

Information on local arrangements

1.
Time and Place of the Meeting

At the kind invitation of the Permanent Representative of the United States of America, the CBS/GCOS Coordination Meeting on the Implementation of GSN and GUAN will take place at the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC), 151 Patton Avenue, Asheville, North Carolina, USA. The meeting will be in room number 400. 



Meeting participants need to have photo identification (passport, drivers licence, etc.) to enter the building due to security considerations.  The building guards will have a list of participants and there should be meeting staff to meet you at the guards' station, but a photo id is still required.

For a general map of the Asheville area showing NCDC, the airport and the hotels, click here. For a more detailed map showing restaurants within walking distance of NCDC see Annex 1.  The NCDC is in the Veach Baley Federal Building, which you will see on the restaurant map.  For general information on Asheville see the website: http://exploreasheville.com/
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2.
Entry Formalities

Participants from those countries for which Visas are required should contact their nearest US Embassy. A list of US Embassies is here:  http://usembassy.state.gov/

3.
Airport

The Asheville airport is about 22 to 23 kilometres from NCDC (National Climatic Data Center) and the hotels, respectively.  A number of car companies rent cars at the airport or transportation can be arranged.  The cost for a taxi is about $25 US each way.  The Asheville Airport website is: http://www.flyavl.com/
4. 
Hotels

Three hotels are suggested. In order of distance from the meeting venue they are:

1. The Renaissance Hotel.  

Contact Ms. Sharon Lofton at the hotel on +1 828-210-3026 between 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Eastern Time

Offers a US Federal Government rate if applicable

http://www.wcghotels.com/hotelDetail.cfm?LocationID=25&view=wel
2. The Best Western

Across the street from the Renaissance

http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/productInfo.do;jsessionid=786ABE33C24159E4D2C40D8942A35149?propertyCode=34097
3. The Holiday Inn SunSpree (now the Crown Plaza)

About a mile or two west of NCDC

http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hd/avlss?irs=null
5.
Directions from the Airport to NCDC and the hotels:

From the South (I-26 Westbound and Airport)
Take I-26 West (toward Asheville). Go approximately 15 kilometers (from Airport) to I-240 (there is only one I-240 exit, so you can't go wrong here).

(#1) Continue on I-240 across the bridge (French Broad River, (stay in the right two lanes) to downtown area and take the Patton Avenue exit (first exit to the right after the bridge). Get in the left lane after exiting. Continue to fourth traffic light. 

#2) Turn left on Otis Street (you're beside the Climate Complex - a gray granite-and-glass building on your left). The entrance to the Wall Street Parking Garage will be just ahead on your right. 

From the garage, walk across the street (west) and down the walkway at the back of the Federal Climate Complex to the entrance.  Parking will be about $7 US per day. 

For the Renaissance and Best Western Hotels, go past the Patton Avenue exit on I-240 to Exit 5A. Turn left at the stop light. The Best Western parking lot is immediately to your left. The Renaissance parking lot is about 1/2 block on the right. 

From the West (I-40 Eastbound) 
Take I-240 exit (this is a LEFT exit; stay in the left lane after you pass Exit 44 on I-40) and continue into town. Proceed using (#1) instructions above. 

From the East (I-40 Westbound) 
At Exit 53B, take I-240. Continue on I-240 to Exit 4C (Montford Ave). At the traffic light, turn left and go over the interstate bridge. Take another left immediately after the bridge (at the second light). Turn right about 1/4 short block later onto North French Broad Avenue. Continue to traffic light and turn left onto Patton Avenue. Go one block to next light. Use (#2) instructions above. 

If you are going to either the Renaissance or Best Western Central Hotel, Exit 5A will come up first. You will turn left to go under I-240 at the traffic light. (You will be turning onto Merrimon Avenue, but as soon as you go under the bridge it becomes Broadway Avenue.) Turn left again at Woodfin Street (the next light) and go one block. Look for the Best Western on your left or the Renaissance on your right. 

From the North (Route 19-23 Southbound) 
Take the Downtown/Patton Avenue exit (or I-240 East to Exit 5A for hotels). Continue to fourth traffic light. Proceed using (#2) instructions above. 


