
WFO Fairbanks, AK, Fire and Public Zone Border Change for AKZ214 and AKZ215 
 
Effective Thursday, October 13, 2011, the Fire and Public Zone Boundary between Alaska Zones 214 and 215 
will be changed to have the small village of Marshall (population 414 in the 2010 Census) assigned to Zone 214. 
 
Rationale: In the 10 years since we revised the northern Alaska zone configuration, a significant number of new 
real time sources of weather observations have become available. In a few cases these new observations reveal 
climatological distinctions we had not known of earlier. Since the summer of 2007 weather observations have 
been provided at Marshall, AK. 
 
Predominately during the winter season, observed wind speeds at Marshall (currently in AKZ215) are significantly 
greater than all other reporting stations in zone 215 during strong southeast to east winds (which commonly occur 
over northwest Alaska), Likewise during such events, these winds at Marshall are often similar to that at St. 
Marys, AK, in zone 214. All the other stations in zone 215 report significantly lighter winds and thus under these 
circumstances the forecaster must verbally subdivide the zone merely for the winds expected at Marshall: 
 
“SOUTHEAST WINDS 10 TO 15 MPH…EXCEPT 25 TO 35 MPH FROM MARSHALL WEST.” 
 
This change will alleviate one instance of post-editing a zone product, which arises numerous times throughout 
the winter season for this small area of southwest Alaska. This change will not alter the climatology of this zone 
due to the short period of observations present at Marshall. See graphic depiction below. 
 

 


