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On Thursday, November 10, 2011, the National Weather Service Test & Evaluation 

Branch (OPS24) and Software Branch (OPS23) hosted the ASOS V3.05 OT&E TRG 

Meeting. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the status of Phase 1 OT&E installation of 

ASOS Software Version 3.05 and any Test Trouble Reports (TTRs). 

 

Discussions 

 

Joe Fiore began the meeting by discussing that thirteen out of seventeen Phase 1 OT&E 

sites have installed ASOS V3.05.  The FAA needs additional time before installing V3.05 

for towered sites (Phase 2) to allow training for observers and coordination with the 

union. Also, four Navy sites (Phase1) are not installed yet and still have observers who 

will need training before installation.  OPS12 is trying to clear up any confusion on 

changing passwords.  For the Phase I sites that have already installed ASOS V3.05, 

several objectives in the OTE plan have been verified through data analysis. Such as, 

SPECIs transmitted anytime during METAR (3980 SPECI’s obtained to date); multiple 



FEW layers in cloud report (1068 Observations obtained to date); remove addition data 

from SPECI during METAR with only Pxxx remark (2455 observations obtained to 

date); no blank in EDIT LOG (OTR 1002); generate a SPECI when a thunderstorm 

moves into the vicinity of the site (VCTS) (455 observation obtained to date), include 

Temp/Dew Remarks (Txxx group) in all observations (METAR and SPECI’s), and 

store data that causes a data quality error in brackets (many thousands minutes of data 

obtained to date) . 

 

One TTR has been identified – TTR 294 – extra zeros in the AUDLOG if no data are in 

the log.  The zeros will go away once actual data is received.  This has been found at 

several of the OTE sites.  This is not a major problem and does not have an operational 

impact.  The Regions online for the call were polled and it was decided that since this 

does not have an operational impact the problem can be ignored for now and possibly 

corrected in a later ASOS software upgrade. 

 

Another new issue was discussed – TTR 295 (Pressure Data Missing and Pressure Sensor 

Response Timeouts - was created after meeting was held) – pressure sensors drop out 

causing missing data with brackets around the data.  This problem was reported at nine of 

twelve sites. Greg Dalyai said that this can only be corrected by a tech physically 

deconfiguring and reconfiguring the sensors.  There is no common factor causing the 

problem so further investigation is needed. 

 

Joe Fiore reported that the OT&E plan has been finalized and signed.  It will be widely 

distributed and has several links to important documents in the plan, SOP, Release Notes, 

Survey, etc.  He encouraged everyone to closely read the plan to understand all 

instructions. 

 

There was a discussion about the new ice accretion algorithm.  For aviation safety, ice 

accretion remarks can only be turned on and off by the System Manager using the System 

Manager password.  Also, for the auto enable/disable of the freezing rain sensor, six time 

periods for enable/disable have been changed to nine time periods for enable/disable and 

are determined by the Weather Forecast Office (WFO) or by the Region. The TEC or 

SYS can change the time periods for auto disable/enable of the freezing rain sensor on 

the MAINT-DCP-DTCHG-SEQN page.  Even if the ice accretion remarks are turned off 

for inclusion in the METAR/SPECI’s they can still be obtained by direct command mode 

(DCM) in the ASOS Meteorological Remark (AMR).  When ASOS V3.05 is installed 

and a Freezing Rain sensor is configured, the System Manager (only SYS) can turn on 

the Ice Accretion remarks at that time.  

 

Peggy Hoch discussed how the FAA will handle Phase 2 installation.  They will break 

down the installation in two phases: Phase 2a and Phase 2.  Phase 2a sites will include 

Federal Contract Towers (FCT) and will be ready to install in early January 2012.  Phase 

2 will consist of Air Traffic Control Towers (ATCT) that need to coordinate with the 

union and will be ready by the end of January 2012.  Joe Fiore asked Peggy Hoch to send 

him the list of Phase 2a and Phase 2 sites. Joe Fiore also requested that Peggy send him a 

list of the OT&E sites that will have a password waiver for the observer (OBS) and Air 



Traffic Controller (ATC) (if there is indeed a waiver) so that information can be added to 

the OT&E plan.  

 

Tom Townsend discussedV3.05 change: S01133 – Provide Technician (TEC) 

Authorization to Set DSM/MSM Transmit Times – on the SITE-PHYSICAL page. Tom 

stated that the change for DSM/MSM Transmit Times used to be made by the AOMC, 

but AOMC is no longer doing it. The change can now be made by the System Manager or 

the Technician. Tom suggested that a maintenance note is needed for the field sites to 

describe this change. It is possibly an issue that should be brought up at the next ACM. 

 

Greg Dalyai expressed concern that ASOS operational documentation, system 

documentation, and the System Manager’s course documents all need revisions.  Also, it 

is not clear (operationally) who has the responsibility to update these documents. 

 

Joe Fiore closed the meeting and reminded the group that ASOS V3.05 TRG meetings 

are scheduled every two weeks but if there are any important issues before the next 

meeting an emergency meeting will be called. 

 

The next ASOS V3.05 TRG meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 1, 2:00-4:00 

pm (EST), SSMC-2 Room 4246.  Conference call dial in 1-877-690-0813; participant 

passcode – 8521699#. 

 

 


