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1 I agree with the proposed policy. The findings that setting rigid
guidelines in the technology rich environment is extremely counter-productive! The
referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/

2 "To whom It May Concern, I would like to comment on the proposed policy on
partnerships. o0n the whole it seems to be an acceptable document. I do not see
much in there that differs from the present operating environment of the NwS. The
first comment I would Tike to make is that I feel there must be a statement in this
policy that the maintenance and expansion of a robust network of meteorological
observation stations that provide this timely data collection and dissemination s
critical to the core mission of the NwS (promoting the safety of 1ife and property)
and will remain a top funding priority, over and above the installation of any new
products or services. Additionally, I feel there must be a paragraph in this policy
that explicitly states that the NWS will not enter into any contracts or agreements
with a non-governmental entity to provide weather data collection or the issuance
of NwS approved forecasts or alerts. These goods and services must remain in the
full control of the NwWS to assure dat quality and full and unrestricted access. It
is my belief that for-profit contractors will seek to provide these goods and
services to the government at the lowest cost to themselves. As a result the
quality and timeliness of the goods and services will necessarily suffer.
Additionally, a commercial entity would continually push to restrict access to
certain types of ""value added"" data/services to ""subscribers"" It has been my
experience that many of these ""value added"" data/services are nothing beyond what
the entity was contracted to deliver in the first place and is simply a way for the
contracting entity to make more money outside the contract. with regard to the the
wording of the proposed policy (policy wording within >>>> >>>>) ... >>> NWS will
promote the open and unrestricted exchange of weather, water, climate, and related
environmental information worldwide, and seek to improve global opportunities for
development of the partnership. >>> In the above section, there must be a provision
that equitable reciprocity from foreign weather agencies be guaranteed. Wwe should
not be granting unrestricted access to our data to countries who do not grant us
equivalent access to their data. >>>> 8. NWS's participation in the weather, water,
and climate enterprise will be founded on the following principles: ... * No
surprises: Unless public safety or national security concerns dictate otherwise, NWwS
will provide all users, including those in the private and academic sectors,
adequate notice and opportunity for input into decisions regarding the development
and dissemination of significant products and services, and their discontinuance.
>>>> Please define ""adequate notice"" - I would recommend defining it as ""a
period of time not Tess than 60 days"" and also provide a means by which
stakeholders can opt in to a notification system (e.g., e-mail Tist). >>>> *
Equity: NwS will be equitable in dealings with various classes of entities and will
not show favoritism to particular classes of partners or individual entities,
particularly those in the academic and commercial sectors. NWS will not provide a
service to a segment of the user community that cannot be provided to all similar
types of users. >>>> Please consider changing the last sentence from ""all similar
types of users"" to ""all users"". 1In its present context it may be construed to
restrict access to certain types of data or information by ""users"" who do not meet
a certain commercial or academic criteria. This conflicts with the ""full and
unrestricted access"" mentioned in a previous section. >>>> * Maintain and explain
the routine: When faced with requests for specifically tailored services, NWS will
make sure the customer fully understands products NwS ""routinely"" provides (e.g.
forecasts, watches, warnings and data sets) and the ability of private sector
providers to meet needs outside these routine services. >>>> In the above section, a
comprehensive web page and/or one-page letter with this information must be created
and maintained with regularity. Furthermore, if a request is made to the NwS for
specifically tailored services that the NwS considers adopting as a provided
service, the NwS should publicly disseminate such a 1list of such requests (including
the sector of the requestor) and allow for comments as per a previous section on
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No suprises"". Lastly, I would suggest a statement in the policy that requires
NWS to compile a year end public document detailing efforts it undertook and/or
accomplished during the past year, and initiatives it plans to take in the upcoming
year in terms of adhering to this policy. The latter should be open to public
comment. Those are all the comments I have for now. Please feel free to contact me
if you have any questions regarding my comments and/or use of NwS services.
Sincerely, Karsten Shein Assistant Professor - Meteorology and Climatology
Department of Geography and Earth Sciences Shippensburg University Shippensburg, PA
17257 http://www.ship.edu/~kashei kashei@wharf.ship.edu The referring webpage:

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

3 "I feel that any changes that make for better disemination of timely
information for use in the private sector is desireable, but should be offset by any
return flow of information from private sector to noaa. keep up the good work. The

referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

4 "As a private citizen user of NWS services, I object to the Fair Weather
Policy"" published on the NWS web site. I think it is a poor response to the NRC
white paper and a not so subtle move to the eventual privatization of the NwS. Its
main feature is a broad expansion of giving ""weather"" information and services to
private companies who have no liability for the accuracy of their information. If
people die as a result of ""company"" errors, they will not be held 1liable for their
actions because they will claim that the NwS was the source of their information.
Privatization of vital NASA duties and a subsequent corporate coverup and whitewash
led to the deaths of seven astronauts, Is NOAA set on the track for a similar
disaster ??? Rethink this policy. It is seriously flawed...... D. Meisel The
referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

5 "Thank you for the opportunity to comment. The ""bottom line"" of any
policy Tike this is to make sure that the general public, in particular the
taxpayers, are not ultimately driven to a ""pay for data"" scenerio. NOAA and other
governmental agencies associated with protecting the health and welfare of the
nation's citizens should not be placing important information in the hands of the
private sector for regurgitation to the public at a profit. Please keep this 1issue
in mind as NOAA moves through finalization of this and future policies. Again,
thank you for the opportunity to comment. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

6 "My comment concerns your two paragraphs as quoted below: IT'S ABOUT TIME!!
I was getting the distinct feeling that commercial entities were being favored by
the NWS. I could see the day coming when I would have to pay for any weather info
not provided by public broadcasters. You might, though, include something stronger
about obtaining and maintaining resources. I hope we don't get to a place where
users must provide their own very expensive resources to obtain and use your
products. This would favor large entities and stiff the public. So, thank you; and
let's get this done as soon as possible. ~~r~~cmmmmmmccmmc s~~~ e

""# open information dissemination: NWS recognizes that open and unrestricted
dissemination of high quality publicly funded information, as appropriate and within
resource constraints, is good policy and is the law. # Equity: NWS will be equitable
in dealings with various classes of entities and will not show favoritism to
particular classes of partners or individual entit es, particularly those in the
academic and commercial sectors. NWS will not provide a service to a segment of the
user community that cannot be provided to all similar types of users."" The
referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"
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7 I believe anytime an agency of the government tries to become more efficent
they should do so. so long as the cost involved is not to DEAR. Joe Martie.. The
referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/

8 "To Whom It May Concern , I'm the DOT Bridge Inspection Supervisor for
western North Carolina . I'm responsible for 31 counties . I have six two man crews
that are scattered throughout western North Carolina . The weather reports which you
provide are very important to us all . In this area more real time reports will be a
blessing . Thank you all for your hard work . Mark callis The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

"It would be correct to charge the private sector for data collected by NOAA
if the data is used to generate income. Entities such as the weather Channel and
software companies that write programs using automatic updates to NOAA/NWS sites as
features should not get this information at no cost. Universities, schools,
researchers and other not for profit organizations using the information should not
be charged. 1Individuals who seek the data for nothing other than their own
information(ie. going on a picnic in 20 minutes and want to know if it is going to
rain) should not be charge. Their taxes helped pay for the information and shouldn't
be charged again. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

10 "Please remember the public, the people who pay for this service. I would
1ike to be able to access more of the service also. I do not understand why I cannot
have full access without going through third parties. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

11 "Paragraph 1 of the Proposed Policy identifies three groups served by NOAA:
Public (defined as federal. state, or local government); Academic (implying
association with an academic institution); or, private (defined as weather service
companies, consultans, etc.). A fourth major group is ignored, and it seems by
implication excluded. The seemingly excludedgroup is all individual citizen
taxpayers who want either simplified products or access to highly technical
information for any legal purpose. These people are the ultimate consumers as well
as the ultimate owners of all the data and employers of the service providers. 1In
paragraph 3 it states ""These policies are based on the premise that government
information is a valuable national resource, and the economic benefits to society
are maximized when government information is available in a timely and equitable
manner to all."" ALL must by simple definition include the aforementioned fourth
category. Best Regards, Gene Pharr gene@pharr.com The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

12 "I believe this policy is a good proactive issue. After all....cooperation
is very important in this day and time. D J RAY P O Box 296 Gardendale, Tx 79758
The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

13 "If the overall impact of any changes proposed is a net reduction in costs
to the American Taxpayer then by all means DO IT! oOtherwise, what difference does
it make? The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"
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14 "THESE WEATHER LINKS ARI:Z VERY IMPOTRANT TO ME AS A MARITIME OFFI!ICER,ANY AND
ALL INFO IS NEEDED. The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

15 "Please do NOT adopt_the Proposed Policy on Partnerships. NOAA weather radar
in near real-time is an absolute MUST here in central I1linois, where tonight we
have a tornado watch. Just try to get the same up-to-the- minute info. on private

sector so-called WEATHER Channel (er, the COMMERCIAL Channel's) ""local
forecast""...almost always 45 minites or more out of date (i.e., when it's working).
PLEASE!! Keep provision of vital weather information in the PUBLIC sector. The

referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

16 "The new policy provides no clear direction, as did the 1991 policy,
concerning the separation of public vs private competition. This is of concern
given the fact that the NWS is already in violation of the 1991 policy since there
are many examples whereby they are providing services and competing directly with
the private sector. NWwS representatives in the webcast stated that it was not their
intent to broaden their scope into those services. If that is the case then they
should have no objection to stating so in the newer policy. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

