4 Actions from 14th Meeting

All the actions from previous meetings were closed as indicated below in section 6 and where necessary new actions have been opened in the list below. The numbering of the actions below refer to the US and European requirements given in sections 2 and 3 of the 14th meeting report. There are in addition some actions not directly related to the requirements lists and these are labeled as miscellaneous under section 5.3 below.  

5.1
Actions related to United States requirements 

1. POLAR SATELLITES: ORBIT-BY-ORBIT DATA/PRODUCTS
1.1  ERS-2
1.1.1  Wind speed, wind direction, significant wave height and dynamic sea surface height data
No Scatterometer data at present. ESA is trying to get Scatterometer back by July.

US request sea-ice information but general consensus was that it would not be available. MetF stated priority was to keep satellite going to overlap with ENVISAT indicating mid 2002 end of life. 

Meteo France to provide information on Scatterometer and sea ice products (real time and non-real time) to NOAA e.g. IFREMER

ACTION MetF-Lannion

An e-mail was sent to the group on 21 May 2001 to provide information on off-line sea ice products available from IFREMER.

In addition, in the framework of EUMETSAT’s SAF on Ocean and Sea Ice, near real-time daily sea ice products are available on a pre-operational basis from DNMI (sea ice edge, concentration and type) since August 2001, covering currently Northern Atlantic only. Information and products can be downloaded from http://www.meteorologie.eu.org/safo, via the “sea ice” link, or directly from http://saf.dnmi.no.

1.2
ENVISAT

UKMO confirmed that all products are in BUFR and the BUFR definitions are all available. NOAA requested access to BUFR test data; this will be produced by ESA. ECMWF to advise all Centres when test data in BUFR from ENVISAT instruments is available and its location (currently expected July 2001).

ECMWF to provide BUFR descriptors to NOAA-NCEP and MSC

ACTION ECMWF

ECMWF has finalised the development work on the BUFR descriptors, these can be made available on request (contact Milan Dragosavac milan.dragosavac@ecmwf.int). Suitable test data sets are currently not available.


Preliminary test data can be provided, but the format may still change.

1.2.3
MEdium Resolution Imaging Spectrometer (MERIS) Instrument
1.2.4
Advance Along Track Scanning Radiometer (AATSR)
Products from AATSR, MERIS and Ozone will be produced in near real time. Concern is whether the data would be made available to NOAA in near real time. Issue needs to taken up within WMO context for the provision of near-real time data from Research Space Agencies. 

UKMO to make proposal to ESA to make AATSR data available on GTS in near real time.

ACTION UKMO

NOAA were informed by email in Dec 2001 of the procedure to request free access to ENVISAT METEO data in near real time via ftp on the internet. If internet access is not acceptable UKMO will investigate if the data can be accessed via a dedicated link.

1.2.6
MicroWave Radiometer (MWR)
UKMO stated product comes as part of the radar altimeter message.

1.4 NOAA Polar Orbiter satellite data

1.4.1
NOAA Blind Orbit data
NOAA-NCEP and MSC to reiterate the US/Canadian requirements for the blind orbit data to NOAA-NESDIS.

ACTION NOAA-NCEP

NOAA-NESDIS to investigate possible methods of receiving NOAA blind orbit data e.g. obtaining locally received STIP from Lannion or data from Svalbard. 

ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

1.4.2
ATOVS 1c BUFR Data
NOAA-NESDIS to consider production of level 1c data for NCEP. 

ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

UKMO to provide level 1c BUFR encoder to NOAA-NESDIS

ACTION UKMO

Software sent by email to NESDIS (V. Tabor) in Dec 2001.

2. GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITES: DATA/PRODUCTS
2.1
METEOSAT
2.1.1
METEOSAT imagery (visible, IR, water vapor)
US interested in rapid scan information for Tropical Prediction Centre (TPC). EUMETSAT presentation indicated that rapid scan will be produced quasi-operationally from Sept 2001 (using backup processing equipment) from just North of the Equator to 70 North. 

NCEP to clarify requirements for rapid scan Meteosat data

ACTION NCEP

EUMETSAT to propose the mechanism for sending the rapid scan data from EUMETSAT to US involving Meteo-France if necessary. 

