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Paul started his career at the NOAA/West Coast and Alaska Tsunami Warning Center in 1986.  Paul graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Geophysics from Texas A&M University in May, 1982.  He went to work for ARCO Exploration shortly thereafter in Dallas, Texas.  After a year of exploration work in Texas, Paul was transferred to Anchorage, Alaska where he explored for oil and gas in the Cook Inlet basin.

In 1986, he began work at the Tsunami Warning Center in Palmer, Alaska.  His projects have included automation of seismic data processing, earthquake magnitude studies, GIS development, and improving tsunami warning products and graphics.  He has worked closely with researchers at the University of Alaska to develop the first tsunami forecasting scheme used at the Center implemented in 1997.  
In 2002, Paul was selected as the Center’s Director.  Since then, the Center moved into new facilities in Palmer, completed a modernization of its seismic and sea level network, and completed an extensive expansion in the wake of the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami.  Observational data availability has more than quadrupled, processing and forecasting methods improved, mitigation efforts expanded, Tsunami Warning Center staff increased from 6 to 15, and the center moved to 24x7 coverage with two scientists.  The center’s area-of-responsibility increased to include eastern Canada, the U.S. east and Gulf of Mexico coast, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.
