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Rainer Dombrowsky has been employed by Maryland’s Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) for 18 months and has been involved in several weather related presidentially declared disasters. He updates and maintains MEMA’s natural hazards response plans and operational checklists. During his short tenure with MEMA he recently developed a new Natural Hazards Preparedness Guide for Maryland.
Prior to joining MEMA, Mr. Dombrowsky served as a technician and meteorologist in the Air Force’s Air Weather Service. After leaving the Air Force, he worked for the National Weather Service (NWS) spending time at the Minneapolis Forecast Office and in support of the Federal Aviation’s Air Route Traffic Control Facility located in Farmington, Minnesota. In 1992, he moved to Maryland and spent fifteen years with the NWS Headquarters where he managed the Hurricane and Winter Storm, programs and later assumed the role of FEMA liaison and managed the Warning Coordination Meteorologist program. In 1999, he assumed the position as Division Chief for the Observing Services Division. In this capacity he also represented the NWS as one of its representatives to the World Metrological Organization (WMO) where he served as vice-President of the Commission on Instruments and Methods of Observation and served on several expert teams. In 2004 he was asked to establish a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) presence in the Department of Homeland Security’s National Operation Center, where he served until his retirement from NOAA in 2008. Before joining MEMA in 2009 he served as a contractor to the WMO’s Disaster Risk Reduction Program addressing the development, improvement and sustainability of early warning systems.   