ACTION EUMETSAT

2.2
GOMS (Elektro) imagery (visible, IR) To be renamed to INSAT Imagery and Winds (SATOBS)
No product from GOMS, therefore, no requirement for GOMS data. 

Requirement is METEOSAT Indian Ocean and INSAT. Meteosat Indian Ocean covered by 2.1.

NOAA receives INSAT imagery and winds (SATOBS) with timeliness problems. ECMWF confirmed SATOBs from INSAT arrive at ECMWF with a 5-7 hours delay.

EUMETSAT as CGMS secretariat and NOAA-NCEP to raise issue of timeliness of INSAT winds at the next CGMS meeting in 2001.

ACTION NOAA-NCEP EUMETSAT

2.1
METEOSAT SECOND GENERATION
EUMETSAT to clarify policy on data distribution to NOAA-NESDIS and MSC

ACTION EUMETSAT

3. NON-SATELLITE OBSERVATIONS
3.1
Upper-air observations
3.1.2
EUMETNET-ASAP (Automated Shipboard Aerological Program)
E-ASAP data are on GTS; there is only one unit operating in the Mediterranean, a further unit will operate in the North Atlantic later in 2001.

3.1.3
Profilers/VAD Winds
UKMO to provide list of profiler data in UKMO message switch.

ACTION UKMO

List will be provided for next meeting.

UKMO to report on the availability of VAD Winds from Scandinavia in real time.

ACTION UKMO

Scandinavian data currently received informally from Sweden. There are plans to put the European VAD data on to the GTS with profiles from all over Europe.

3.2
Surface observations
3.2.1
SYNOPS and METAR
There is a requirement for the distribution of hourly SYNOPs which is currently subject to bilateral arrangements. 

NOAA and MSC to make a request for the data to individual nations.

ACTION NOAA, MSC

3.2.2
EUMETNET-AWS (Automated Weather Stations)
The specifications of AWS standards will be available as part of the EUMETNET-AWS project and could be supplied to US when available.

ACTION ECMWF

3.2.3
Rain, snowfall, snow depth observations, river flow data
All NWP centres to provide information on what data is available, on format and whether it is real time. 

ACTION UKMO, DWD, MetF, MSC

3.2.4
Soil moisture and temperature observations
All Met. Centres to provide information on what data is available, on format and whether it is real time. 

ACTION UKMO, DWD, MetF, MSC

3.2.5
Surface energy/water flux- observations
All Met. Centres to provide information on what data is available, on format and whether it is real time. 

ACTION UKMO, DWD, MetF, MSC

3.2.6
Additional surface observations (e.g., mesonets, surface rainfall measurements, offshore oil rig obs.)

All Met. Centres to provide information on what data is available, on format and whether it is real time. 

ACTION UKMO, DWD, MetF, MSC

UKMO position on above items is being defined. Will report at next meeting. 

3.4
Aircraft observations

3.4.1
PIREPS, AIREPS, SIGMETS and AIRMETS
Lack of AIREPS East of 10W may be due to data not being transcribed onto GTS when the Aircraft is within range of Air Traffic Control Centres.

The issue should be raised with the CAAs by the WAFCs

ACTION UKMO NOAA

UKMO: under investigation 

UKMO to provide information on the reception and distribution of data from Concorde 

ACTION UKMO

UKMO: under investigation 

3.4.2
AMDAR
US request that the E-AMDAR area is expanded to include South America, Central America and the Caribbean. UKMO to pass the request on to E-AMDAR project and provide information on plans to expand the area to NOAA. UKMO to provide any additional AMDAR data that becomes available on GTS.

ACTION UKMO

Activities are progressing but the means of funding additional data collection is being developed.
3.4.3
Automatic Dependent Surveillance (ADS) data
Data from ADS going to CAAs. CAAs have responsibility to pass on the ADS data to their local Met. Authority who then need to pass it on to a WAFC. NOAA receives some information from UKMO on a trial basis. 

WAFC Met. Services to investigate whether all available ADS data is being exchanged.

ACTION UKMO NOAA-OPS

UKMO: under investigation 

Non WAFC Met Services to explore the monitoring and collection of the ADS data from their National Met. Authorities via their CAAs. The National Met. Services to put any ADS data collected on the GTS or send to a WAFC.

