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Automated Surface Observing System (ASOS) 

Acquisition control Unit (ACU) v3.05 System Test 

Readiness Review Meeting Minutes 

Thursday 

Dec 9, 2010 

 Attendees 
ERH: 

WRH: 

SRH: 

PRH: 

Mat Ferrel 

Son Nguyen 

Lew Harrington 

John Bush 

 

OPS23: 

OPS22: 

OPS12: 

 

Rich Thomas, Peggy Hoch, Hak Kim 

Chet Schmitt, Rich Parry, James McNitt 

Joe Devost 

OPS24: Bert Viloria, Khien Nguyen, Aaron Poyer 

FAA: 

NAVSYSCEN: 

Bing Huang, James Elwell, Alok Gautam, et al 

Wayne Knight, Ron Heatherdale  

  

 

 

On Thursday, December 9, 2010, the National Weather Service Test & Evaluation Branch 

(OPS24) hosted the Automated Surface observing System (ASOS) Acquisition control Unit 

(ACU) V3.05 System Test (ST) Readiness Review Meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

discuss the state of preparedness of all the prerequisites. During the meeting, the following items 

were discussed: 

 

 - Khien said the V3.05 Software, successful Factory Acceptance Test, System Test Plan, 

Regression test procedures, and other documentations are ready. The system test will start on 

12/13/2010, after the software demonstration of the V3.05 security features to the FAA 

personnel at the Sterling Field Support Center (SFSC). The software will be installed on the 

Single Cabinet ASOS (SCA), and the single-DCP ASOS (ST1). It will be installed on the Three-

DCP ASOS (ST0) toward the end of December, due to necessary repair to the third Data 

Collection Package (DCP). The software and Installation Mod Notes have been sent to the 

National Weather Service Training Center (NWSTC), Kansas City, per their request. It will be 

sent to NAVSYSCEN, Charleston, SC, in about 30 days, after reasonable testing at SFSC. 

 

- Alok Gautam informed that the FAA test facility at Oklahoma can support the Weather System 

Processor (WSP) interface testing. Khien will coordinate with Alok to prepare for the tests.   

 

-  Wayne Knight informed that the Navy test bed will be available for testing in about 30 days. 

Currently the ASOS test system is running the version 2.79Y and being used to support some 

other test activity.  

 

- Son Nguyen asked whether this V3.05 software contain a fix for “False Tips”. Rich Parry 

responded that V3.05 does contain a fix for the “False Tip Algorithm.” It is an effort to remove 

the false reporting of precipitation from dew, fog, or anything else that might fall into the rain 

gauge (i.e., Heated Tipping Bucket (HTB) or the All Weather Precipitation Accumulation Gauge 

(AWPAG)) when precipitation is not occurring. 
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1. Status 

 

a. V3.05 Software, successful Factory Acceptance Test, Test procedures, and 

documentation are ready. 

 

 

b. ASOS test systems at SFSC (SCA, ST1) are ready. ASOS test system ST0 is expected 

to be ready at the end of December. ASOS test systems at WSH (SP1, SCA) are 

ready. 

 

c. Software V3.05 will be installed on SCA and ST1 at SFSC by 12/14/2010. It will be 

installed at the Weather Service Headquarters (NWS) by 12/15/2010. 

 

2. Miscellaneous 

 

a. Rich Thomas indicated he wants the test schedule to contain more details, with time 

estimate for each phase of testing. 

 

b. Bert Viloria discussed the usage of Test Track Pro to report the problems found 

during the ST [Test Trouble Reports (TTR)]. He will be the POC for Test Track Pro 

issues. 

 

3. Action Items 

 

a. Khien to contact Alok Gautam to discuss further the WSP test capability 

b. Khien to develop a more detailed test schedule. 

 

 


