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NWS Directive (Instruction) 10-1201 

• 2007 – ESF became DGT 
• required when you have D2 (or worse) 
• can be issued anytime 
• format suggested but varies considerably 
• many sections now mandatory 
• ALL CAPS 

 



A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words 



A Drought Information Webpage 

• initial webpage – ca. 2001 
• expanded during 2005-2006 Texas drought 

– images automatically update 

• toward end of 2010-2014 drought,  
it became a graphical DGT 

• July 2014 - June 2015:  2nd most viewed page 
 



A Sampling of Drought IDSS 

• February 2010 
• September 2011 
• September 2014 
• October 2014 
• November 2015 
• current version 

https://web.archive.org/web/20100210041637/http:/www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=drought
https://web.archive.org/web/20110924052153/http:/www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=drought
https://web.archive.org/web/20140922013808/http:/www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=drought
https://web.archive.org/web/20141021152800/http:/www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=drought
https://web.archive.org/web/20160123061313/http:/www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=drought
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?n=drought


Graphical Drought Information 

• we want to direct the conversation 
• appealing visual content vs. ALL CAPS TEXT 

– more eyes on the webpage than the text product 

• effective design better communicates IDSS 
– find it in 10 seconds or less, or you go elsewhere 

• images automatically update 
– less maintenance 
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