ACTION MetF, DWD and MSC

3.6
Weather radar Data/Imagery
OPERA (Operational Program for the Exchange of Weather Radar Information)

NOAA-OPS gave presentation on comms issues with NEXRAD full scan data.

3.7
Sea, Lake, and Land Surface temperature and state observations
3.7.1
Lake Temperatures
Needed to support 1/8 degree SST analysis for mesoscale models. US are interested in all forms of in-situ sea and Lake Data as well as satellite data. Met F may have satellite based lake temperatures data using GOES. 

Information on work of Ocean Sea ice SAF to be provided to NOAA by Meteo-France

ACTION MetF

Sea, Lake and Land Surface temperature and state observations. Currently, in the O&SI SAF SST processing, no SSTs are retrieved over lakes. A requirement for lake surface temperatures could be studied in the future.
3.8
Lightning data 
US have UK data, and are interested in any other data in Europe. MetF confirmed that there was data available from a French Company owned by Met F. 

Met. Centres to provide info on what data is available and its format 

ACTION MetF/DWD/MSC

3.9
Wind Profiler and Radio-Acoustic Sounding System (RASS) data
Partially covered under 3.1.3

For wind profiler actions see 3.1.3 

MetF have data in a non-standard format from nuclear sites.

Met. Centres to provide info on what data is available and its format

ACTION MetF/DWD/MSC

3.10
Solar observations and forecasts

Request on what solar monitoring data can be made available in real time. Primarily space based observations. Earlier meeting action on EUMETSAT confirmed no data currently available in Europe.

3.11
Ground-based GPS-Integrated Precipitable Water (GPS-IPW)
There is a programme to establish a European wide ground based system to measure total column Integrated Precipitable water. Real time data exchange experiments going on and UKMO and DWD are doing impact studies.

UKMO to provide information on European ground based system as it becomes available and put data on the GTS.

ACTION UKMO

Dave Offiler provided update of status to group in June 2001

This data is being collected in US, needs to be added to European requirements and US to consider distribution on GTS.

ACTION NOAA-OPS

4.�.� FORECAST AND ANALYSIS FIELDS
4.1.� Meteorological model output fields
4.1.2 ECMWF
ECMWF have recently expanded the distribution of their products on GTS, these are received by NOAA. Not all fields in the requirement document are currently being received.

A Request from NOAA-NCEP to ECMWF for a wider use of real time ensemble output is currently being considered by ECMWF.

NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with advice if any additional procedures are required for obtaining the data requested in the US requirements document.

ACTION ECMWF

The ECMWF Council agreed to provide NCEP with a range of real-time products for operational use as part of its official duty. If there are further requirements an official letter should be sent to the director of ECMWF.

4.1.2 UKMO
NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with advice if any additional procedures are required for obtaining the data requested in the US requirements document.

ACTION UKMO

NOAA-NCEP and MSC have been provided in Dec 2001 with procedure to request fields from UKMO model and also what fields currently exist.

4.1.3
DWD
NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with advice if any additional procedures are required for obtaining the data requested in the US requirements document.

NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with a list of available products.

ACTION DWD
Information on the availability of model results and procedures to request fields was provided by e-mail in Dec. 2001, contact is Klaus.Haderlein@dwd.de
4.1.4
METEO-FRANCE
NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with advice if any additional procedures are required for obtaining the data requested in the US requirements document.

NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with a list of available products.

ACTION MetF

4.2 
Oceanographic model output fields 

4.2.1
Oceanographic model output fields from both the ECMWF operational global wave model

NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with advice if any additional procedures are required for obtaining the data requested in the US requirements document.

NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with a list of available products.

ACTION ECMWF

Information about the available wave model output is provided in the ECMWF real-time product Catalogue which is available on the web www.ecmwf.int/services/catalogue/catalog.html
For any specific requests a letter needs to be sent to the director of ECMWF.

4.2.2 
Oceanographic model output fields from the UKMO operational Forecasting Ocean/Atmosphere Model (FOAM)
NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with advice if any additional procedures are required for obtaining the data requested in the US requirements document.

