[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]
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National Digital Forecast Database (NDFD) forecasts have been produced by the National Weather Service (NWS) since 2003.  The NDFD contains several different forecasted weather elements (e.g. temperature, winds, cloud cover).  The Meteorological Development Lab performs monthly verifications on many weather elements of the NDFD.  Until now, the weather type (weather string) forecast has not been verified.  The weather string is coded text that contains 5 pieces of information.  Those pieces of information are: coverage/probability, precipitation type, intensity, visibility, and attributes.  Each forecast can have up to 5 of these strings.  Verification of the weather string is challenging due to the complexity of the string and the subjective nature of worded forecasts.  A methodology was developed for this project based on reclassification of the weather string into grouped subsets which facilitated verification.  This seminar will present the developed methodology and the results obtained from it. 
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(Contact:  Bob Glahn at (301) 713-1768)
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2:00 - 3:00 p.m., E.T.
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