17 "Good Day: I am a VFR private pilot (Piper Cherokee) with military (Air
weather Service) training as a forecaster and observer (synoptic, radiosonde,
dropsonds, etc.) I cannot get a briefing from a forecaster anymore. A few summers
ago I was caught in the Smoke from Canadian forest fires (3000 ft to 9000
ft)returning from Cleveland to washington, DC. I was not briefed on this. VSBY was
marginal VFR throughout the flight. The weather briefer said the flight would be
""VFR"", not marginal. The ADDS products that I use to look at flight conditions
are great, but I have no access to any such products once in the air except through
spoken radio. The planned ""two way"" ADS-B (acft to gnd) are very expensive, and I
have no room for such in my little plane. I can hear weather radio, but it no Tonger
has VFR info such as cloud layers (ceilings!) and restriction to visibility. I can
tune in a nearby Aw0S, but by then, I am very close to the AWOS and ""in the
weather"" I want to know about before I get there. I can ask for A C assist, on an
""as available"" basis. I can call any nearby FBOs, but that is ""iffy"". I can quit
whining and ""take my chances"". I can stay home and leave the VFR skys to IFR
pilots and airliners. Perhaps I can get the high price ADS-B connectivity to my
tiny cockpit using a portable radio? (not planned) well, how about I get a descrete
transponder code %or my entire VFR flight, and the NWS weather radio stations
broadcast a subchannel digital feed I can dump into my PalmPilot Tungstin, or HP
Jordana, from a special wx radio reciever with an RS-232 port on it. I would get,
via wX local radio stations, position reports, ATC info, hazards to navigation,
instant updates on special TFRs, ATC instructions, etc. Wwhat, no MFD? Probably not.
It will cost as much as my aircraft engine unless it is subsidized. I.e., I may not
be able to afford it. what do you think? Am I offering a good idead or two, or am I
just ""not with the program""? Michael F. winthrop The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

18 "I am in favor of allowing the private sector Tike myself access to all the
information gathered by all agencies since it is tax dollars that fund the agencies,
I don't 1ike being shut out of data that I can use on a daily basis. Thanks The
referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"
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19 "Hello! As a final end user (i.e. a private citizen) and amateur
meterologist, I do not see anything wrong with the proposed new policy. I do wonder
however if the tens of thousands of amateur-owned and -operated factory-built
weather stations ought to be specifically mentioned in the policy. As the
technology advances the capabilities and accuracy of these factory-built stations
steadily climbs, while the cost of installing these stations continues to drop
rapidly. Many of these stations generate data that ends up being shared regionally
(nationally?), thus becoming part of the permanent record. Perhaps something should
be said in the policy that strongly encourages (requires?) periodic calibration
checks by amateur station owners. Does the existing metadata currently specify
details about amateur-collected data? As an end user, I would like to know if data
did NOT come from a professional source. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

20 "I support the NOAA's Comment on NOAA's Proposed Policy on Partnerships in
the Provision of weather, water, Climate and Related Environmental Information. I
realize others are pressuring you to stop so that they can sell us the data, however
there is plenty of room for innovation by these companies if they wish to offer
value added product. The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

21 the idea of combining these areas for the advancement of all is a splended
idea if the main intention is to improve communication between all! but my concerns
would be that the administration of such a plan would not serve the interests of all
three! who would be in charge of such an endevour and who would have what say in the
applications of such a partnership! remember that absolute power in the hands of a
few could spell trouble and have a negative impact on what is now a workable system!
The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/

22 "Greetings.... Recognizing our needs as well as our ability to meet them is
worthy of a policy all on its own. Our development as a nation sometimes happens in
small, un-noticable steps, and sometimes in giant Teaps..(911 attack). wWe must have
permission to succeed, to better ourselves and our world. As a sailboat owner, I
depend on some of the technology that makes my 1ife safer, more useful, and
convienent. As an emergency manager, I depend on technology to keep me informed and
manage life and death missions and the risk. without interagency co-operation and
the availablity of accurate, current information and the tools used to capture and
manage it, the ability to mitigate a safe and predicted outcome becomes at risk.
Please encourage all our contribuators to continue developing and sharing the tools
and experience so that our sometimes stubborn and ignorant leaders will live Tong
enough to learn the ropes and maybe actually do a good job one day. Andrew McGregor
The referring webpage: http://weather.gov fairweather/"

23 "I partciularly support the following item: . . NWS recognizes that
open and unrestricted dissemination of high quality publicly funded information,
as appropriate and within resource constraints, 1is good policy and is the Taw.
This recognizes the right of the public to access the information and services for
which they have paid. I hope that prices for your archival products can be kept Tow,
because I believe that many important research discoveries result from giving easy,
inexpensive access to a wide variety of researchers, both university and
entrepenurial. That said, I am troubled by the item that precedes it, "". . .
Unless public safety or national security concerns dictate otherwise, NWS will
provide all users, including those in the private and academic sectors, adequate
notice and opportunity for input into decisions regarding the development and
dissemination of significant products and services, and their discontinuance.
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Many of the best ideas come from the NwS people who wor most regularly with the
data, and the clients for that data. Having heard many of my fellow Certified
Consulting Meteorologists complain about competition from the government, I see this
policy as 1likely to deter NWS innovation. I foresee endless complaints Taunched
about new products that obviously serve the general public's needs, but offend some
in the prvate sector. I hope my comments are helpful. Thank you for the
opportunity to express an opinion. Francis L. Ludwig, PhD, CCM Consulting Professor
Environmental Fluid Mechanics Laboratory Dept. of Civil and Environmental
Engineering Stanford, CA 94305-4020 phone: 650-366 5901 e-mail:
fludwig@stanford.edu The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

24 "Oour taxes support NOAA. I oppose all efforts to transform the wholesale
public product of our national weather centers into a private commodity available
only to retail weather outlets. Unless private marketers resell a significantly
""value added"" weather product, they should not be allowed to repackage and resell
weather information at all. The roles of government should be strictly Timited, but
the dissemination of timely and cogent weather information on demand, as needed, to
any citizen, is certainly one of them. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

25 "Dear Sir/Ma'am, Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed
rule change. I use the products almost on a daily basis for activities as varied as
flight planning or bicycling to work. I have grown to trust the products produced by
the NWS and how to better interpret the information available. Also, as a former
government representative, I understand the employees of the NwS are dedicated to
serving the public as they have been entrusted by the public to provided the most
accurate and un-biases information they can with no hidden agendas or special
interest considerations. For this reason, I would ask that this agreement be
tailored to include a section that would address the sharing of data between NwS and
academia private companies at no cost to NwWS. Also, any data received from the
before mentioned entities (academia and private companies) can be distributed to the
public at no cost when Tife or property are at risk. Lastly I ask that you please
modify section three as follows: 3. In furtherance of these policies, NWS will
continue to carry out all current and planned activities which contribute to 1its
mission, including collecting and archiving data; ensuring their quality; issuing
forecasts, warnings, and advisories; and providing unrestricted access to publicly
funded observations, analyses, model results, forecasts, and related information
products in a timely manner and at the Towest possible cost to users. Thank you,
Dan Guillaume The referring webpage:"

26 "To whom it may concern: Please keep the private sector out of the
government meteorological operations! The only exception should be for
University/College partnering done fairly and equally. Private sector interaction
results in double taxation: Vendors are driven to make profits off of government
products that are free to them. Wworking in the commercial TV broadcast sector, we
are often price-gauged for data from vendors. Another different instance: The AMS
has raised their Seal renewal fee from $70 per year 4 years ago, to $230 this year.
Their costs for issuing the seal have not risen. If the AMS government partnership
is furthered, they could charge us for using 'AMS approved' weather data.
Sincerely, John Fuller TV Meteorologist (25 years experience) The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

27 I think the policy statement is fine. I use the NOAA on Tine service a Tot.
I do this because I feel that the commercial forecasters tend to slant their
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forecast to suit some purpose other than pure weather forecasting. Keep up the good
work. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/

28 "It is essential, in my opinion, that NwS forecast information be made
available directly to the public thru such avenues as the internet and weather radio
broadcasts. I want to know that information I get from NOAA broadcasts and from Nws
website is the Tatest up to date information available. Secondly, I think that
commercially available weather information reflecting NwS forecasts should be
identifed as such. I should be able to know if commercially broadcast weather
information is reflective of NwS forecasts or if it is the product of a particular
announcer or non NWS organization. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

29 "I am in support of the proposed policy and hope that the three major
parties can work together in a way that supports and improves the services provided
to the community. We all benefit from shared resources and are grateful to those
who combine them in a way that helps us as a whole. Best regards for a bright
future, Luis Marroquin The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

30 "Ummmmm, guys - gals - those with, and those without PHD's... It just seems
to me, and old fat guy without any letters after his name or credentials, that the
best way to get along - is to not get along. what I mean, is to have you all form a
fourth agency, equally funded, staffed, and with one general manager from each of
the three area's. Make it the central clearing house for weather dissemination to
all three area's, and make sure it has all of the latest innovations in forcast
models, equipment, etc... Ohh yea, it must be automynous from everyone else as far
as control, politics, etc. is concerned yet given the authority to request, and get,
exactly what - or who it needs, to stay on top. Might be a pretty good idea to make
the appointments to the new agency short lived - 1ike two years or so, and
non-repeatable. It is my opinion that three massive high pressure systems will
never come together in the publics' best interest in any other way. Not a criticism
of anyone at all, cause everyone does a great job at what they do. But shoot, nobody
wants to come in second, or be the last pup to the meal donchaknow. The referring
webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

31 I approve the policy only if it leads to better forecasting and information
gathering. I DO NOT want the private sector making a profit from the info that the
NWS disseminates. Such as dowloading the NwS servers and using it help their
paysites. They should Tink their sites to NWS servers. (Climate Data) The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/