NOAA-NCEP and MSC to be provided with a list of available products.

ACTION UKMO

Status: The required temperature and salinity outputs from the global FOAM model are available from the Data and Products Distribution System.Velocity data and data from higher resolution models may become available in 2002. Contact points: Jon Turton (Met Office). Web address:  http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/ocean/operational/dpds/dpds_foam.html

4.3
Coupled model output fields from ECMWF and UKMO
NOAA to clarify the requirement.

ACTION NOAA


4.4
Selected meteorological output fields from the ECMWF Ensemble Prediction System 
US is getting data from ECMWF Ensemble prediction System for research use. Letter to ECMWF Director is request for operational use (see 4.1.1) 

MSC produce ensemble products and NOAA are in discussions to obtain.

4.5
Forecast tropical cyclone tracks from the UKMO
Received in text format, NOAA would like in CREX. Timescale for provision in CREX to be provided to NOAA

ACTION UKMO

UKMO to update 


4.6
Sea surface temperature, wind direction/speed, wave height, sea ice analyses and forecast products
Ocean Sea Ice SAF led by MetF produces products. Information on products is on Ocean Ice SAF web site. Web site address is provided in MetF status report. 

Ice data is available from MSC Ice Centre in Ottawa and is already received by NOAA

Available forecast parameters are included in 4.2

5.2
Actions related to European requirements 

1.
POLAR SATELLITES: ORBIT-BY-ORBIT DATA/PRODUCTS
1.1
TOVS

1.1.1
RTOVS in BUFR (retrievals and clear radiances)

RTOVS will be removed from GTS on 21st May. Centres need to start using NOAA-16 data.

1.1.3
Level 1B TOVS data 

MetF need access to data for overlap between NOAA-14 and NOAA-16. NESDIS stated NOAA-15 and 16 will have priority so data may be late.

1.2
ATOVS

1.2.1
ATOVS 120km retrievals and clear radiances in BUFR
NOAA-16 data to be added on May 21st
1.2.2 ATOVS level 1B data
Outstanding problems with AMSU-A moon correction, UKMO and NOAA-NESDIS to discuss possible solutions.


ACTION UKMO NOAA-NESDIS

There is a dialogue between UKMO (Nigel Atkinson) and NESDIS (Tsan Mo). UKMO are testing their solution and NESDIS are developing a different solution. 

1.2.3 ATOVS 1b files (AMSU-A, AMSU-B and HIRS) derived at NOAA/NESDIS and MSC from HRPT data received at Fairbanks & Halifax

EUMETSAT has paper on European proposal distributed at meeting

User requirements to be discussed with EUMETSAT and incorporated into European proposal


ACTION EUMETSAT, ECMWF, DWD, MetF, UKMO

ECMWF expressed interest for the ATOVS fast retransmission

service at EUMETSAT STG and council. EUMETSAT is finalising the proposal. Detailed discussions on exact implementation still underway. (next update to ECMWF : 23 January 2002)

If proposal is approved then EUMETSAT will contact NOAA and MSC to discuss implementation of proposal. 


ACTION EUMETSAT

NOAA-NESDIS will circulate proposal for comment within NOAA.


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

1.2.4
AVHRR products on HIRS grid, derived as part of NESDIS ATOVS processing 

NOAA-16 AVHRR products now available via the link.
1.3
Ozone retrieved profiles and/or total column from SBUV on NOAA

WMO paper ICT/DR&C/Doc 4.9 dated 10-14 April defines the format for this data. The data is currently not provided in this format.

ECMWF to provide information on the format to NESDIS contact point Johnny Smith (johnny.smith@noaa.gov).

ACTION ECMWF

The BUFR table entries for the definition of the ozone data are now included in the WMO Manual on Codes.  Milan Dragosavac (milan.dragosavac@ecmwf.int) will contact Johnny Smith to advise on the formatting of the data. 

NOAA-NESDIS to consider encoding the data in the format defined.


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS 

1.4
SeaWinds Scatterometer Data

SeaWinds Data on Quickscat to be put on dedicated link


ACTION UKMO

SeaWinds data now on link.

There may be an issue with timeliness. NESDIS to check timeliness of SeaWinds data on Quickscat and confirm what the delay in the data processing is.


