
NWRFC
XML Requirements

• Web Access to Observed and Forecasted 
Streamflow Data

• Provide Regional Input From Multiple Offices to 
Support a Central Web Page

• Provide a Snapshot of Current Service Status
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Why XML

• Current Formats, such as SHEF, do not provide 
all meta data users require to describe the 
information

• Provides a Standard Markup Language Which 
Can be Decoded by Many Popular Applications 
and Browsers

• Provides a Process for Immediate Notification
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Process

1. XML Chosen after considering, Comma 
Delimitated, SHEF or Text File

2. Choose XML Standard (version 1.0)

3. Pattern First XML Model After SHEF Format

4. Goal to Produce an Unambiguous 
Representation of Observations and Forecasts

5. Review and Publish Schema Documenting the 
XML Model.

NWRFC-3



NWRFC-4

NWRFC Example
XML

Sample Code

File: 

NWRFC_XML.xml
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NWRFC Example
XML Schema

Sample Code

File: 

NWRFC_XML_Schema.xsd
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NWRFC Example 
XML Mapped to 

HydroXC
Sample Code

File: 
NWRFC_XML_Mapping.xml



Regional XML
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Regional XML
Sample XML

NWRFC-8

Sample Code

File: 

nwrfc.20060222.xml



RSS
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RSS means Real Simple Syndication. 

This is a service performed using XML. Site information and 
content is formatted in a headline or simple description form for 
quick distribution across networks. As changes are made at the 
source web site, small headlines, descriptions and links to actual 
products are produced and added to a channel on the web site. 

This is a fixed standard with a specific Schema.



RSS
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Sample Code    File: RSS_NWRFC.xml