32 "Please keep my e-mail address confidential, i.e. for the purposes of this
communication only and no commercial (etc.) spam. I have only three comments, and
they are brief. The Tast thing needed are heavy regulations on how things are done
in this realm. It would kill the current forward motion toward providing the best
service. What's being done now 1is quite usefull and should be enhanced or expanded
prudently without limitations. The Canadians call their weather service
""Environment Canada."" You may consider renaming yourselves if you are expanding
IS functionality. 1In my area at least, there are numerous personal weather stations
of high or at least defined accuracy. They are severely underutilized in gathering
conditions and annual data. Seems like they would be at Teast as valuable as the wX
bouys floating at sea. You're welcome to look at mine:
http://home.earthlink.net/~creesesc/wxdata.html It uses the Davis weather Monitor
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II hardware. Regards, Kris Harrison The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

33 "I agree and concur wholeheartedly with your proposal to make all
disseminated data avaliable to all interested parties without regard to their
personal, academic or commercial standing. This is a very positive move by
NOAA/NWS. Oh - I think ""Partnership"" should be defined as the NOAA/NWS
relationship with ""al1"" users and not simply those with whom NOAA/NWS has
traditionally cooperated. I believe that, over time, you will be pleasantly
surprised by the information, feedback and applications resulting from this change
of policy. Respectfully, Tom Brown wake Forest, NC The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

34 "As a recent addition to the private sector, I believe that the proposed
Policy is appropriate and will generate much needed dialogue between the three
parties as to their intentions and aspirations. The momentum of rapid advancements
in the field of meteorology over the past one hundred years will continue into the
future. Partnership and cooperation between the three sectors will continue to push
us toward our mutual goal: to disseminate weather information to the general public
in a timely and accurate fashion. It is important that we keep this in mind to
prevent stringent guidelines and uncooperative members of the three parties from
slowing progress. I do not share the views of many employees of the private sector
who believe the innovation of new products by the National weather Service (NWS)
will lead to the demise of many companies. Quite the contrary, I believe new
products will continue to foster growth and new ideas in the private sector that
will better serve their clients. In addition, the NwS will provide the public,
academic and public sectors with better products that will ultimately allow us to
create better weather forecasts. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

35 "The data gathered by NwS should be left in the public domain and the
current process of dissemination should be continued. The timely forecast maps,
radar reports and the ability to get a standardized forecast is invaluable to the
public. what to wear, should I Teave the car windows closed, can I cut the grass
tomorrow, are all questions the web site answeres admireably. Private firms
frequently issue forecasts by a Meteorologist who is unfamiliar with the locar area.
Topography plays a role in the formation of Thunder storms and Tornadoes the two
most dangerous short notice weather phenomonah and NWS really should Took into the
location factor. The two largest Tornadoes to strike in the Dallas Ft. Worth area
formed within a half mile of my home in Benrook, Tx. They formed above the head of a
small canyon downwind of a lake where the prevailing wind is somewhat focused. For
my two cents worth keep the web site as is and channel resources to improving on the
forc asting technique. A 1live doppler radar that can be localized by zooming would
be a great addition for rural families Tike my wifes father. I used a doppler radar
feed from a TV station to warn them that a severe storm was approaching their
location and Tater found out the storm had produced a Tornado less than an hour
before it got to them. 1In fact dust picked up by the Tornado was still in the air
when the storm got to them. The rural community has virtually no warning system
available on very short notice in fact the lack of local Tv stations (fifty miles or
so away)is not terribly reliable as the coverage varies greatly from one station to
the other. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

36 "I often review forecasts and weather date for Northern California from the

National wWeather Service, the weather Channel and Accu weather for the same period.

The weather Channel is generally incorrect in their day 2 and day three forecast,
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and often give different data -such as current tempenture- for identical locations
for the current day. Accu Weather is incorrect on almost everything they provide.
It is hard to see how a partnership between NOAA and these(and perhaps others Tlike
them) can do anything but lessen the current Tever of service provided by the
National weather Service. Remember; if it ain't broken, don't fix it. The
referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

37 "My primary concern is that the NOAA's policy will never include private
software, similar to the health care policy using index numbers copyrighted by the
American Chemical Society, where users are forced to pay monies to private copyright
holders in order to use government products. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

38 "I have three comments on the policy statement posted by the NWS on-line at:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php A) Comment on item 3 of Policy on
Partnerships in the Provision of weather, water, Climate and Related Environmental
Information ""3. 1In furtherance of these policies, NwWS will carry out activities
which contribute to its mission, including collecting and archiving data; ..."" The
above sentence should state ""3. 1In furtherance of these policies, NOAA and the NwS
will carry out activities which contribute to its mission, including collecting and
archiving data; "" NESDIS is the agency primarily charged with archiving weather
data, hence, the need to broaden the above statement. B) Comment on item 4. ""4.
To advance the weather, water, and climate enterprise, NWS will provide information
in forms accessible to the public as well as underlying data in forms convenient to
additional processing by others. NwS will make its data and products available in
Internet-accessible %orm to the extent practicable and within resource constraints,
and will use other dissemination technologies, e.g. satellite broadcast and NOAA
weather Radio, as appropriate.”"" NOAA weather Radio forms the backbone of an
all-hazard system and the policy should emphasize NOAA Weather Radio as a primary
source that anyone can turn to receive weather information. The policy should
include lanaguage already promulagated by the NwS, such as: NOAA Weather Radio and
the Emergency Alert System (EAS) use the same digital protocols, and NOAA weather
Radio is the primary means for NwS alerts to activate the Emergency Alert System
(adapted from < http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/NWS_EAS_chg_imp].pd% C) Comment on a
caption listed under item 8. ""Equity: NWS will be equitable in dea1ings with
various classes of entities and will not show favoritism to particular classes of
partners or individual entities, particularly those in the academic and commercial
sectors. NWS will not provide a service to a segment of the user community that
cannot be provided to all similar types of users."" My question 1is whether the
above clause should be included in the policy? Exceptions seem to always arise. If
the above statement must be inlcuded, consider deleting the end of the first
sentence to get rid of the ""particularly those in the academic and commercial
sectors.""  The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

39 "Dear NOAA and NwS Sstaff, This plan sounds 1like a great idea. I think the
focus on trying to address all user groups eqyually, and as well, the increasing use
of TCP/IP and the internet to address more and more of your services to the public
is a great thing and should be encouraged. You can level the playing field more
between which services you provide big business and the general tax paying public by
providing some sort of ""open source"" XML data set and services to everyone. You
might focus on very simple but highly structured and diverse XML strategies and
designs that address both public and private needs online, if need be, but where one
group may access additional specialized pieces on top of a common data set thats
shared among all groups concerned. XML and similar online data sets will allow you
to use that. I also recommend you put alot of energy and thought into how you will
be structuring any public data sets and formats online before you deliver them to
the public, so that a Tong term uni versality and ""Standards Compliance"" (see
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www.w3c.com) can be achieved among all groups sharing that data and possibly
exchanging it between software vendors and services. This includes schemas and
DTD's. When the next great data services technology comes along that replaces XML, I
would be prepared with a a good overall delivery backbone and data structure that
can easily grow into those next generation demands (wireless, alert systems,
satellite data exchanges, new analog format delivery, etc.) XML, itself provides you
the flexibility to grow and adapt to any need you may have data-wise, but its up to
the design group to make sure the structure you place on yourself in terms of node
names, heirarchy, data groupings, and web services is flexible enough to grow as
well. Finally, there is alot of people in the public sector...amateur weather folks,
who need more free, easily obtainable and reliable data from the National weather
Service. Many of these people will drive the next generation developmnet of small
businesses based in part or in whole on your public sector data. So, make sure that
data is as widely accessible, fast, and adaptable as possible to those groups as
they grow. (I feel strongly you will see more public sector groups and individuals
focused on alerting systems using online data, so it needs to be reliable and fast.
XML Web Services using weather data exchanges and alerts, for example.) Again we
love your services and keep up the great work. And keep going forward with internet
accessible data strategies to the public at Targe. bDont forget about the 1little guy!
Mitchell stokely - bpallas, TX The referring webpage:"

40 "I think this policy will be very beneficial to the public, and as an
aviator, especially helpful. The availability of private sector companies to access
NwWS data, and deliver it to me in a timely and convenient format, in near real time,
is a valuable and potentially Tife saving tool. Paul Fertitta The referring
webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

41 "I would Tike to see both sectors work together. The more people who work on
weather related subjects as a group could do nothing but improve knowlege of the end
result, INFORMATION!!! The referring webpage:

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

42 "My primary concern is the availability of NOAA forecasts and
climate/weather related products to the general public. The quality of so-called
private sector forecasts has deteriorated significantly over the last 20 years (as
has almost all media). They are more interested in stroking presenters egos and
ensuring commercials are presented than in thorough coverage. Sincerely, James
Lindsay The referring webpage:"

43 This sounds Tike a good policy. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php

44 Being a retired National weather Service employee an also retired National
VP of Weather Service Employees Union...I believe after working for 35 years 38
years total time that all parties using the data that the NwS works up an sends out
online should have to PAY FOR THE DATA RECEIVED FROM THE NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE...this would bring the cost to the government down an costs to National
weather Service. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/

45 ~ "I'm not sure_exactly what the proposed policy will do to NOAA weather
reporting and the wealth of information that can be obtained from NOAA. My comment
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is that I am not for the change if it will reduce the information I can get from
NOAA (& the NwS). What I mainly use 1is the NwS for personal reasons for boating,
flying (light aircraft) and land based activities. I also use NOAA information for
Great Lake water level information. My main source of this information is weather
radio or the internet. Thank you. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

46 "As a resident of FL's Gulf Coast, I rely on noaa and nhc to keep me
informed during hurricane season. Your websites are easy to navigate and very
informative, both in general, and for specific info. I would support any efforts
aimed at increasing capability and accuracy in forcasting storms, but worry about
the ability to per%orm the srevices so superbly provided if these partnerships
become a draw on noaa or nhc resources. please keep up the outstanding work, and
insist on funding to allow you to go forward. Thank You, Larry Folta The
referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

