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Education
School	Dates Attended	Degree	Date of Degree
Southwest High School	09/64-06/68	High School Diploma	06/68
University of Hawaii	09/68-12/75	B.F.A., Printmaking	12/75
University of Hawaii	01/79-05/88	Unclassified Student
University of Hawaii	09/88-05/92	Ph.D., Geophysics	05/92
Employment
Position	Place of Employment	Dates of Employment
Director	Pacific Tsunami Warning Center	09/97-Present
Director	International Tsunami Information Center	09/95-09/97
Geophysicist	Pacific Tsunami Warning Center	10/93-09/95
Computer Specialist	Pacific Tsunami Warning Center	07/93-10/93
Assistant Geophysicist	Hawaii Institute of Geophysics	06/92-07/93
Research Associate	Hawaii Institute of Geophysics	04/76-06/92
Research Interests
Tsunamis, Ocean Acoustics, Ocean Seismology
Ph.D. Dissertation Title
Long-term ambient ocean noise, 0.05-30Hz, from the Wake Island hydrophone array
Publications
Scientific Publications:	29
Meeting Abstracts:		34
Biographical Narrative
I was raised in Kansas City, Missouri, but moved to Honolulu when I was 17 to attend the University of Hawaii. As a freshman, I took a job at the Hawaii Institute of Geophysics (HIG) as a student assistant. This was very interesting work - the field of geophysics was booming at the time due to the recent discovery of plate tectonics and sea floor spreading.  My student work included analyzing seismic records, making scientific drawings, and participating in a research cruise off of New Guinea. I also got an introduction to tsunamis.  They were a topic of much research because the State of Hawaii had been struck five times by destructive tsunamis over just the past 22 years. Several of the geophysics graduate students were members of the “Suicide Squad” for measuring tsunamis.  They had Civil Defense passes and were supposed to rush to the beach if there was a tsunami warning, erect a measuring staff, and observe the height of the waves while a partner waited nearby in a car with the engine running in case a quick escape was necessary. My undergraduate studies started in engineering, changed to architecture, and ended up in fine arts.  After graduating with a B.F.A. in printmaking in 1975, I accepted an offer to continue working at HIG as a Research Associate.  Over the next twenty years I worked there on a variety of research topics and also completed a Ph.D in Geophysics. I got involved with tsunamis again as part of a project to investigate whether underwater sound from earthquakes could be used as a tsunamigenic discriminant. The results were suggestive but not definitive.  In 1993 I left the University and joined the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center where I learned about the challenges of operations in contrast to research.  In 1995 I moved to the International Tsunami Information Center as its Director in support of the international cooperation that is essential to the warning system. Then in 1997 I returned to the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center as its Director.  On December 26, 2004, the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster demonstrated the terrible effects this hazard can render, especially when communities are not prepared.  Since then, the Pacific has experienced three major tsunamis, the 2009 Samoa tsunami, the 2010 Chile tsunami and now the 2011 Japan tsunami, and the world has been reminded again about the awesome power of nature.  My efforts and those of our Center continue to be focused on improving the tsunami warning system for the U.S. as well as for the rest of the world, in partnership with many other governments and intitutions around the globe.
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