
 

 
FFMP: Forced FFG 
Perma-FFFG Retention  

OB5+ Tom Filiaggi 
May 2, 2006 

 
These are instructions describing how to ensure the WIPS Intelligent Purger does not wipe out Forced 
FFG files.  These instructions are not the final ‘official’ solution, but they should be operationally safe 
until we get a proper solution.  (They have been tested at several WFOs.) 
 

1. Ensure that the file /data/fxa/customFiles/localPurgeInfo.txt exists.  If it does not, copy the file 
/awips/fxa/data/localization/nationalData/radarPurgeInfo.txt to 
/data/fxa/customFiles/localPurgeInfo.txt – keeping the descriptive header, but removing all 
entries.   

 
2. Add the following line in the localPurgeInfo.txt file: 

4100000000 |radar/@@@@/ffmp |,,,,l|2-|| 
 Note that: 

• This needs to be done for each of your radars of interest, using a different key (ie: 
4100000001, 4100000002, etc). 

• @@@@ is the 4-letter radar ID, in lower case letters. 
• After the commas, it is the letter L, not the number one. 

 
3. Relocalize on px1 (and px2) as user fxa for the –purge switch: 

mainScript.csh -purge 
 

4. Restart the Intelligent Purger as user fxa on px1: 
ps –ef | grep purgeProcess 
kill pid 
purgeProcess & 

Where “pid” is the process ID of the purgeProcess. 
 
 


