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Minutes of the Radiosonde Replacement System (RRS)  
 RRS Workstation Subsystem (RWS) Maintenance Release 1.2  

Field Evaluation (FE) 
August 10, 2006 

 
Attendees:
 
OPS11: Dom Bosco 
OPS23: Rich Thomas 
OPS24: Jerry Dinges, Samuel Cochran 
SRH: Mike Asmus 
KLWX: John Darnley 
KMPX : Dan Sargent   
KREV: Jim Fischer, Bubba Cummings, Becky Cripe 
KSHV: Armando Garza, Marion Kuykendall, Mike Waddell,  
NWSTC: Bill Ryman, Craig Williams 
NCDC: Larry Griffin  
 
I.  Summary 
 
On August 10, 2006, Samuel Cochran hosted the RRS Maintenance Release 1.2 Field Evaluation 
(FE) Test Review Group (TRG) meeting with representatives from NWS Headquarters (WSH); 
Southern Region Headquarters (SRH); the Baltimore, MD/Washington, DC Weather Forecast 
Office (WFO); the Shreveport, LA WFO; the Twin Cities WFO, Chanhassen, MN; the Reno, NV 
WFO, and the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC).  The purpose of the TRG was to discuss 
the status of the FE and the System Issue Reports (SIRs) written during the week.   
 
Samuel Cochrane began the meeting by welcoming all participants to the TRG meeting.   
 
II.  FE Site Status 
 
 a.  LWX: Flights are going well with no noticeable differences in the software.   
 
 b.  SHV: No problems are being experienced with the flights.  Only complaint was the 
installation instructions were not clear on when the installation was completed.  SHV is to 
contact OPS11 with their suggestion for improving the installation instructions. 
 
 c.  MPX: The software is going well without any problems.  There have been no errors or 
lost flights. 
 
 d.  REV:  Unable to tell any difference between software versions.  However, they have 
had a few instances of the Global Positioning System (GPS) signal dropping out for 2-3 minutes 
and then returning.  REV suspects the radiosondes rather than the software. 
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III.  System Issue Reports: 
 
Five SIRs were written this week during the RWS Field Evaluation.  The SIRs were briefly 
discussed as follows:  
 
SIR Impact Priority Summary Comments 
3207 6 5 WSH – Additional Label Information 

for Radiosondes 
Assigned to OPS11 for the 
next lot of radiosondes 

3208 2 2 LWX – Skew-t Did Not Plot in 
AWIPS 

RRS Program Manager 
reported RRS not on 
AWIPS priority list for 
upgrade.  In addition to 
LWX, entire WR had no 
soundings on the same day.  
Dom to investigate if NCF 
had problems at that time 

3209 2 2 SHV – Partial TRS Display OPS23 not sure of the 
cause, but selecting another 
window (changing the 
focus) and then returning to 
the TRS Display usually 
clears up the display. 

3210   2 5 NWSTC – Bad Electronic 
Components Needed 

Request for defective 
components for use during 
maintenance training 

3211 2 2 NWSTC – A Spare TRS Yoke is 
Needed 

Request for a spare for use 
during maintenance 
training; OPS11 reported 
there are currently no spare 
yoke assemblies and one 
needs to be purchased with 
the next lot of spares. 

 
 
IV.  Other Issues 
 
Larry Griffin reported NCDC Archive files were being received from the FE sites uneventfully. 
 
A vote was taken from the FE sites on whether or not to deploy the RRS Maintenance Release 
1.2 to the remaining RRS sites as well as to future RRS sites.  The sites unanimously voted “Yes 
– deploy the software.”  Dom Bosco, RRS Program Manager, accepted the recommendation and 
indicated the software would be deployed to the remaining RRS sites after allowing OPS12 two 
weeks to incorporate comments into the installation notes. 
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For the record, the four sites participating in the field evaluation are: 
 
 a.  Baltimore, MD/Washington, DC WFO located at Sterling, VA (WFO KLWX) 
 b.  Twin Cities WFO located at Chanhassen, MN (WFO KMPX) 
 c.  Shreveport, LA WFO (WFO KSHV) 
 d.  Reno, NV WFO (WFO KREV) 
 
All were thanked by Samuel Cochran for their participation in this RRS field evaluation.. 