47 "It would be fantastic to have the wide array of tools currently offered by
proprietary companies and organizations in addition to those supplied by the NwS
made available at a single point that would be accessible to the general public. As
a SKYWARN spotter, it is extremely frustrating to require subscription service
weather providers to attain some of the data which could be made public. In example,
storm echo tops are one of the displays currently only available via subscription,
yet the source of the information is the WSR-88D radar sets operated by the NwS. I
don't believe that it is possible to provide too much data to the public, quite to
the contrary! Those who would seek information 1like storm echo tops, current
lightning activity or the VIL display are more attuned to the advanced products and
have educated themselves regarding the usefulness of the tools...providing they can
access them. wireless Taptops computers are now common among storm spotters/chaser s
for the current (most of the time) data that is being gathered through a variety of
sensors operated by the NWS. Decisions based upon the data provided that are made by
spotters/chasers can aid in providing additional Tead time for issuing warnings or
watches based upon trained observer reports, the data provided to those in the field
should be as complete and up to date as possible. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

48 I encourage the various agencies to do just as outlined and overall I think
that the quality of work is good. I do wish that the Tocal radars could display
higher detail images of the location of precipitation as some Tocal TV stations have
this ability. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/

49 "i am glad to be able to see this policy. 1 read it several times, and i am
not sure what to think about it, mostly because i do not have a context for
understanding it. my suggestion would be to have a preface (either as a part of or
separate from the policy) that explains in common english why the policy 1is being
changed, what the diffrence between the old and the new policy 1is, and what the
practical implications will be if the new policy is adopted and implemented. what i
am suggesting is to include something similar to the common Tanguage preface to
insurance policies, voter initiatives, and other simsilar document. The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

50 "Restrictions appear restrictive, even for Domain Admin. jonb jonb@lava.net
The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"
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51 "I am very interested in the new changes. The private sector has available
technology that contributes to a more precise reading of local conditions during
hurricanes and severe storms. In ecruing wind data for analysis after several
hurricanes and tropical storms that hit or moved close to southeast Massachusetts 1in
the last fifteen years,it was more than apparent that the private sector was not
only availing themselves of the latest technology but out in the actual storms
taking wind readings...the weather service for the most part disreguarded or
disputed private sector readings and therefore the historical record has been
obstructed in several cases,This was very obvious during hurricane Bob in
1991,Edouard in 1996,and Floyd in 1999. The historical record to this day fails to
mention that the shores of Lake Champlain and much of the higher terrain in western
and northern New England received hurricane force wind gusts as Floyd in 1999 moved
over New England which caused substatial vegetation,recreational,and in several
notable cases structural damage. In 1991,hurricane Bob caused spectacular
instantaneous bursts of wind in the area of the Massachusetts coastline along the
southwest shores of Buzzards Bay east just east of Narragansett Bay. The NwS in
Taunton,Ma. which actually received much Tower winds being in a very weak sector of
the north- northwest eye barely concedes that winds were 40-50 mph higher in some
gusts only 20-25 miles away..... none of their personnel were in the outside exposed
areas that more ""efficient and dedicated"" storm watchers positioned themselves
in....Desk-top weather staticians need to be more involved or be braver in their
roles.In the 1950's and 1960's when weather technology was far less
sophisticated, there consisted of a much broader,completer record of peak wind gusts
in the many hurricanes that hit that region. Now the private sector has taken up the
effort and still is challenged,if not altogether disreguarded when private state of
the art wind instruments abound and are utilized. Also,when the private sector
actually reports seeing funnels and the NWS insists there is only straight-Tine
damage,we have another problem. I have actually been to a site where the NwS had
just Teft and they actually ignored walking/driving a short distance from the
inspection site and therefore completely ignored swirl damage on the ground. we all
need to redirect energy to building better partnerships to aquire a more complete
historical record. Respectfully submitted, Sarah BIshop valentejn The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

52 "I FOR ONE TOTALLY AGREE AND RECOMEND THE ACTIONS SET FORTH IN THE PROPOSAL.
IN A TME WHEN INFORMATION IS AT AN ALL TIME HIGH, THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD UTILIZE ANY
AND ALL INFORMATION SOURCES AT ITS DISPOSAL. THEREFORE, I STRONGLY URGE THE
COMMISSION TO PASS THE RESOLUTION IN A TIMELY MANNER. The referri ng webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

53 "I have read much of the material on the Fair weather proposal,
including comments by the weather industry front organization, CCAI, at http://
www.ccianet.org/press/00/0321.php3, in which they claim that government agencies
(i.e. NOAA) is ""unfairly competing"" against the private interests (i.e. weather
businesses). sSuch a claim is nonsense, of course, because the internet and cable
weather companies DO NOT create their own image data, they get it from NOAA and
repackage it. So they are consumers just Tike I am and they are not entitled to
special access to the images NOR should the public access to any of the images be
excluded so that these companies can make a profit on the backs of tax paying
citizens. The most likely target for supression by the CCAI clients would be the
TIMELY LOOPING radar images. This MUST NOT happen. I believe that NOAA will be
fullfilling its public obligations by Teaving its ""National weather Service""
websites running exactly as they presently are. They supply looping radar images 1in
a timely manner, freely accessible to the public in a browser NEUTRAL manner, and
that is what they should continue to do. So, regardless of what computer operating
system or browser you use you can freely access the latest weather images. By
contrast, Weather.com 1is advertizing a propriatary ""Desktop Weather™" application
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that serves only those using the windows 98/ME/2000/XP platforms, and give no more
information than the NOAA National Weather Service websites give, except for the
ads, and except for the fact that only 75 cities have access. All the rest can go
fish. A1l this for $30 per year! These are giant steps backwards from what NOAA
is offering the citizen-taxpayer now. Any ""policy"" which forces NOAA to do Tess
than it is doing now is betraying the trust of the American taxpayers. The
referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

54 "on the face, the policy Tooks great. It will be fantastic to get real time
radar and other weather information over the internet, rather than delayed
information. After all, we're paying for it, we should get it in the most timely
manner possible! Thanks for all the work you do. Yours is truely a good and
worthwhile organization! The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

55 "I suppport this proposed policy. This proposed policy can: 1) Greatly
enhance the ability of the NOAA, NWS, OAR and NOS to accurately provide real-time
and improving information that can be utilized to effect public SAFETY; 2) Improve
the ability of the public and industry to appropriately (via greater accuracy)
employ other activities that affect the economy - outdoor events such as music/art
events, boating and many other recreational activities that provide fiscal benefits
to cities, counties, and private businesses alike. 3) Because of greater
predictions, metrics, etc., all of these increase the quality of 1ife ofr thew
American public, whether it be from a reduction in Toss of Tife/injuries or an
enjoyable day at the beach or ampitheatre, which again has a Targe trickle-effect of
benefits in local communities and regions across the United States. Also, it
promotes an atmosphere of teamwork which will help improve our technological
advances and potentially open new resources/funding to continue our development as
we become much more technologically intelligent as we have the past 50 years!
Please enact this policy to the benefit of all people, not even just Americans...we
are truly one species on this planet, the better we understand our environment, its'
changes and how we affect it, the better off we all will be and our children. Last
- it might behoove us to Took at if the USGS can affect such a policy in the
interest of public welfare also. Thank you. Todd M. Ravazza
Father/Husband/surfer/safety Manager The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

56 "The proposed policy seems to make a great deal of sense from my viewpoint
in the Transportation Maintenance Division of the New York State Department of
Transportation. I have managed many of this agency's efforts to acquire timely,
accurate weather information to support activities like snow & ice control and
highway repairs over the last ten years. I strongly support the recommendations
noted in the proposed policy and referenced material. Thank you. -Joseph F. Doherty,
P.E. Maintenance Div./NYSDOT The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

57 "I would hope that the current availablity of weather information from NOAA
remains at it's current high standards and is not in any way affected by private
for-profit business concerns. with the trend towards media conglomeration (je:
Clearchannel,etc.)the choices are lessened and smaller communities are left out. I
can only guess there might be a certain number of entities that would 1ike a
monopoly of weather information and would dare use the ""Get the goverment out of
competing with us...."" meaning FREE and open accesss to PUBLIC information. The
National weather service is an important source of information that affects the
safety and well-being of citizens of the United States and should continue it's
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stellar job. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

58 I don not believe the policy whould be changed. I have observed there is a
tendency for news organizations to exagerate the potential of storm threats for
commercial gain in an effort to increase their viewership. The referring webpage:

59 i did not even have a computer in 1991. how is this different from the
policy that was in place at that time? Chuck The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php

60 "Hello, I'm very glad that your service is a free one, I have the weather
bug and am always appreciative of your forcasts, plus Tong range outlooks through
human input reading computer models. I would like to add my own 1input, via
observations that i collect through my own weather data from multiple locations. I
work in the town of Aloha, OR...and 1live in Beavertown, OR...which is only 5 miles
away. I am interested in (micro-climatology). I would 1like to be able to let
weather nuts like myself, as well as the weather service know that the readings they
take maybe completely different than what I'm seeing at my graveyard shift between
those locations. If I can be of service to provide weather stats, or provide
interesting happenings I get to observe because I work when everone's still
sleeping, then please let me know. I'll give a few examples... Last night the Tow
temp for Portland recorded to be 390F... In Aloha, I had to scrape frost off my
windshield, it was 30 OF...such a descrepincy for a few miles away...I got the
chance to see meteors when the glance off the atmosphere and no one reported it
cause they were asleep, it snowed in Beaverton, but at the same elevation 5 miles
away, it's raining... Since I was 13...now 33... I've had weather instruments of my
own, I would appreciate knowing if my skills and observations would be of interest,
or where to go to post comments on such local weather phenomna. Thankyou again for
your continued climatology service and the freindly people that work so hard for the
love of weather!!!!! Sincerely, Garron. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

