

Recovering Disk Space Using VACUUM

When records are deleted from a table through an SQL DELETE  the deleted records are not removed from the db and the free space is NOT MARKED AS BEING AVAILABLE FOR RE-USE.  The VACUUM command must be run to make space available for re-use or to remove records from db.  The command

VACUUM   table

marks the deleted (or updated) records as being available for re-use within the table.  It does not lock the table.  The command

VACUUM FULL table

attempts to remove deleted or updated records from the table and make the space reusable by other tables.  This form of the command requires an exclusive lock on the table.  See Section 21.1.1 of the PostgreSQL 7.4.5 Documentation entitled "Recovering disk space" for information on strategies for running VACUUM.
V7.4 introduced an auto_vacuum command called pg_autovacuum.

The VACUUM command (called “embedded” vacuum) can also be called from within an ecpg program.

The VACUUM command has an ANALYZE option to recalculate the distribution of data values.  

