October 29, 2014
Dear Partners,
Thank you to all who attended and participated in the Partner’s Quarterly Update Teleconference held October 21, 2014.
In summary, the NOAA National Weather Service (NWS) will replace the NOAA Weather Wire Service (NWWS-1) that is leased from CSC with a NWS Enterprise Architecture solution (NWWS-2) in 2015.  
This Enterprise Architecture solution uses established NWS systems for satellite (SBN/NOAAPORT) and Internet distribution (NIDS) to provide NWWS text weather products, alerts and warnings to you and the public.  
NWS is in the process of testing the various product pathways and developed software prior to public release.  NWS will start the NWWS-2 Operational Test and Evaluation (OT&E); Phase 2, in November 2014.  Phase 1 completed in August successfully validated SBN/NOAAPORT Channel 201 and the End User Client (EUC) SBN/NOAAPORT ingest capability.  NWWS-2 OT&E Phase 2 will evaluate the operational suitability of the International Justice and Public Safety (Nlets) connectivity and the Open Interface (OI) Internet capability of the NWS Internet Dissemination System (NIDS).  NWS will also test the OI and dual feed ingest (OI and SBN/NOAAPORT) function of the EUC.
Earlier this month,  NWS while monitoring the OT&E test environment,  identified a potential issue with the SBN/NOAAPORT Channel 201 (for NWWS products only) if using a 1.8m satellite dish.  
This issue is believed to be the result of the recent expansion of the SBN/NOAAPORT bandwidth that occurred in September 2014.   The investigation and consultation with satellite providers are not complete at this time.   For 1.8m dish users, NWS is witnessing some messages with errors and other messages dropped prior to EUC receipt.  As NWS works through the cause of this issue and the resolution, NWS cautions partners against prematurely changing over to the new NWWS-2 developmental product stream over Channel 201 until NWWS-2 has been declared operational  (Winter-Spring 2015).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Should you require an alternate product stream before NWWS-2 becomes operational, NWS continues to provide weather, alerts and warnings via various satellite and Internet communication pathways.   This information and the relevant webpages are provided on the official NWWS webpage (http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwws ).
Please e-mail me at Gregory.zwicker@noaa.gov or call me at (301) 713-9479 extension 141 if you have questions.
Respectfully,
Gregory Zwicker
Gregory Zwicker
NWWS Program Manager