61 "I fully agree with NOAA's proposed policy on partnerships.As a geologist,
I'm for anything that helps to smooth the way for relationships in research,
education, ""use-of"" data, and anything else that might be helpful in the fields of
environmental science. we're all in this together! The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

62 "Sounds reasonable. Safety before Empires I say. Just look at the
decrease in aviation accidents in 50 years due to weather awareness and
availiability. Bill Retired FAA Pilot weather Briefer/USAFR Crewmember/Pilot and
Aircraft owner. The referring webpage:"

63 "I full-heartedly agree with the proposal set forth, that the evolution of
technology allows for more rapid acquisition and dissemination of global data, and
the cross-over inclusion of all related entities in acting on and relaying of that
information should be boundary-free. - Caren Quisenberry The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"
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64 "The current distribution of weather information via the National weather
Service works fine as it currently exists. The private media frequently make errors
in reporting weather information and/or insert their own views which may in some
instances prevent persons from taking necessary precautions during 1life-threatening
severe weather conditions. Therefore, I feel the proposed changes are unnecessary
and irresponsible. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

65 "I am the Director of the Delavan Emergency Services and Disaster Agency.
we use the weather maps for severe weather. How 1is this going to change the maps
for tracking severe weather, and will this be real time maps, or how Tong will it
take to update the maps. Thank you Ron The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

66 "Does this new policy mean that I, as a private citizen, will no Tonger have
access to the tools I currently use on the NOAA website? I routinely check my local
radar loop at: http://weather.noaa.gov/radar//loop/DS.p19r0/si.kdox.shtml forecast
and my Tocal forecast at: http://weather.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/iwszone?Sites=:mdz015#t1l
and http://www.srh.noaa.gov/data/forecasts/mMpz015.php?warncounty=MDC035&city=Chester
I also enjoy browsing through the website reading about various special interest
subjects such as E1 Nino and hurricanes such as Isabel. 1In reading the Proposed
Policy I am a little afraid that I will no longer be able to. My first impression
was that private companies such as The weather Channel are trying to limit access to
your website in order to protect their advertisers. Being a satellite television
customer, The weather Channel does not meet my needs for weather information. Thank
you for allowing me express my concern. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

67 "I think it sucks. But based on that directive from oMB(?), what choice do
you have? Assigning equivalency between government and private sources of
information toward the performance of agency missions is just wrong. I notice all
of the nice satellite composites and analyses are gone. I think it's unfortunate
when such things are removed from free public use just so someone else can line
their own pockets. were they really so expensive to produce, or is it even worse
than that - are they still being produced but restricted to other government
agencies? Anyway, keep up the good work, to the degree you're allowed, at Teast.
Chris The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

68 "March 13, 2004 To whom It May Concern: While I am in no way a scientist,
I am a citizen, who relies on the National weather Service for information and
checks your site regularly. I want to be able to trust the information that comes
from the NWS. Before addressing things that seem to be unclear in the new policy,
I14d like to thank you for requesting public commentary. Again, I am not in politics,
just a citizen, so my reading of the policy is such that I have little context
regarding the o0frictiond that the introduction to the policy discusses. o6a[private
sector] works with the NwS to communicate forecasts and warnings that may affect
public safety.6 The language 6works witho is not clear to me. Does this statement
su%gest that possibly, the Government would give some or all responsibility of
informing the public through private media outlets? Does this not happen already?
How does the Government benefit by working with the private sector to communicate
information? o6aproviding unrestricted access to publicly funded observations,
analyses, model results, forecasts, and related information products in a timely
manner and at the Towest possible cost to users.6 Who are the users? will the NwS
site begin to have pop-up ads and subscriptions, 1like Carnegie Mellon4Zs old weather
Underground has? If you charge ordinary citizens for the information that Nws
supplies, then why should citizens pay taxes that go, in part, to NWS? Are the
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users private companies, who will pay fees to the Government for their information?
I just do not understand this wording. ONOAA recognizes the public interest is
served by the ability of private sector entities and the academic and research
community to provide diverse services to meet the varied needs of specific
individuals, organizations, and economic entities. NWS will give due consideration
to these abilities, within the bounds of its mission responsibilities as an agent of
the US government.0 The above section concerns me, because, as we know the FCC has
shown to be too much under the influence of private interests in the past year. The
precedent of how a partnership between business interests and Government agencies
that seems to have been set in that case, suggests to me that when a partnership s
established, the private interests really outweigh those of the people, whom the
Government 1is supposed to represent. oOverall, the Tanguage of this policy seems to
consider academia and the private sector on an even plane (or even privileges the
private sector), but I question the wording. I think that at all costs, the
Government and academia should remain more aligned with each other and that the
private sector should be subordinate to the needs and work of real scientists. For
example, the following suggests that private business should have the exact same
access to information as academia has: ONWS will be equitable in dealings with
various classes of entities and will not show favoritism to particular classes of
partners or individual entities, particularly those in the academic and commercial
sectors. NWS will not provide a service to a segment of the user community that
cannot be provided to all similar types of users.0 The use of information by
scientists and businessmen are completely different, aimed at different ends.
Treating them the same does not make sense to me. The very next point in the policy
makes it sound as if the NwS will operate like a business: 6Maintain and explain the
routine: When faced with requests for specifically tailored services, NWS will make
sure the customer fully understands products NwS @routinely£ provides (e.g.
forecasts, watches, warnings and data sets) and the ability of private sector
providers to meet needs outside these routine services.d The NWS has O6customerso?
what I do not see in this policy is an interest in science and scientists, who
should be given budgets that help them to do their work as they see fit and to
disseminate information as they see fit; they should not have to negotiate, make
deals with, or entertain the interests of the private sector. If private companies
play a role in their work, fine, but having a policy that builds the private sector
into the roles of the Government is disturbing to me. Furthermore, the policy4s
repeated emphasis on ounrestricted accessé to information is extremely
disconcerting. Like I said above, I am not a scientist. However, I respect what
scientists do, and I would worry about what would happen if their work became
compromised by interests that are not theirs. I see this policy as opening the door
to such a compromise. Thanks for asking for input! I do appreciate the work of the
NWS. Sincerely, Elizabeth Rich The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

69 "Private meteorology companies would Tike the public to pay them for weather
info. This desire threatens the safety of the public and the meaningful thus
effectiveness of NOAA. The more you give away, the more you'll regret it in the
future. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

70 "I am encouraged with the apparent change in philosophy by the NwS
concerning control of information gathered by tax payer funded resources. I am
concerned, however, that the focus will be on discerning this information to the
academic and meteorlogical business communities. There is a wide base of private
citizens to whom weather and meteorlogical activities are an avocation. I do not
wish to find any of the information available to me, a private citizen, via the NwS
at the present time to become unavailable due to any change in policy to make
information more available to private companies and academic circles. I would not
mind having more information available to me, but I do not wish to see less
availability. Thanks for providing the forum to offer feedback on this issue. The
referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

Page 16



FairweatherComments?2.txt

71 "Very good idea. As a retiree living in a rural area, NOAA radar is my best
source for the location of weather events. Please continue and expand the available
information. The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

72 "As a radio weathercaster/producer, I think the proposed policy will do a
great deal to eliminate the rediculous and shameful disagreements between certain
members of the private sector, and the NWS over supposed competition between the
two. I have always believed that private forecasters can best make a profitable
Tiving by creating high quality, tailored products for customers, and not by trying
to reduce or degrade the public service aspect of the science of meteorology. I
think that any private sector company or individual who has to rely on eliminating
so called government competition does not belong in the business in the first place.
The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

73 "Pretty good, but there should a clearer statement that NwS exists to
provide a public service above and before assisting education or private enterprise.
PubTic money should provide benefit to the public (i.e. taxpayers and private
citizens) first. For example, this means that cutting funding for NOAA weather radio
stations in order to collect more data for the weather Channel would not be
acceptable. Thanks for the chance for input. The referring webpage:
http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

74 "I am not sure what the policy means, just keep it free Tike it is now, on
the net. Thank you The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/"

75 "I have read the Policy in detail. while I do not claim to understand all
the legal-ese involved in it, I did notice that the roll of the private sector was
primarily 'communication' and the roll of the NwS was 'observation' and
'prediction.' My concern 1is that once the Policy is adopted, the private sector can
cry 'foul' for the NwS making data and predictions publicly available on their
website, because the public distribution of data and predictions 1is supposed to be
the private domain. I am in staunch opposition to any policy that may interfere
with the NWS conveying unbiased and uncluttered observation and prediction
information directly to the American taxpayer. The NwS website, and all the
information available on it, is one of the finest examples of how a government
funded organization can meet and exceed its duty to the public. It was unclear
whether the ®PolicyZ will increase or decrease the NWS4£s ability to continue to
provide this kind of service directly to the people. If the ®Policy£ decreases the
NWSZs ability to provide data to the public, unclouded with pop-ups and
advertisements and other sorts of media bombardment, then it should not be adopted.