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

NESDIS confirmed the access to SeaWinds data on ADEOS2 would be the same as for Quickscat. 

Concern on the availability of AMSR data on ADEOS2. There is a potential benefit in using AMSR data to remove rain contamination from SeaWinds data but NOAA-NESDIS stated there are no current plans to receive AMSR data on ADEOS2 in real time

NOAA-NESDIS to revisit the feasibility of getting the AMSR data in real time and using it to improve the quality of the SeaWinds data on ADEOS2. Information to be provided in mid-year review if possible.


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

1.5
SSM/I and SSM/IS

1.5.1
SSM/I brightness temperatures
NOAA to confirm the plans for the continuation of the operational status of DMSP satellites and their products 


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

1.5.2 SSM/IS

Launch March 2002.

NOAA-NESDIS to confirm data reception timetable from the US Navy and when they would start providing the data to UKMO. 


ACTION NESDIS

UKMO will liaise with other members of the Cal/Val team in Europe for onward distribution of the data.


ACTION UKMO

Liaison is continuing and will increase post DMSP F-16 launch,

1.6
Altimeter data (TOPEX/POSEIDON/JASON)

European centres to clarify user requirements individually in terms of timeliness, format and access route and provide information to each other.

ACTION 
UKMO ECMWF DWD MetF
UKMO status: CLS have provided altimeter data with corrections suitable for use with deep ocean models, from the ERS-2 and Topex/Poseidon satellites, to the Met Office under contract since August 2001. The delivery schedule, satellites covered and details of the contractual arrangement are expected to develop in a satisfactory manner over the coming year. 

MetF: JASON has been launched on Friday, 7 December 2001. The calibration and evaluation phase will last until October 2002. No information is available for the moment concerning the timeliness, format and access route of the data. It will be provided by Meteo-France as soon as available.

Some uncertainties over JASON plans. Met F on behalf on European Centres to confirm JASON plans in terms of timeliness, format and access route. 


ACTION MetF

2.1.� TERRA and AQUA data (previously EOS)

2.1.2 AIRS+AMSU-A+HSB data

TERRA launched, AQUA launch early 2002. UKMO, ECMWF and MetF involved in Cal/Val.

2.1.2 MODIS clear-sky radiance data
On TERRA, no real time data available, products available on Internet.

2.1.� Windsat/CORIOLIS

July 2002 Launch. Request for information when data may be available. European centres are interested in being involved in the Cal/Val similar to SSM/IS. Point of contact is Gene Legg.

NOAA to explore expanding the shared processing MOU with the Navy to include European and MSC participation in the Cal/Val phase. 


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

2.�.� POLAR SATELLITES: MAPPED PRODUCTS (not orbit-by-orbit) 

2.1.� SSM/I Products

2.1.2 NCEP sea-ice analysis

UKMO to put file currently retrieved from the NCEP server over the Internet on the dedicated link.


ACTION UKMO

UKMO to investigate getting the file from the NOAA-OPS operational server.


ACTION UKMO

No progress on these 2 items to date due to lack of resources.

2.2
AVHRR

2.2.1
AVHRR SST retrievals as SATOBs
NCEP use Navy product rather than NESDIS product. NESDIS confirmed UKMO were receiving the NESDIS product. Point of contact for Navy product is Jean Theabaux (jean.theabaux@noaa.gov).

UKMO to investigate if there is a requirement for the Navy product.


ACTION UKMO

Jean Theabaux no longer at NCEP. Ralph Peterson will provide an alternate contact.

2.2 
2.3
Mapped imagery

UKMO to determine whether the transmission of the continually updated product is required 4 times a day. 


ACTION UKMO

Current product frequency is acceptable.

MetF to provide info to UKMO on product from Ingrid Guch


ACTION METF
MetF-Lannion is currently accessing froma NOAA FTP server an AVHRR mapped calibrated imagery product covering North and South Pole (VIS and IR, polar stereographic projection), with a 24 hour delay. 
3.� GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITES: DATA/PRODUCTS
3.1 GOES cloud-tracked VIS/IR/WV winds

NESDIS to produce BUFR data in files smaller than 15K for transmission on the GTS. EUMETSAT are willing to provide assistance


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS

As an interim solution to the segmentation problem NESDIS to send the BUFR data over the dedicated link to UKMO as a single file.