6.
Walking or driving from the Hotels to NCDC
Directions to NCDC from the Renaissance Hotel
· You may either walk or drive.  

·  If you walk, please be advised that it is about a 7 block distance and involves some hills.  Allow 20 minutes each way for walking.

·  Allow 15 minutes for travelling and parking time if you drive.

The easiest route to NCDC from the Renaissance is to exit from the large parking lot behind the hotel.  You must make a right onto College Street as this is a one way.  Continue on this street to the 8th traffic light.  (College Street becomes Patton Avenue at the 5th traffic light.)  At the 8th traffic light, take a right onto Otis Street.  Go ½ block and turn right into the Wall Street Parking Garage. 

After parking, walk across Otis Street and the Federal Climate Complex is a grey-granite and glass building.  Walk down the walkway at the back of the Federal Climate Complex to the Level 2 entrance.    

· If you get lost, please call Greg Hammer at (828)768-3437


7.
Climate


The average temperature at this time of year is 23 C (74 Fahrenheit) and the low is 12 C (53 Fahrenheit).  This time of the year tends to be the driest portion with an average of rain one day in four.  (Of course these are only averages.)  The temperatures could be as high as 30 C in the afternoon and as low as 0C at night.  However, these would be the extremes.


8. 
Meet and Greet Dinner

There will likely be some sort of a "Meet and greet" dinner on Wednesday, 28 September.  The suggested location is the Lobstertrap Restaurant.  It is conveniently located between NCDC and the hotels.  The website is: http://www.thelobstertrap.biz/

9.
A Historical Sketch of Climatology and NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center

Modern climatology owes much to Thomas Jefferson, who recognized a need for systematically recording the climate of the United States.  Nearly a century elapsed from the publication of Jefferson’s first climatological notes to the emergence of a firm framework to survey this vital natural resource.

There was no organized system of taking weather observations until the 19th Century, when advances were made by the Federal Government.  The US Weather Bureau, created in 1870 under the US Signal Service (later the Signal Corps), was made a civilian agency and transferred to the Department of Agriculture in 1891.  The Act of Congress effecting this change charged the Weather Bureau with “…the taking of such meteorological observations as may be necessary to establish and record the climatic conditions of the United States…”

The new civilian Weather Bureau inherited an operating Climatological Service.  Government-operated stations numbered about 180, but as today, the bulk of data used to establish the climate came from public-minded citizens who volunteered to record temperature extremes and daily precipitation.  There were more than 2,000 cooperative stations at the time; today the number has increased to 10,000 active stations.  Surface observations grew in number, as did the collection of ocean and upper air observations.  By the late 1920’s, data holdings in the Weather Bureau files had reached “staggering” proportions.

The National Weather Records Center was established in Asheville, NC in 1951.  The Weather Bureau regional processing units were consolidated there in late 1962 and early 1963 to increase the economy, efficiency and effectiveness of the program.  With the advent of larger and more powerful electronic computers, quality control, summarization, and publication of climatological information could be done at less cost in a single location than in the regional units.  In June 1970, the name was changed to National Climatic Center to more truly reflect its functions.  Two years later, the Center began archiving and servicing data from environmental satellites.  A name change in 1984 brought forth the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC).  The role of the Center has truly become global in nature. For more information see: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/ncdc.html
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LAUGHING SEED CAFE
Vegetarian

EARLY GIRL EATERY
Salads/Southern/Cajun

COLLEGE STREET PUB
Sandwiches/Burgers

JERUSALEM GARDEN CAFE
Middle Eastern

TUPELO HONEY CAFE
Salads/Southern/Cajun

OLD EUROPE
Desserts/Coffee
LORETTA'S
Soup/Sandwiches
UPTOWN CAFE
International

SUBWAY

Sandwiches/Salads

ANNTONY'S CARIBBEAN CAFE
Caribbean/Coffee/Pastries

SOUPER SANDWICH
Soup/Sandwiches/Salad Bar

GATS N DOGS
Chicago Hot Dogs

THAI BASIL

Thai

MARGIE’S BATTERY PARK CAFE
Homestyle

THREE BROTHERS
Homestyle/Greek
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