Otherwise, it seems fine. -Robert Campbell Civil Engineer and Recreational
Sailor. The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"
76 wouldn't it be benificial to all said parties to be able to pool their

knowledge and collected data together for the good of all? The referring webpage:

77 There can be only 1 voice for severe weather. This should rest with the
NWS. More than 1 voice invites misinterpretation of the intent of the warning to
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the general public by adding sensationalism to the warning for the purpose of
gaining an audience for profit. It also weakens the foundation of the issuing
lTocation and confuses the general public on where to go for information. For 2
(myself and my wife) we absolutely disagree with the thinking of the proposal. The
referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/

78 "Increasing the scope of certain functions of the NwS will only add to the
amount of work needed to produce that particular product. Tensengrity suggests the
best way, this word which I believe has to do with the sharring of stress between
all members of particular system, I think would best apply. This is best done by
free and easy transfer of information. More simply, I suggest looking at a
biological system as a guide for the development of the NWS, such as an animal organ
and how it relates the whole organism. The biggest thing this shows 1is that there
has to be a - free - flow of information between the parts, as well as specific
functions for all the systems pieces. NASA for instance has experimental data that
comes from GOES satelites that produces artificial skew-t log-p aerosonde charts for
places Tike Raleigh NC, where I Tive that could be added to the Greensboro and
Morehead City real balloon tests to enhance or perhaps compare with while making
forecasts. The Oklahoma University produces grid sizes for certain weather products
less than 20 kms, productions Tike this could add or at least be intergrated into
the picture that NWS meteorologists use to make forecasts. The one complaint I have
personally heard 1is that there is to much information and it takes to Tong to get to
all of it, so try to synthesize differing pieces of information into a more concrete
model, and give the meteorologists the quickest way to the widest range of data. A
hierarchal graphical map database where one idea 1ike convection leads to an array
of sub maps each with its own maps, or perhaps live data, from that. A map databse
branched like a tree root system, or multiple root systems. Human beings being
visual creatures can read a map many times faster than a log of numbers so perhaps
continual research and ""product testing"" of new more powerful maps would be
helpful. 1Increase the amount of automated systems for collection, would also be
helpful. what if every mile highway mile marker had a solar powered temperature
guage that transmitted that information to the next mile marker that in relay passed
it to a node for collection? Say put this with a simple humidity dectector... This
would greatly help the differing weather models output. Main point is for the NwS
to be better there has to be competition to succeed, better free flow of information
between the parts, and easier access to what is already available. Thank you for
letting me air my comments, good luck! Stewart Alexander The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

79 "In reading between the Tines of the reasons for the proposed new policy I
must question the intentions of the entities causing the ""tension"". I do not know
what these ""tensions"" are but I can imagine. I am fortunate enough to log-on to
the NWS site at least once a day to plan my business and personal activities based
on the data I receive and I rely exclusively on your services for this. I also tune
into local and national broadcasts mainly to confirm why I rely on your service for
accuracy. This is not to say that the broadcast media does not provide a valuable
service. For those who cannot directly access your services on-1line it may be their
only access. As for Academia and Private entities I have no first hand knowledge.
Oone could argue that I profit from the data that I receive from your service but I
do not profit from ""resale"" of that data in any form. If the ""tensions"" that
are mentioned are caused by entities that profit from the ""resale"" of your data I
must register my objection to any new policy that would accomadate them if it costs
the public one penny more to establish and maintain this policy. I further suggest
that your agency consider a fee for any data that is used for ""resale"". I am sure
this would cause some real ""tension"". I, for one, appreciate the accurate and
timely service you provide. I oppose any policy established that adversly affects
the operation of your agency in any way, shape or form. Thank you, Duncan Lamb

The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"
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80 we have every faith in NOAA and 1its proposal! we have followed your
organization for 40 years and we believe in your organizations judgements and ideas.
we support your efforts and will continue to do so in the forseeable future. Thank
you for being so accessible and for producing a vehicle of such complete information
in an exceptionally easy format. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/

81 "Being a weather enthusiast for many years, I find the idea of Timiting or
even prohibiting satellite data to the general public(ie weather enthusiasts) both
uncalled for and unfair. My tax money pays for these satellites and the people who
monitor them and their data. I also think there are other alternatives such as
mirror servers or repeat loops in crucial situations such as landfalling storms or
severe weather outbreaks. This would help with bandwidth issues. I think everyone
with an interest in weather who chooses to use these satellites has the right. It
would be a big blow to the weather enthusiasts and Skywarn community to prohibit us
from this data. I belong to a weather enthusiasts web site Storm2k.org and we hope
that these satellites and there data will always be available to us. Thanks for your
time. The referring webpage: http://www.storm2k.org/phpbb2/viewtopic.php?p=442882"

82 "dear NWS; regarding partnerships in providing weather data. 1in our home,
we visit NWS .gov sites on a daily basis. it is the first thing we do in the
morning, to decide what activities we will be pursuing- based on our weather
forecast. 1in the past, we did try to use private websites, but in recent years we
check your .gov site almost exclusively. our preference for the .gov sites, 1is that
they are faster, we like the narrative style with complete explanations, that we
feel are trustworthy. at times we have found that the private websites do not have
the same information, and that causes us to mistrust them. also, the privates do
decide what information they feel is most useful to the public and edit accordingly.
we want access to all the information that the NwS makes available, and then we will
decide. by using NWS information direct, we are as up to date as we can be. thank
you for this opportunity to comment. keep up the good work. curt The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

83 "Any process that potentially gives more timely weather information to the
public is of substantial benefit to all. while many private weather forecasting
firms exist, most exist to serve specific needs and those needs would not be
threatened by a more open and proactive policy by the NWS. As a pleasure boater, I
have personally experienced situations where more timely weather information would
have been of great value. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

84 "Your proposed Policy on Partnerships disregards the most important
Partnership that NOAA has. That between you and the final recipients of the
information your systems gather, analyze and predict. The information available on
the various NWS sites is *by far* the most complete weather information available
from any source. This policy opens the doors for the private sector to quietly seek
""Establishing procedures for seeking input and suggestions to create, modify, or
discontinue products and services"" that would dramatically reduce the usefulness of
the information that the National weather Service provides to the public today.
This is wrong. The very purpose of the National weather Service is to make this
publicly funded information as available to ALL as reasonably possible. The purpose
of the private sector is solely to make money for their investors. Because of the
differing focus, there will always be tension between the parties. Do not forget
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that your first mission is to the American public. You provide invaluable
information to protect T1ife and property as well as invaluable information to plan
simple personal events. On a personal note, I find that I can almost always get a
more accurate forecast from using the information on your site than any other
available source. Find another source that actually has the isobaric map available,
for instance. I therefore suggest, that there be specific language added to section
6 that protects information made freely available to the public from the National
weather Service from encroachment by the private sector. Thanks for your
consideration of my comments. Sincerely, Greg Bishop. 4794 Tapestry Dr. Fairfax, VA
22032 The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

85 "As a boater and a fisherman on the Monterey Bay, I appreciate the equity 1in
dealing with all parties of interest. Your information is paramont in our safety and
success. Thanks AL # Equity: NwS will be equitable in dealings with various
classes of entities and will not show favoritism to particular classes of partners
or individual entities, particularly those in the academic and commercial sectors.
NwS will not provide a service to a segment of the user community that cannot be
provided to all similar types of users. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

86 "DATA EXCHANGE IS ALWAYS THE BEST PROCEEDURE AS ALL BENEFIT FROM SUCH OPEN
ENDED DIALOUGE, AND THE SOURCES ARE EXPANDED... THAT IS WHAT THE INTERNET IS ALL
ABOUT ANYWAY... BESIDES THAT YOU FOLKS HAVE A GREAT PRODUCT THAT I USE EVERYDAY!

MAHALO! The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

87 "I came upon this Proposed Policy on Partnerships while searching for
weather information. I was happy to find that organizations are coming together to
improve the prediction, monitoring, and early warnings of our sourrounding outdoor
enviroment that we all Tlive in. I would think with co-operation and working together
that the results would be postive. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

88 "Even as an engineer and a pilot, I can not understand what your policy
change accomplishes. It seems to be written in ""committee speak"" or
""governmentese"" Can you rephrase it to plane speaking such as ""in the past we
wanted to provide raw data and finished forcast in our own format and let the
citizens figure out with industry and academic help what we meant to say.--Now we
are going to provide data and finished forcast in formats everyone can understand.""
. or what ever you meant to say... The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

89 "NwS: I applaud the efforts involved to update the 1991 NwS Partnership
Policy. I am not totally familiar as to the complete history to facilitate this
effort, but I do believe that more clarification of roles between the NwS, private
sector and academia is needed. This policy statement appears to address how the NwS
will ""conduct"" its business relating to its mission statement and coexist with the
private sector and academia. Great detail is provided as to how the NwS will
distribute its data, communicate data modifications and changes, provide advance
notice of all changes etc. I believe this is a great to see the NwS take these
issues detailing its implied service level agreements with its partners. However, I
believe it should go further and set expectations as to how its product set will be
used by 1its partners including the private sector and academia. 1In short, taxpayer
funds go into the creation and collection of the data and information and it should
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be treated as copyrighted material. Too often, the private sector has misled
parties into believing certain forecasts, data sets or forecasting models are the
result of internal efforts. The private sector should not have the right to issue
severe weather warnings that contradict the NWS warnings. The private sector should
not be able to take NWS information and distribute it as ""their own"" product
without giving source credit to the NWS. The private sector should have to provide
credit to the NwS for any product that it simply ""redistributes"" with or without
and value-added capability. 1In addition, academia should not be allowed to compete
with the NWS or the private sector. Specifically, if a forecast model was created
by a research institution using public funds that model should be freely available
to all. Also, universities should not have the ""right"" to provide operational
forecasts to the media, aviation or other public or commercial entity other than
being used the internal use of that institution of learning. I believe academia has
and should continue to be closely associated with the NwS %or research purposes and
not be in the position of trying to compete with either the private sector or the
NWS. Lastly, on item 8 last bullet - I'm not sure of the intent of this section. I
don't understand how the ""NwS will make sure the customer fully understands
products NWS ""routinely"" provides...."". The NWS can explain the products and
services it offers, but it can not assume that the customer will understand. I
believe a better way of wording this would be that the ""NwWS will communicate 1its
offering of products that it ""routinely"" provides... Also, I do not believe
that it is the appropriate role of the NWS to provide the ability of private
sector providers to meet needs outside these routine services"". I believe this
entire paragraph is not specific enough as it defines roles among the three entities
(NwS, private sector, and academia). I believe many areas of conflict could be
avoided if this paragraph simply stated that the NwWS will adhere to its mission
statement, and it will not produce products for specific users other than government
entities (military, federal, state and local governments) and will only be done so
on an as needed and short-term basis. If a request is received by the NwWS which
conflicts with the above then it needs to simply urge the requestor to contact a
private sector organization. I'm afraid the way it is written in the policy
statement the definition of roles is not clear enough. Thanks you very much for
creating this policy statement. The NwWS clearly is the world's leading pubTic
weather service. You do great work with the resources provided. Southwest Airline
is the Targest domestic airline which solely uses NwS forecasts for operational
decision making. we fully support and appreciate the NwWS in every way possible.
This policy statement provides the NWS the opportunity to copyright and take credit
for all its products. As future funding pressure is placed upon NOAA and the NwS it
is essential that our Tawmakers fully understand the quality, quantity and usage NWS
products get. Wwithout clear identification of NwS products (ie. others taking
credit for them) it is easy for our policy makers to underestimate the role of NOAA
and the Nws. Rick Curtis Southwest Airlines (214) 792-5317 The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