ACTION NOAA-NESDIS UKMO

No BUFR files from NESDIS received to date.

3.2
GMS cloud-tracked VIS/IR/WV winds processed at NESDIS

GMS winds available 4 times a day in BUFR format on DUC6 server. 

Directory:
/pub/bufrwinds/

File name:
satwnd.bufr[cdft|wvap].gms5M.DyydddThh.mm.ssZ

3.3
Cloud cleared Imager radiances from GOES-E and GOES-W 

ECMWF to determine, during the visit to University of Wisconsin, what could be available and notify NESDIS of any operational data requirements.


ACTION ECMWF

action closed: Following ECMWF visit to CIMSS, 40km CSK radiances from

GOES-E/W are now available in NRT (5 channels) on an ftp server:

ftp://vern.ssec.wisc.edu/pub/csbt/bufr/

The processing software has also been handed over by CIMSS to NESDIS

Late November 2001. Eumetsat and NOAA will propose an updated BUFR descriptor

For GEO radiances to be approved at the next WMO codes group meeting (April

02).

3.4
Radiances from GIFTS

NOAA-NESDIS and NOAA-NCEP to provide information on progress obtaining the data

ACTION NOAA-NESDIS, NOAA-NCEP

4.
NON-SATELLITE DATA
4.1
NCEP SST gridded field 

Interest in whether the future 1/8 degree product will cover lakes when available. NCEP are developing a plan for that. NCEP to provide information.


ACTION NOAA-NCEP

4.2
U.S. Profiler data

Trans Pacific Profiler Network (TPPN) to be made available by NOAA on the GTS. Probably in PILOT code rather than BUFR.


ACTION NOAA OSO

Other agencies in the US have boundary layer profilers NOAA to advise when data are available.


ACTION NOAA-OPS

US profiler demonstration network has portion of the spectrum at 404MHz allocated. Systems will need to be upgraded to 449MHz but no funding allocated. There is a risk that the allocation of the 404MHz frequency could be terminated. Three of the four new Alaska profilers are 449MHz.

4.4
Tropical cyclone data

Received in text format, European Centres would like data in CREX. Timescale for provision in CREX to be provided to European Centres

ACTION NOAA-NCEP NOAA-OSO

4.5
Snow cover analysis for N. Hemisphere

Northern Hemisphere snow cover product is operational at DWD, Southern Hemisphere snow cover product is now available. 

UKMO to check Southern Hemisphere data


ACTION UKMO

No progress to date.

No snow depth data is available from NOAA. There are snow depth data product at US Air Force and MSC. NOAA-NCEP and MSC to provide information on the products.

ACTION NOAA-NCEP, MSC

4.6.
Doppler radar wind data over USA

UKMO to investigate utility of US winds from OSO server. Point of Contact is Fred Branski. Also Canadian radar winds. Point of contact at MSC is Gilles Verner.


ACTION UKMO

No progress to date.

4.7
US hourly surface observations

The issue of METAR metadata (e.g. elevation information) and the process for updating METAR metadata needs to be taken forward with WMO/ICAO by NOAA and UKMO as WAFCs .


ACTION UKMO NOAA

UKMO will take this forward with ICAO/WMO. 

ECMWF to provide data coverage maps for hourly SYNOPS and METARS and information on METAR metadata (station dictionary).


ACTION ECMWF

ECMWF has decided not to process METAR reports because of problems with the use of the reported pressure data in the data assimilation. 

Hourly SYNOPs received at ECMWF are mainly from Europe and from automatic stations along the coasts of US territories. Some hourly observations are also received from Australia and New Zealand.
NOAA and UKMO as WAFCs to take this information and present it to ICAO and pursue the issue of global exchange of all METARS on the GTS for the purpose of improving aviation forecasts.


ACTION UKMO NOAA

UKMO will take this issue forward with ICAO/WMO but noting no information on coverage will be available from ECMWF.

NOAA-NCEP has info on how the METAR altimeter data can be interpreted for use in NWP models. This information to be passed to European centres.


