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Rafael started his career at the National Weather Service San Juan Office in 1981. Rafael graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science from the University of Puerto Rico in 1978, and attended Penn State University as part of NOAA’s upward mobility program in 1980, where he completed the core requirements for meteorologist intern. After several years as a general and lead forecaster, he became deputy MIC in 1989 and WCM in 1994. 

Since 2006 Rafael has been fully involved with the NWS TsunamiReady program, coordinating with the Puerto Rico Seismic Network, and local governments on the adoption and implementation of the TsunamiReady guidelines across Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. In 2010 during the ICG V Nicaragua meeting was appointed chair of the Caribe ICG Warning and Dissemination workgroup, as such has been involved in coordination with the Caribbean Tsunami Work Program and UNESCO Caribbean ICG member countries promoting TsunamiReady best practices.