90 "I greatly appreciate the information on the NOAA site in terms of up to the
minute data from the bouys. I am also in favor of resources being shared as
ultimately the data users (all of us) benefit. I would like to see a system
developed that could feed 1live weather/sea conditions via the GPS system. 1Imagine
the simplicity and safety of sailing in the ocean miles from the coast and being
able to receive current weather on your handheld GPS. For example, if you were off
the coast of NJ heading for Block IsTand, you could select your ""go to"" waypoints
(Block Island)and see what lay ahead. All sailors could have a 1listing of the data
bouys in listed on the GPS. They would type in the bouy number and presto, all they
want to know. Remember, if this doesn't already exist, I thought of it first.
Thanks for all you do. Bob Bottinelli The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

91 ~ "The policy sounds very reasonable. Is there any thought given for creating
a registry of parties interested in changes to formats or data provided by noaa. So
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for example, if newer technology dictated a change to the TAF format is there a
mechanism for identifying those parties that would need to know that the data format
they were acquiring was %oing to be changing? The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

92 "As a private pilot I rely on accurate and fairly 'real time' weather
information. I use a variety of weather information sources, and the faster that
information is disseminated is improtant to me. It is hard, sometimes, to discern
how old that data is. If there is more cooperation amongst the generators of the
data, the 'compilers and presenters' of the data and the 'disseminators', then our
ability to receive pertinent information quickly can only enhance the safety and
useability aspects of gathering weather data. As our weather technology increases,
I'd Tike to see the weather information transmitted via satellite. Yes, the
information is already available by satellite, but at significant cost to the user.
As the software becomes available, automated gathering and mapping will become more
accurate and timely, and that cost savings needs to be passed on to the public as
weather 1is probably the most widespread 'item' that affects our daily Tives. Thanks
for the opportunity to comment. Linn walters The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

93 "REF: New ERA of Cooperation between NWS and the others outside the NwS. I
was an NwS employee for many years. This new policy tells me one thing. That the
Management NWS sees it as a desirable activity. FRANKLY as an employee of the NwS

and a NON FIREable employee (nho one gets fired from the NWS no matter how

incompetant they are) such as many idiot bosses in the NWS I had) (hot mentioning
names like Mogil) As a longtime NWS employee I don't have to do anything but

forecast and many in the NWS don't give a [word deleted] what Management says. They
are mostly their to watch the weather and draw a paycheck ...what could be better.
Other interaction with academia ...IN YOUR DREAMS , NWS MANAGEMENT !!! It will never
happen. I found that half of the NwWS employees were the laziest bunch of [word deleted]
I ever knew. Dave Texas The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

94 "Quality and accurate weather forecasting is of great value to individuals
and businesses 1in agriculture, transportation, and just about any outdoor activity.
It if vital that the government scientists maintain a strong hand on acquiring and
interpreting this information Test we all be forced to either pay a private
disseminator to give us (taxpayer paid for) data or else choose to forego the
information. It is for the benefit of the citizens for their safety and economic
well being that this data and analysis continue to be provided free. Private
analysts are free to use the data further for their clients, but Tets not Tet them
muffle government scientists' analysis. I use the information for farm operations,
ski weekends, and private flying information. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

95 "I am a employed by a large scool district and I use NOAA forcasts daily to
see to see what wx is going to effect our area and operation. whatrver your new
policies are, I request that you still make your products available to the general
public, as it is the quickest most accurate information available to us. Thank You
Bill Roller The referring webpage: http://weather.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

96 wonderful safety feature! Long overdue! The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/
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97 I am a college educated individual and your proposal makes no sense to me.
I still do not know what it is you are proposing and how that is different from the
existing system. I am a private sector individual who uses both NwS products and
private products to facilitate my business and protect my customers from potential
weather threats. I suspect that your proposal will affect my access to weather
products so I would Tike to underestand what is being proposed. The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/

98 "Thank you for the consultation opportunity. i don't have sufficent
knowledge of the intricacies of definition between the three roles commented upon 1in
your policy but I do have the following observations. I along with many water
sports enthusiasts use your buoy data before every trip out to sea, all of the data
you offer at present: Wwind direction and wind speed are essential but the ability
to view the previous 24 hrs gives great insight into trends for the day. Wwave
height and interval allows me to make prediction for surf conditions. Coupling this
with trends from other buoys allows a picture to develop of conditions and when the
best conditions are likely to be. Pressure and rate of rise help me to understand
how reliable my wind will be and whether it is likely to drop off or not. And the
wind and air temp gives me a good indication of which gear to take with me and how
Tong I should stay in the water. This helps me to let others know when i should be
back (safety for me.) I confess I don't understand dew point fully but use it as a
measure of how moist the air is and therefore get an understanding of how much force
a given wind speed has. The more dense the air the more powerful in my kitew (18m
sq +) In closing I'd just 1like to ask that when you rationalise your provison of
data please allow for Tay weather watchers like myself who draw useful inference
from these reports and are able to gain far better use of their limited time off by
going to the right place at the right time with the right equipment thanks in no
small part to your instruments. Thanks, Hope this wasn't too far off your remit.
Dai Swan The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

99 "Dear NOAA Policy Makers, As an individual representative of the PUBLIC
INTEREST and free of corporate interests, a citizen of the United States, a
taxpayer, and non-entity of any private interest group, I feel this policy is a
fantastic step forward in attempting to address the deperate need for public
dessimination of data that by Taw (I would guess), is the rightful ownership of
every taxpaying citizen. To be brief, Im a weather buff and visit the storm
prediction center often, but often realize the difficult connection I and the public
sector have to this and other data, which sometimes seems is applied favorably and
even exclusively to certain private sector or business/academic sector
organizations. This is unfair, if true, and the policy you guys describe seems to
address that, as well as the desperate need for XML and other interent driven data
to us. we would very much benefit from a policy of increased public data delivery
and policy settings on every Tlevel, which we (should) have the FREEDO M to use for
our own interest, whether in software, web development, or alerting systems to
protect Tife and property, or for personal interest. For example, Im not completely
familiar with your lightning data programs, EMWIN data, or radar information, but
seems in the past that companies Tike lightingstorm.com and others, for example,
have some sort of exclusive rights to some of this data, but which is either resold
exclusively to the public and/or that the public has difficulty accessing that data.
Sometimes the format seems almost proprietary to the interest groups involved. As a
taxpayer, if this is true, we feel this is wrong. We also pay %or that data, and so
I would be in favor of this new policy if it would ""open up"" or make universal
those data channels and make that information more accessible for free public
consumption, within the bounds of security constraints, of course. So, ""kudos"" to
you and your group for realizing this, and moving forward with more forwar d
thinking in addressing the need for service reviews concerning all user groups under
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the policy, and for looking into new technologies to do so. I hope this translates
into more free XML exploration, for example, that is internet accessible, correctly
DTD'ed and organized, consistent among all organizations, and accessible not only by
select groups, but shared by all groups. we all benefit! Mitchell stokely - Dallas,
Texas The referring webpage:"

100 "Equal access must be maintained. 1In order to avoid any appearance of
inpropriety or favoritism (which is a violation of the Code of Federal Regulations),
delete the words ""similar types of"" from paragraph 8, bullet 4 as follows: 0
Equity: NwS will be equitable in dealings with various classes of entities and will
not show favoritism to particular classes of partners or individual entities,
particularly those in the academic and commercial sectors. NWS will not provide a
service to a segment of the user community that cannot be provided to all users.