ACTION NOAA-NCEP

4.8
US Soil temperature data on GTS

All centres to lobby nationally to make data available for NWP on a routine basis.


Action: DWD/METEO-FRANCE/UKMO/NOAA/MSC

NOAA-OPS to provide information to ECMWF on which standard depths the temperatures refer to and which stations comply with these standard depths.


ACTION NOAA-OPS

4.9
N. American ozone soundings on GTS

All centres to lobby nationally to make data available for NWP on the GTS on a routine basis in near real time.


Action: DWD/METEOFRANCE/UKMO/NOAA

UKMO position is being defined. Will report at next meeting.

MSC already provides ozone sounding data on the GTS in near real time.

NOAA to make the ozone sounding data they currently collect available on the GTS in near real time.


ACTION NOAA

5.3
Miscellaneous Actions 
A.1. Data transfers between UKMO and NOAA-OPS

UKMO and NOAA-OPS to pursue operational data exchange using WMO TCP Sockets


ACTION UKMO NOAA-OPS

Jim Fenix from NOAA-OPS contacted the Met Office about setting up a trial of WMO TCP Sockets. As the Met Office message switch is being replaced at present this trial could be started in March 2002 at the earliest.

A.2. NESDIS-UKMO link

The requirement backing up the link and also the data processing system at UKMO should be considered. 

A proposal to be produced by UKMO for backing up the link by end June 2001


Action: UKMO 

A proposal containing various possible backup methods was produced by the UKMO.  It has been agreed that data sent on the present link for which a backup mechanism is required should be sent to the NOAA-OPS server from NESDIS on a routine basis. In the event of a problem with the main link the data will be pulled from the NOAA-OPS server using the GTS link.

The data users were asked to identify which of the data on the link to NESDIS was critical enough to require a backup services. The AMSU level 1b was identified as the critical data. The agreed backup for the AMSU level 1b data sets will now be implemented and tested, timescales for this have not been finalised.

Proposal to be reviewed by NOAA-OPS and NOAA-NESDIS.


Action: NOAA-OPS NOAA-NESDIS

A.3. Notification of Significant Instrument problems

The NOAA-NESDIS alerts on instrument problems currently provided to the NCEP SDM (Senior Duty Meteorologist) should be sent directly by NESDIS on the GTS to UKMO as a new NOxx message. Assistance to be provided by NOAA-OPS. UKMO will arrange distribution of message to other European centres.


ACTION NOAA UKMO


No progress to date

UKMO to take the lead in collaboration with other centres to produce a document defining what constitutes an alert and provide to NOAA-NESDIS.


ACTION UKMO

Draft document to be prepared in Jan 2002.

A.4.  Additional data to be added to European Requirements Documents

ARGO floats and ground based GPS total precipitable water to be added to European requirements list.


ACTION ECMWF


Will be included in the next requirements document.

Noting the potential for the production and transmission of duplicate products NESDIS and EUMETSAT to review and rationalise the distribution of all products from the Initial Joint Polar Orbiting System. 

ACTION NESDIS and EUMETSAT

A.5  Reporting  of operational problems to NESDIS

If an operational problem report is sent to NESDIS then it should be copied to all members of the group.

ACTION All Centres

UKMO recently reminded all relevant staff of this.

A.6  AMDAR Aircraft Humidity data

NOAA-NCEP to provide information on this data

ACTION NOAA-NCEP

A.7  Purpose of the Meeting and Composition of the Group

It was agreed the scope and composition of the next meeting should be basically the same as the present one.

A proposal to change the name to North American/Europe data exchange meeting to reflect the participation of Canada was agreed.

Information on the location of documentation on the US Pacific Satellite data Exchange and Utilisation meeting to be provided to group members.

ACTION NOAA 

UKMO agreed to prepare a draft proposal for the title and purpose of the group and circulate it for comments. The agreed purpose to be incorporated at the beginning of the US and European requirements documents.

ACTION UKMO

Draft will be prepared for consideration at next meeting.

A.8  Next meeting to be arranged by NOAA

Next meeting to be hosted by NOAA in May 2002

ACTION NOAA 

A.9 Mid-term Status Update on Actions from the 14th meeting


ACTION ECMWF

In progress.

