed a sequence of 3 actions to identify requirements of Asia-Pacific countries for possible additions to the FengYunCast dissemination service. Because of their particular relevance to APSDEU they are reported below:
Action IGDDS-IG-1.9:
CMA to provide the current FengYunCast product dissemination schedule to the IG by the end of August 2007.

Action IGDDS-IG-1.10: JMA, BoM and KMA to express their requirements for proposed  additions to the FengYunCast dissemination schedule, to enhance the regional operational value, by end of September, in order to allow a presentation and discussion at APSDEU-8, with a view to obtaining a consolidated regional proposal from APSDEU-8 (to be formally communicated to CMA following APSDEU-8).

Action IGDDS-IG-1.11: CMA to investigate the feasibility of adding the requested products to the FengYunCast dissemination schedule and to provide a timetable for their introduction by the end of 2007.

(2) Ensuring quasi-global coverage by DVB satellite dissemination services in accordance with agreed requirements. The group noted particular situation of South-America which benefited of EUMETCAST-America on a provisional basis, and of a new Geonetcast-Americas service established by NOAA in the GEO context with a particular focus on environmental value-added products. 
(3) Ensuring robustness. This is particularly important for operational applications given the high level of concentration of multiple data flows on a limited number of dissemination services. This should be addressed by specifying high reliability of each element and, in parallel, by identifying alternative routes for possible back-up in the context of the WIS and with the support of Internet.
(4) Inter-regional data exchange between regional hubs
(5) Appropriate user support. In this respect, BOM had volunteered to act as a pilot foreign user of CMA’s FengYunCast and provide feedback to CMA.

(6) Compliance with WIS standards. This is particularly relevant to filenaming and metadata. The IGDDS-IG had agreed two pilot actions, one by EUMETSAT to implement the standard to ATOVS RARS data and the other by BOM to apply it to marine data.
With reference to Action IGDDS-1.9 above, since CMA unfortunately could not be represented at the APSDEU-8 meeting, J. Lafeuille presented the dissemination schedule provided by CMA. The meeting felt that the sequence of actions agreed by IGDDS-IG was a very important process to evolve FengYuncast from a national to a regional IGDDS component. The group expressed its high appreciation to CMA and took action to respond on possible additional requirements.

Conclusion session
…

J. Lafeuille thanked APSDEU for the opportunity to attend the meeting as an observer and expressed the great appreciation of WMO for the important role of APSDEU to foster satellite data exchange and satellite data use for the benefit of WMO Members in Asia-Pacific and beyond.

