






July 30, 2014
MEMORANDUM FOR:   NCEP Model Implementation Scientific Review Team

FROM: 

Chris Caruso Magee, Team Lead, Production Control



Production Management Branch, NCEP Central Operations
SUBJECT:
Proposed Implementation of Northern Gulf of Mexico Operational Forecast System v4.0.0, Northwest Gulf of Mexico Operational Forecast System v1.0.0, and Northeast Gulf of Mexico Operational Forecast System v1.0.0
    The National Ocean Service (NOS) has proposed implementation of the Northern Gulf of Mexico Operational Forecast System (NGOFS) v2.0.0, Northwest Gulf of Mexico Operational Forecast System (NWGOFS) v1.0.0, and Northeast Gulf of Mexico Operational Forecast System (NEGOFS) v1.0.0..
NGOFS is being modified to update its control files so that NGOFS can output the open boundary condition files which are used by the nested NEGOFS and NWGOFS.  NGOFS is also being updated from FVCOM 3.1.6 to FVCOM 3.2.  FVCOM 3.2 includes an update to the bulk parameterization heat flux calculation, an update to the river temperature boundary condition formulation, and addition of a solar module.  The new NEGOFS and NWGOFS are nested operational forecast systems of the existing NGOFS. These new systems will provide users with higher-resolution nowcasts (analyses of near present) and forecast guidance of the three-dimensional physical conditions of the Gulf of Mexico northeast and northwest coastal waters, including surface water levels and 3-D water currents, water temperature, and salinity out to 48 hours.. 
Real time parallel data:

Beginning Tuesday, July 29, 2014 and starting with the 1500Z cycle, a consistent parallel feed of data is available at:
HTTP:

http://www.ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/data/nccf/com/nos/para/ngofs.YYYYMMDD
http://www.ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/data/nccf/com/nos/para/negofs.YYYYMMDD
http://www.ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/data/nccf/com/nos/para/nwgofs.YYYYMMDD
FTP:

ftp://ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/nos/para/ngofs.YYYYMMDD
ftp://ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/nos/para/negofs.YYYYMMDD
ftp://ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/nos/para/nwgofs.YYYYMMDD
where YYYYMMDD is the year, month, day.  
Output from the parallel NGOFS, NEGOFS, and NWGOFS may also be viewed at:
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/ofs/ngofs/ngofs.html
Technical Implementation Notices

The Technical Implementation Notice (TIN) for NEGOFS and NWGOFS may be found at:

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/os/notification/tin14-26co-ops_negofsaaa.htm
Request for Evaluation

The NWS WFO at Lake Charles, NOS/ORR, the US Coast Guard, the US Navy,  the US Army Corps of Engineers, Southeastern Universities Research Association, the port of Mobile Bay, the Louisiana River Pilots Associaion, Texas A&M University, the Texas Water Development Board, and Louisiana Office of Coastal Management are listed as being primarily responsible for this evaluation.  All NCEP Service Centers, NWS Regions, government agencies, universities, or private companies not listed above are optional.
  The evaluation period will start at 1400Z on Thursday, July 31, 2014 and run through August 30, 2014.  Participants need to complete the attached “Model Implementation Subjective Evaluation Report” form and return it to Chris.Caruso.Magee@noaa.gov no later than September 5, 2014.  Please indicate the overall performance of the product, with any additional comments on specific cases with noteworthy positive or negative performance.  Please note that NCO requires evaluators to specifically address the benefits stated in the attached form as to whether those benefits were observed or not.  Any feedback you wish to provide during the evaluation period should be emailed to Chris.Caruso.Magee@noaa.gov . 
A final coordination teleconference will be scheduled to review the evaluation and address any outstanding issues. Based on the outcome of that teleconference, NOS and NCO will prepare a recommendation for the NCEP Director.  This teleconference has not yet been scheduled.  
Points of Contact

Chris.Caruso.Magee@noaa.gov (NCO)
Aijun.Zhang@noaa.gov (NOS)
Model Implementation Subjective Evaluation Report

Scientific Review Team Member: ________________________________________

Region/Service Center/Company Representing: _______________________

Proposed Change:  NGOFS v2.0.0, NEGOFS v1.0.0, NWGOFS v1.0.0 
Model Developer:  Aijun Zhang (NOS)
Real-Time Parallel Runs:

General comments: ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Evaluation of expected benefits:

Please respond to the following questions and note if they are beneficial to you?
1. Are the high-resolution operational products of water levels, currents, water temperature, and salinity provided by the NEGOFS and NWGOFS beneficial to you?  If so, please explain. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. Do you observe any changes (improvements/degradations) in the output from the NGOFS due to the upgrade to FVCOM 3.2? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Recommendation:

Implement as proposed ___


Reevaluate after changes ____

Do not implement ___
