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MEMORANDUM FOR:   Chair, ACCB - Joseph Facundo 
 
FROM:      Chair, ATRB – Jerald Dinges  (signed May 7, 2009) 
 
SUBJECT:     ASOS Ceilometer Decision  
 
At the May 7th ASOS Test Review Board (ATRB) Meeting, the board recommended the ASOS 
Configuration Control Board (ACCB) approve switching the CL31 ceilometer to the operational 
ceilometer at all Operational Test & Evaluation sites currently operating with the present ASOS 
ceilometer (CT12K) and the new ceilometer (CL31) as a test sensor.  
 
Attached, for your information, is the Final Report for the CL31/CT12K Meteorological 
Comparison Evaluation (MCE) that was performed at 8 sites (7 Operational ASOS sites and 1 
ASOS “test” system at the Sterling Field Support Center) using ASOS Acquisition Control Unit 
firmware version (V) 2.79V and Data Collection Platform V2.0 Erasable Programmable Read Only 
Memory from September 2008 through April 2009. The results of the evaluation support the use of 
the new ceilometer as an operational replacement to the current CT12K ceilometer on ASOS.  It 
also documents the differences between the two ceilometers in reporting sky conditions.  This 
information will be incorporated in a Technical Implementation Notice (TIN) that will be sent to 
the ASOS user community ahead of the official switch. In addition, each Weather Forecast Office 
will issue a Public Notification Statement using the information in the TIN to notify users of their 
local ASOSs ahead of the switch. 
 
The final report will be posted at: 
               http://www.nws.noaa.gov/ops2/ops24/documents/asos_ceilometer.htm
 
Also, for your information is the Microsoft PowerPoint presentation provided to the ATRB on May 
7th as background information to support their recommendation. 
 
Please sign in the appropriate block provided: 
 
Concur: _________(signed May 7, 2009)______(Joseph Facundo)  
 
Let’s Discuss: ____________________   (Joseph Facundo) 
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Distribution:   Distribution: 
    
FAA   Regional Headquarters
ATO-T –  B. Huang   W/ER4  –   P. Gabrielsen 
ATO-T – P. Armbruster   W/ER41  –  T. Rutkowski 
ATO-W – T. Kieu   W/ER42  –  K. Murray 
Contractor – J. Kranz   W/ER41 – M. Ferrell 
   W/CR4 – T. Schwein 
DoD – U.S. Navy   W/CR1x4 – T. Townsend 
SPAWARSYSCEN – G. Knight    W/CR43  –  B. Brashears 
SPAWARSYSCEN – R. Heatherdale   W/CR43 – D. Lester 
KNBC – GySgt Rocky L. Alexander   W/SR11  –  V. Murphy 
KNBC - SSgt Richard Robinson   W/SR4    –  J. Duxbury 
KNBC – CWO2 John Yukica    W/SR41   –  J. Villescaz 
   W/SR41x53 –  L. Harrington 
DoD – U.S. Air Force   Regional Headquarters (Continued)
USAF – W. Lawrence   W/WR4 – R. Diaz 
USAF – Todd Allen   W/WR42   –  S. Wink 
   W/WR4    –  R. Bernhart 
   W/WR4  –  J. Lachacz 
   W/WR4 –  S. Nguyen 
   W/AR4   –  J. Jones 
NCAR   W/AR42 – D. Bolton  
NCAR – R. Rassmussen   W/AR4 –  S. Denton 
NCAR – S. Landolt   W/PR1    – J. Bush 
   W/PR1  – D. Ching 
NWS Headquarters, Silver Spring, 
MD

  W/PR1 – A. Lowe 

CIO12   –  S. Murphy   W/PR1 – E. Meek 
CIO12   –  K. Conaty   NWS Site (MIC/ESA/OPL)
W/OS7 – K. Schrab   WFO CMH – Kenneth Haydu (MIC) 
W/OS7 –  L. Cook   WFO CMH – Curtis Brooks (ESA) 
W/OS7 – J. Heil   WFO CMH – Donald Hughes (OPL) 
W/OST1 – J.C. Duh   WFO RIC – Doug Jones (ESA) 
W/OST11 – J. Hahn   WFO RIC –  Richard Curry (OPL) 
W/OST11 – J. Monte   WFO RIC –  Anthony Siebers (MIC) 
W/OPS2 – N. Dipasquale   WFO ROA  – William Riehl (ESA) 
W/OST11 – J. Williams   WFO ROA –  Robert Galloway (OPL) 
W/OS12 – D. Staubs   WFO ROA – David West (MIC) 
W/OS32 – J. Bradley   WFO CAR – William Desjardins (Senior 

