Number of Cloud-To-Ground Flashes
by State from 1996 to 2008

State Flashes Average Flashes State Flashes Average Flashes
In 2008 1996 to 2008 In 2008 1996 to 2008
Alabama 694,174 824,171 Nebraska 783,065 522,933
Arizona 547910 638,590 Nevada 79,643 164,405
Arkansas 1,026,235 750,747 New Hampshire 39,524 23,996
California 39,717 86,100 New Jersey 59,624 45,06
Colorado 402,265 529,243 New Mexico 697,665 919,554
Connecticut 34,41 19,314 New York 260,367 225,839
Delaware 15,897 15,745 North Carolina 482,490 546,603
D.C. 1120 793 North Dakota 280,907 2917131
Florida 1,196,771 1,447,914 Ohio 395,080 446,757
Georgia 689,649 815,836 Oklahoma 1,276,651 1,017,989
ldaho 47,338 81,633 Oregon 44,354 53,167
lllinois 973,889 780,602 Pennsylvania 276,236 316,932
Indiana 525,466 511,482 Rhode Island 3,923 2,386
lowa 944,517 609,474 South Carolina 441,977 451,841
Kansas 1,223,629 899,136 South Dakota 446,212 386,322
Kentucky 345,696 541,493 Tennessee 417148 579,751
Louisiana 765,076 942,28 Texas 2,538,091 2,937,283
Maine 50,836 47,215 Utah 135,444 253,564
Maryland 101,657 88,278 Vermont 40,632 27,432
Massachusetts 43,053 25,191 Virginia 306,766 353,070
Michigan 280,308 301,462 Washington 19,738 19,756
Minnesota 314,206 386,131 West Virginia 207172 215,216
Mississippi 910,850 856,384 Wisconsin 296,499 297126
Missouri 1,433,082 995,744 Wyoming 240,598 302,531
Montana 261,551 346,912
TOTALS 22,637,109 22,987,408

These cloud-to-ground lightning flashes were measured by the National Lightning Detection Network® (NLDN®) over the
land area inside state borders. The NLDN does not cover Alaska or Hawaii. The NLDN is owned and operated by Vaisala.
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Rank of Cloud-To-Ground Flash Densities

by State from 1996 to 2008

Flashes Flashes Flashes Flashes

State Per Year Per Square Mile State Per Year Per Square Mile
1. Florida 1,447,914 25.3 26. Nebraska 522,933 6.8
2. Louisiana 942128 20.3 27. Arizona 683,590 6.0
3. Mississippi 856,384 18.0 28. New Jersey 45,106 59
4. Alabama 824,171 15.9 29. Wisconsin 297126 53
5. South Carolina 451,841 14.6 30. Michigan 301,462 52
6. Oklahoma 1,017,989 14.6 31. Colorado 529,243 51
7. Missouri 995,744 14.3 32. South Dakota 386,322 50
8. Indiana 511,482 14.2 33. New York 225,839 4.7
9. Arkansas 750,747 141 34. Minnesota 386,131 4.6
10. Illinois 780,602 13.9 35. North Dakota 291,131 4]
11. Georgia 815,836 13.8 36. Connecticut 19,314 3.9
12. Tennessee 597,751 13.8 37. Massachusetts 2591 31
13. Kentucky 541,493 13.5 38. Wyoming 302,531 31
14.D.C. 793 n7 39. Utah 253,564 3.0
15. Texas 2,937,283 111 40. Vermont 27432 2.9
16. Kansas 899,136 1.0 41. Montana 346,912 2.4
17. North Carolina 546,603 1.0 42. New Hampshire 23,996 2.6
18. lowa 609,474 10.8 43. Rhode Island 2,386 2.2
19. Ohio 446,757 10.8 44, Maine 47215 15
20. Maryland 88,278 8.9 45. Nevada 164,405 15
21. West Virginia 215,216 8.9 46. Idaho 81,633 1.0
22. Virginia 353,060 8.8 47. Oregon 53,167 0.6
23. Delaware 15,745 7.9 48. California 86,100 05
24. New Mexico 919,554 76 49. Washington 19,756 0.3
25. Pennsylvania 316,932 7.0

These cloud-to-ground lightning flashes were measured by the National Lightning Detection Network® (NLDN®) over
the land area inside state borders. The NLDN does not cover Alaska or Hawaii.
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