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STATUS AND PLANS OF IGDDS AND GEONETCAST DVB-S SERVICES:
GEONETCast and GEONETCast Americas

(Submitted by P. Seymour)
	Summary and Purpose of Document

Information is provided on the status of the overall GEONETCast system, and more specifically on the GEONETCast-Americas component. 


ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to take note.
______________________

Appendices:
A.
GEONETCast global status update, 23 January 2009.

B.
GEONETCast Americas global status update, 23 January 2009. 
GEONETCast Global Status Update – IGDDS – JANUARY 23

GEONETCast is a worldwide information dissemination system by which satellite and in situ data, products and services are transmitted to users through communications satellites to receiving stations using low-cost off the shelf technology.  Transmitting Earth observation information about climate, crops, air quality, water quality, and more, GEONETCast provides information essential to protecting lives and property.

GEONETCast is a global system uniting regional information dissemination systems broadcasting directly to users: the EUMETCast system (EUMETSAT) operates over Europe, Africa and part of the Americas, FengYunCast (Chinese Meteorological Administration) serves Asia and part of the Pacific, and GEONETCast Americas (the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)) broadcasts to North, Central, and South America.

GEONETCast is a task in the Group on Earth Observation (GEO) workplan to realize the Global Earth Observing System of Systems (GEOSS).  

In 2008, GEONETCast celebrated some significant milestones, including the initiation of operational broadcasts of GEONETCast Americas, the organization of a coordination group for users in the Americas, the expansion of the user base into Africa and South America, the inclusion of CBERS satellite data over Africa into the GEONETCast system, and progress in standardizing interoperability and information sharing between the three GEONETCast Regional Network Centers.

In 2009, GEONETCast will be working on standardizing data sharing and exchange agreements between the Network Centers, as well as implementing the GEONETCast Product Navigator, a file-based searchable and fully GEOSS-compliant guide to the numerous files and products available over the 3 GEONETCast broadcasts.  The 2009-2011 GEO Workplan calls for new GEONETCast initiatives related to training and capacity building, and GEONETCast will implement new education and training opportunities based on initial training channel proofs of concept performed in 2008.  

The training and capacity building initiatives dovetail with ongoing efforts to widen and diversify the user base of the system by increasing take-up in developing countries and underserved regions, as well as by educational institutions, public policy specialists, and other populations who may not have access to near real-time environmental data.  

In 2009, GEONETCast will also work to include CBERS satellite data over Africa into the GEONETCast system.  Another notable task is the addition of a GEONETCast Alert Channel, which will broadcast alerts from data providers using the WMO Common Alert Protocol (CAP).

_____________

GEONETCast Americas Global Status Update – IGDDS – January 23, 2009

GEONETCast Americas is the Western Hemisphere component of the global GEONETCast satellite-based information dissemination system.  

GEONETCast Americas is administered by the US National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  The system became operational in 2008, joining the other GEONETCast regional components administered by EUMETSAT (EUMETCAST, serving Europe, Africa and the Americas) and FengYunCast (Chinese Meteorological Administration, serving Asia and parts of the Pacific).

In 2008, GEONETCast Americas widened its user and product provider base, convening a GEONETCast Americas Coordination Group consisting of users and providers in the hemisphere.  The group provides advice, coordinated strategic and technical input.  In September the group released an Announcement of Opportunity to data providers and users to the GEOSS in the Americas Symposium in Panama, calling on GEO principals to engage in GEONETCast Americas by offering data and products for broadcast.  

In 2009, GEONETCast Americas plans on finalizing interoperability and data sharing principles with the other global GEONETCast Network Centers, namely EUMETCAST and FengYunCast.  Following a successful proof of concept in 2008, GEONETCast Americas plans to begin broadcast of training and education packages over the GEONETCast Americas Training Channel.  Dedicated user engagement is planned throughout the Western Hemisphere, focused on new user groups as well as new regions.  

____________________________