The referring webpage:"

101 I do not believe that the NwS should interfere with the NOAA. The referring
webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/

102 I noticed that the policy does not refer to WMO or ICAO standards for
international cooperation in weather matters. It would appera that NOAA has decided
to go its own way on the international cooperation issue. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php

103 "Fair weather sounds great. As a weather consultant I would like access to
AWIPS datasets using my PC as a terminal in the same way the weather service offices
aquire the most current data. I noticed the AWIPS home page was changed, from:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/msm/awips/ awipsmsm.htm To:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/ost/awipsprog.html The new AWIPS home page is no longer
available to the public and there is a message that if the user is not on a NOAA
server, the page is no Tonger available. Gerald Singleton at
Gerald.Singleton@noaa.gov is the contact. I don't know how or if any of this
applies to the proposed policy, but it seems relevant to me. Regards, Andrew
Gaines The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

104 "Generally sounds pretty good - a bit wordy, but it is a large subject, so
that might be expected. The most important result I feel is to achieve what in the
aerial photo interpretation business is called ""ground truth"" - what s really out
there. I recall a comment that someone made at a flight service station - ""tell him
to look out the window"". Thanks for opportunity to comment. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

105 "The policy as stated seems worthwhile. It is important that direct access

to NWS products, such as ADDS, be continued. I agree the ""partnership"" idea works
best, i.e. all entities contribute and overlap. Rigidity is unwise. Thanks for your
long time service. The referring webpage:"

106 "I wish you government guys could Tearn to speak Tike regular people. If you
are asking if this site is a benefit to all , very definitely yes. you should
advertise it's exsistence so people know it is here. I travel up and down the state
of ITT1inois every week and I wouldn't leave home without consulting the site.
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Thanks for offering it. Connie Butler The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

107 "This is in response to your request to provide feedback to the proposed
policy on partnerships. oOverlapping roles of each sector may produce 6gray areaso
that could lead to uncertainty in providing environmental information services to
our respective customers. It is most encouraging to hear of National Oceanic and
Atmospheric AdministrationZs efforts to adopt a new partnership policy, which
intends to strengthen the relationships between academia, government, and the
private sectors. I fully concur with the proposal#s intent to improve the processes
in which we interact with one another. Establishing rigid boundaries is
Ocounterproductiveé as indicated by the National Research Council4s study in the
matter. Therefore, it should be of Tittle concern when an organization enters the
gray area. Working closer together should increase awareness that will only benefit
the services we provide to the public. Sincerely, Richard A. Shema, President
weatherGuy.com, LLP 970 N. Kalaheo Ave. Suite C-104 Kailua, HI 96734 Toll Free:
866-882-WXGY (9949) Mobile: 808-291-wXGY (9949) office: 808-254-2525 Fax:
808-254-1525 Email: rick@weatherguy.com website: http://www.weatherguy.com The
referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

108 "what you are doing is wonderful!! WE need more interaction 1like this.
Please, keep up the excellent work. Dennis The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

109 "The proposed policy, you wish comments on, I know Tittle, about. But to
have safty & turn a profit, ect. One needs all the current info, one can gather...I
just have property along a remote hwy in a remote area, with a interest in a weather
station, cell tower-internet--wind--solar , ect. But no money and to busy trying to
paddle to keep my nose from all but going under with the rest, to really go after my
interests The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

110 "Any sharing and distributing of information should not be Timited. Anyone
fearing the flow of information has most 1likely personal gain in limiting that
information. An example of this is the Tlimited information on the Gulf Stream
provided by the NwS Marine weather office. This information is important to
Mariners, and is distributed by others for a fee. This information is creted by
Government funded groups and should be availible to those who need it and have payed
for it. I 'm sure there are other examples of conflicts that benefit a few at the
cost of many. Regards Ed witts The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

111 "Unless things have changed recently, it would seem that the NESDIS policy
of charging for the data they provide to their customers is not in accord with the
spirit of this policy. I recognize that NESDIS, although part of NOAA, 1is not an
NWS organization. Nevertheless, I recommend the policy be applied NOAA-wide and
specifically include NESDIS as well as NwS. That would ensure that data are freely
available from origin to archival destination. R. whiton office (618) 624-9005 Home
(618) 344-7194 rwhiton@ezl.com The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

112 "I would hate to see an organization 1like ""weather dot com"" become

Page 25



) ) ] FairweatherComments2.txt )
involved in your websites. They would have it full of annoying pop-up
advertisements. The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

113 "I would 1ike to know how this now policy will affect the various NwS
Forecast offices around the country. will there be cuts to the staff, and will part
of the forecasting and warning responsiblity be passed on to the private sector.
Please Reply\ Joseph Pennington The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

114 "I know that if there is a partnership such as the ADD program I beleive
that more difinitive information can be send out to the different users. Between
NOAA, NHC, Nasa, and maritime information a user would be able to look at a complete
situation even for future forcasting. Falcon712@msn.com Jay T. Rhoads {KD4Qov} The
referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

115 "Gentlemen, My wife and I are recreational boaters, using the buoys for
""real time"" updates and misc. info. I was a navigator in the USAF for many years,
so having good wx info is not just important, it is critical and many times a
Tifesaver. IF YOU CAN GET THESE THREE GROUPS TO WORK TOGETHER, IT SHOULD BE
ADVANTAGEOUS TO EVERYONE. Period!! Elimination of duplication is the first
advantage I think of. The second is getting a better product to the public. Is the
military on board? The Navy & USCG have facilities & data that could help us. 1If
the inter-service rivalries can be avoided. I wish you had video-cams on the buoys.
Oor a digital camera that transmits one color photo per minute. It would be an
opportunity to SEE what is happening. A visual reinforcement of data. If a boater
wasn't sure what 20 ft swells at 20 seconds apart meant, he could actually see it.
Seeing this might save Tives. Good luck with your endeavors, we will Took forward
to a brighter future thanks to you and your dedicated staff. Regards, David Loving
The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

116 "I strongly support the proposed policy and recommend creation of improved
NWS services in the Grand Isle, LA area specifically the NWS radio service. The
signal strength for the NwS Radio Service does not reach the Grand Isle, LA area. I
also strongly recommend creation of modern and up-to-date tidal and weather station
in Port Fourchon, LA. As a federal search and rescue and law enforcement agency, we
rely solely on NWS for accurate weather information. we also host NOAA station GDIL1
on our base and look forward to future improvements and complete cooperation with
NOAA services. I would personally like to thank the efforts of Tim Osborn, Regional
Operations, NOAA CSC, Lafayette, LA for his continued and dedicated support to the
local Coast Guard units within his region. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

117 "thank you for asking. I feel strongly that we should have the most open
free communication possible to fill as many minds with information on each of these
topics thoughout the world. then when we go to other countries and its people,
1iving here or around the world they will be open to help our world oceans
collectivly. we need to show Teadership in each of these areas thoughout the world.
we all are flying everywhere and word gets out. Thank you for all your past work and
new and exciting work ahead, with the new technowlegy to help foster it faster. 1In
gratitude for the many people that don't even know you exsist and for the future
generations. The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

Page 26



FairweatherComments?2.txt

118 "Although I am not familar with the details of this policy shift, as a
consumer of weather information, and based on the info provided on this website it
sounds good. I should also note, it would be nice to be able to get weather
data/info more easily directly from the NwS especially for local conditions/data.
The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

119 "It seems that the proposed idea is not only necessary, but far over due.
The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

120 "with respect to the ""Comment on NOAA's Proposed Policy on Partnerships in
the Provision of weather, water, Climate and Related Environmental Information"", I

emphatically stress the need for NOAA to always maintain a free access to public
weather information for the following reasons: 1) Critical weather forecasts are
needed for 1ife-threatening events and must never be denied to those unable to pay.
2) The public has already paid, and continues to pay for this government
infrastructure. The public must always have access to the services is pays for.
Sincerely, Ken Bauer, PE The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

121 "I suggest that if a U.S Government agency (NOAA, NwS, etc.) gathers weather
information, that the information should be available to the public, and NOT be
given only to a private entity for distribution to the public for a fee. This seems
to be unfair to the public who have actually already funded the cost of gathering
the information through taxation. The Agency has the information and it should
belong to the public, not be withheld from the public. A good example is the fact
that some years ago the location of the Gulf Stream was available to the public, but
due to some quirk of private interest, IE the ability to charge money to the public
for information that used to be free, The public has been unable to access this Gulf
Stream information for some time now. This information used to be broadcast on NOAA
weather radio and was useful for many private fishermen in south Florida. I would
1ike to be granted acess to this information again. Thank you for your consi
deration on this matter. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

122 "As a sportsfishing enthusiast, I have been using information from your
National Data Buoy project and its links to NwS forecasts to plan my expeditions.
This has been a fabulous service, and any policy that improves the information
available or broadens the scope of the project has my endorsement. The policy I just
read seems to indicate that you will continue to make this information publicly
accessible. I hope you will continue to fund this project. Thanks for this service
and this opportunity to praise it. Chris Brincefield Statesville, NC The
referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php"

123 "No strict boudaries should be in place, and the proposed policy should be
expanded to include similar activities of NESDIS, OAR, and the National Ocean
Service. The referring webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/"

124 I can remember a few years back when I was frustrated by the untimeliness of

radar imagages I was able to view on certain internet sites. I knew that the

government WSR-88D radar sites were pretty much the only source of radar data so I
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did some research to find out how I could access these images. I hit a brick wall
when I discovered only certain companies were allowed access to the data from the
radar sites and I would have to pay a large sum of money to access the data from one
of these companies. I soon gave up on the idea. A Tittle while later I discovered
that the government was going to allow access to the data on it's servers to the
general public and I was thrilled. I discovered that the data was not stored 1in
image format so I learned how to program in C++ just so I could view the data in an
image format. I have since written my own software for my own research and have
never attempted to make any money off of this software. I think it is a great thing
the NWS and NOAA have done and I am Tooking forward to more great things. Keep up
the good work. The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/policy.php

125 "Upon review of your recommendations for ongoing partnerships I would Tike
to offer my opinion given below. I do not believe that the weather service should
regulate what tools may be used by participants of the program. However, I continue
to very strongly in that only NOAA or the NWS shall be authorized to produce weather
advisories, warnings, and various public service annoucements regarding severe or
dangerous weather conditions. I believe that permitting corporations or other
non-governmental agencies the power to issue such annoucements will inevitabily be
abused to promote or advance their business interests to their financial benefit and
possibly to the harm of the general public. 3Just my humble opinion. Thank you for
your offer to hear the opinions of the public. --Steve The referring webpage:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/fairweather/feedback.php"

126 "As always if you ask a group outside NOAA or NwS about the jobs of both
entities they almost always side with the Private Sector which has more clout and
money to use to convince Congress. The protection of 1ife and property in the U.S.,
public forecasting, and collection of the data for these products should be left 1in
the hands of a Government Agency aka the National Weather Service. The public
already pays tax dollars to support this and get the information for Tess money than
any other source in Government o