ET) 
W/OS32 – B. McNulty   WFO CAR – Peter Rahe (OPL) 
W/OPS1   –  A. Wissman (acting)   WFO CAR – Hendricus Luloff (MIC) 
W/OPS11 – D. Bosco   WFO BTV – John Compo (ESA) 
W/OPS12 – J. Tomkowicz (acting)   WFO BTV –  Gerald Macke (OPL) 
W/OPS12 – G. Dalyai   WFO BTV –  Andy Nash (MIC) 
W/OPS12  - J. Devost   WFO GDP – Wayne Patterson (ESA) 
W/OPS12 – G. Sikora    WFO GDP – Susan Griffin (OPL) 



 

  

W/OPS13 – D. Rinker   WFO GDP – Raymond Fagen (MIC) 
W/OPS13 – B. Mutagwanya   WFO OKC –  Jeff Engel (ESA) 
W/OPS14 – E. Parr   WFO OKC  –  Forrest Mitchell (OPL) 
W/OPS14 – F. Hauschildt   WFO OKC –  Mike Foster (MIC) 
W/OPS21 – J. Tatuni (acting)   WFO GUY – Ken Hunter (ESA) 
W/OPS22 – J. Facundo   WFO GUY – Tabitha Tripp (OPL) 
W/OPS22 – D. Mannarano   WFO GUY –  Jose Garcia (MIC) 
W/OPS22 – R. Parry    WFO JKL –  Timothy Stanley (ESA) 
W/OPS22 – C. Schmitt   WFO JKL–  David Stamper (OPL) 
W/OPS23 – R. Thomas   WFO JKL –  Shawn Harley (MIC) 
W/OPS23 – P. Hoch   WFO ABR – Brian Ambuehl (ESA) 
W/OPS23 – H. Kim   WFO ABR –  Timothy Kearns (OPL) 
W/OPS24 – J. Dinges   WFO ABR –  Jim Scarlett (MIC) 
W/OPS24 – M. Buckingham   WFO APX – Robert Weaver (ESA) 
W/OPS24 – J. Lee   WFO APX – Keith Berger (OPL) 
W/OPS24 – K. Nguyen   WFO APX – Gary Campbell (MIC) 
W/OPS24 – J. Fiore   WFO BIS –  Karl Venneberg (ESA) 
W/OPS24 – H. Tran   WFO BIS –  Leonard Peterson (OPL) 
   WFO BIS –  Jeffrey Savadel (MIC) 
   WFO CYS – Michael Wagner (ESA) 
NWSEO -   WFO CYS – Arthur Hutcheon (OPL) 
WFO MKE   –  C. Kornkven   WFO CYS –  Scott Carpenter (MIC) 
   WFO PHX –  Frank Stewert (ESA) 
   WFO PHX –  Michael Bruce (OPL) 
   WFO PHX –  Anton Haffer (MIC) 
   WFO HIO  –  Bill Flieder (ESA) 
   WFO HIO –  Daniel Keirns (OPL) 
   WFO HIO –  Steve Todd (MIC) 
   WFO CMA – Gary Strickland (ESA) 
   WFO CMA– Dessa Emch (OPL) 
   WFO CMA – Mark Jackson (MIC) 
   WFO OXR–  Gary Strickland (ESA) 
   WFO OXR – Dessa. Emch (OPL) 
   WFO OXR – Mark Jackson (ESA) 
   WFO GEG –  Dwight Williams (ESA) 
   WFO GEG –  Robert Bonner (OPL) 
   WFO GEG – John Livingston (MIC) 
   WFO FAI –  Randy Davis (ESA) 
   WFO FAI –  Brad Sipperley (OPL) 
   WFO FAI–  John Dragomir (MIC) 
   WFO HFO – Thomas Stenman (OIC) 
   ITO – Stephen Butler (Senior ET) 
   WFO HFO –James Weyman (MIC) 
   WFO DDC – M. Wagner (ESA)   
   WFO DDC – J. Lee (OPL) 
   WFO DDC – L. Ruthi (MIC) 
    
 


