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On Wednesday, October 26, 2011, the National Weather Service Test & Evaluation 

Branch (OPS24) and Software Branch (OPS23) hosted the first ASOS V3.05 OT&E 

TRG Meeting. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the status of Phase 1 OT&E installation of 

ASOS Software Version 3.05. 

 

Discussions 

 

Joe Fiore began the meeting by discussing that ten out of seventeen Phase 1 OT&E sites 

have installed ASOS V3.05.  No issues with the software have been reported since 

installation.  FAA needs additional time before installing V3.05 for the towered sites to 

allow training for observers and coordination with the union. Also, the Navy sites are not 

installed yet and are still working on a plan since all of the sites have observers who will 

need training before installation.  Joe also reiterated that only sites that have been 

authorized for Phase 1 OT&E should install ASOS V3.05.   

 



 

Aaron Poyer reported there is a problem with the phone line for Stampede Pass and no 

data have been collected from that site.  He thought the problem could be the phone 

number that is being used to dial the site and will confirm the numbers with the site 

technician. Son Nguyen will also talk with the technician to try to resolve this issue. 

 

Son Nguyen brought up the problem of CL31 sensor response timeout errors (which 

cause a $ - maintenance needed) and asked if this was corrected in V3.05.  Khien Nguyen 

and Joe discussed the issue and mentioned that it was not fixed in V3.05 because it is not 

a software problem, and it doesn’t occur at every site. The problem is most likely a 

communications problem between the DCP and ACU. A Yagi antenna was installed at 

Sterling to replace the omni directional antenna and it dramatically reduced the number 

of CL31 sensor response timeout errors. The Western Region also reported that after 

Yagi antennas were installed, the CL31 sensor response timeout errors were dramatically 

reduced.  Greg Dalyai suggested after Phase 1 that Sterling drop back to the omni 

directional antenna to see if the CL31 sensor response timeout errors increase again.  

More evidence is needed to determine if a Yagi antenna solves the problem before 

acquiring more Yagis for the sites experiencing the CL31 sensor response timeout errors.  

Since this issue is not software related or V3.05 related, Greg Dalyai suggested Son call 

him after the meeting to discuss the problem in more detail. One software change could 

potentially reduce the $ (maintenance needed) is to wait until more than 3 or 4 

consecutive CL31 sensor response timeouts occur before writing the $. (Currently, the $ 

is written after only one CL31 sensor response timeout.) This would require an RC, and 

could be implemented in a future software load.    

 

Aaron Poyer reported that ASOS data from the OT&E sites are being captured and 

monitored three times a day to allow for overlap of data.  Khien Nguyen is writing a 

script to help the data analysis team isolate various weather scenarios to test the 

meteorological improvements, the many new improvements, and the OTR fixes that are 

in V3.05.  

 

Joe Fiore asked the Phase I sites to report back any improvements/OTR fixes (listed in 

the OT&E test plan) noted with V3.05 via email if possible.  He also asked if any sites 

were experiencing any problems since the installation.  The Southern, Central, Western, 

Pacific and Alaska Regions reported no problems.  Eastern Region was not online.  

 

Greg Dalyai brought up that the AOMC password management plan needs more 

clarification. Joe said that the password management has been discussed and coordinated 

with the AOMC.  Greg asked: What is the best approach to change passwords when they 

need to be changed after 60 days?  It was suggested that passwords should be changed 

one region at a time, one day at a time, preferably in the evening and not around a 

weekend. 

 

Joe Fiore closed the meeting after reporting that the OT&E Plan is being updated with 

comments provided by the AOMC and TOC.  He also mentioned that ASOS V3.05 TRG 



meetings are scheduled every two weeks to discuss the status and any issues.  If there are 

any issues before the next meeting an emergency meeting will be called. 

 

The next ASOS V3.05 TRG meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 10, 2:00-4:00 

pm (EST), SSMC-2 Room 4246.  Conference call dial in 1-877-690-0813; participant 

passcode – 8521699#. 

 

 


