Draft

21-5-2002

N.America/Europe Data Exchange Forum

Background

The N.America/Europe Data Exchange Forum (originally the USA/Europe Data Exchange Forum) first met in 1988 at the initiative of NOAA/NESDIS in response to the growing yet uncoordinated requests they were receiving from European NWP centres for various satellite data sets.  Its aim was to rationalise these requests in terms of consolidated European user requirements, to discuss these requirements and to seek technical means whereby they might be fulfilled.  The forum has met annually since 1988.  The scope of discussions was broadened over the years to include, in addition to European requirements for American satellite data and products:

· European requirements for other meteorological data/products, chiefly in support of NWP,

· N.American requirements for European data/products, chiefly in support of NWP,

· requirements for data/products from other agencies, where the participants have a potential role in the data exchange process.

Discussions have mainly focussed on observational data/products, but NWP analysis and forecast products have also been covered when appropriate.  The forum has developed extensives lists of requirements for data/products, and their presentation and discussion have served as the primary agenda items for meetings.  Actions from the meetings have been focussed on improving the exchange of requested data. However, meetings have also included status reports from all participants, with the aim of helping each party understand more fully the status and plans for the use of their data/products by other parties. 

In recent years, the participants have been:

· representatives of European and N.American global NWP centres (Deutscher Wetterdienst, ECMWF, Met Office (UK), Met Service Canada, Meteo-France, NOAA/NWS (USA))

· representatives of European and N.American operational satellite services (EUMETSAT and NOAA/NESDIS).

Participants have included both representatives of the users for the data and products under discussion, and of the telecommunications services responsible for exchanging them.

The forum has achieved considerable improvements in the trans-Atlantic flow of required data sets, both in terms of the total number and volume of data and in terms of the rationalisation of data sets through consolidated sets of common user requirements.  All this has been achieved within a flexible and informal framework, which has worked well.  However, with the growing maturity of this forum and the increasing membership and scope of discussions, it was agreed at the 14th meeting (Reading, UK; 2001) that agreement on the purpose and scope of activities should be clarified in the form of “Terms of Reference”.  Draft terms of reference, for discussion, are set out below.

Terms of reference – draft
1. The N.America/Europe Data Exchange Forum seeks to maintain and improve the exchange of meteorological data and products between Europe and N.America, for use in operational numerical weather prediction (NWP) and related activities.

2. The members of the Forum are representatives of operational global NWP centres and of operational weather satellite operators in Europe and N.America.

3. The Forum maintains and updates annually lists of consolidated user requirements for data and products to be exchanged.

4. The Forum meets annually to discuss these requirements and to agree actions through which the requirements can be progressively fulfilled.

5. Discussions within the Forum also include the following topics:

· planned changes in data dissemination,

· problems with disseminated data,

· data formats,

· utilisation of and changes in telecoms facilities.

6. The Forum operates within the guidelines for exchange of data and products establised by WMO and will ensure that WMO bodies are kept informed of relevant developments in the Forum's activities.

