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Decision Support Services on Climate 
Timescales 

• To date most of the discussion regarding decision support 
services in the NWS has been on weather timescales. However, 
from the local to the national level short-term climate forecasts are 
used to inform decisions that impact life and property. Examples 
include: 
• Managing water supplies 
• Planning fuel production and distribution 
• Deciding which crops to plant 
• Alerting local governments when they will need to set up 

facilities to handle illness caused by extended heatwaves 
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Outline 

• CPC Deep Relationships with Core Partners: 
• USDA 
• USAID 
• Regions/WFOs 

• DSS During Near-Record El-Nino of 2015-2016 
• CSPM/WFO 
• Briefings to core partners 
• Media interviews 
• ENSO Blog 
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CPC Deep Relationship with USDA 

• Joint Agriculture Weather Facility 
• USDA – DOC partnership  
– Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 
– Briefings & Weather Summaries on global 

weather and crop conditions 



CPC Deep Relationship With USDA 
 

• USDA / RMA uses CPC daily 
precipitation analysis to create 
their rainfall index for their 
National Pasture, Rangeland and 
Forage (PRF) Insurance Initiative 

 

•  For crop year 2015, the USDA/PRF 
Program: 

• > 20,000 policies 
• 54.7M acres  
• The program is still 

expanding 
 

• An SLA between CPC and 
USDA/RMA is under development 

 

 
 

• Over CONUS, the CPC unified daily 
precipitation analysis is constructed 
on a 0.125olat/lon grid through 
interpolation of quality controlled 
station reports at ~10K stations. The 
analysis is post-processed to a 
0.25olat/lon grid and used by 
USDA/RMA. 

 



Deep Relationship with USAID 

Food For Peace (FFP) 
• CPC provides FEWS NET with timely 

weather and climate information, 
including the regional hazards 
outlooks  prepared weekly.   
 

• The outlooks are used together with 
other food security indicators to issue 
monthly food security outlooks 
 

• FFP factors the CPC regional 
hazards outlooks into its decision 
making process as to where to move 
food, safe drinking water, and 
mobilizing the international 
community to respond to acute 
famine.  

CPC supports the humanitarian missions of the USAI  

Regional hazards outlooks for 
food security, valid May 11 2016 
are targeted forecasts for areas 
that are vulnerable to droughts or 
flooding that might result in 
adverse impact on crops or 
pastures 



New Paradigm of Decision Support 
Services to Regions/WFOS 

During the 2015-2016 El-Nino CPC initiated enhanced decision 
support services for the regions/WFOS: Each month the following 
protocol was follows: 
• Prior to the release of the El-Nino Diagnostic Discussion CPC had 

a telecon with the Climate Services Program Managers (CSPMs) 
and distributed talking points to be used with the WFOs and local 
stakeholders. 

• Shortly after the release of the monthly/seasonal outlook CPC 
conducted webinars with the regional headquarters and weather 
forecast offices. 

• Feedback received for these efforts has been extremely positive.  
• If you have additional feedback please let me know 

(david.dewitt@noaa.gov) 
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Extensive DSS During the 2015-2016 El-
Nino 

Associated with the 2015-2016 El-Nino CPC provided the following 
DSS activities: 
• Over 55 briefings to a wide range of internal and external 

stakeholders including the WFOs and the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). 

• Hundreds of one-on-one media interviews and 20 organized news 
conferences. 

• Numerous insightful posts on the ENSO blog explaining various 
aspects of prediction of El-Nino and its impacts.  
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 Stakeholder Engagement for Decision 
Support Services Associated with  

2015-2016 El-Nino 
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