
Radiosonde Replacement System)  
Radiosonde Workstation Software Build 2 System Test 

Test Review Group Meeting 
January 20, 2010 

 
ATTENDEES: 
 
NWS: 
Field Sites: 
Newport, NC (MHX)   Geary Wills   
Springfield, MO (SGF) Gerry Claycomb 
Shreveport, LA (SHV) Aaron Stevens 
 
NWS Regional Headquarters: 
Kevin Murray – ER42 
 
National Specialized Centers: 
 
National Weather Service Headquarters: 
Aaron Poyer –OPS24 (ST Test Director)    Bert Viloria – OPS24  
Richard Thomas – OPS23   Kevin Kay – OPS23 
Eddie Roberts – OPS23   John Uhlman – OPS12 
Sergio Marsh – OS7    Carl Bower – OPS22 
Nick Schmid – OPS11   Don Johnson – OPS22 
Bill Blackmore – OPS22 
 
I. Role call:  The Test Review Group meeting (TRG) for Radiosonde Replacement System 

(RRS) Radiosonde Workstation Software (RWS) Build 2 System Test (ST) was held by 
audio conference call on Wednesday, January 20, 2010.  Aaron Poyer, Test and 
Evaluation Branch (OPS24), ST Director, convened the meeting with a “roll call” (See 
above list of attendees).   

 
II. Agenda:  Aaron described the agenda, which was as follows; Test Status, SIR overview 

and status, outstanding Action Item status, and any new action items, Question & 
Answers. The following are the summary from the meeting: 

 
III. Test Summary:  Aaron gave a briefing of the current test status including the completed 

flights, and test procedures.   
 

 Aaron reported on the live flights flown by the Baltimore/Washington Forecast Office 
(KLWX) personnel that have been tracked by the ST test system at the Sterling Field 
Support Center (SFSC), as well as the live test flights flown at SFSC. Since 
installation 20 procedures have been successfully completed and approximately 46 
live flights had been tracked to date 42 of which originated at the KLWX.  

 Aaron reported on the test procedures being performed at National Weather Service 
Headquarters (WSH): 
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i. To date 21 procedures have been successfully completed on the QA Wizard 
Pro automated testing setup on the 4th floor test stand-alone site system. 

ii. To date 3 procedures have been successfully completed on the OPS24 6th 
floor test system connected to National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Network (NOAAnet). 

 
IV. System Issue Report (SIR) Overview and Status: Aaron briefed the group on the new 

SIRs and gave a short description of the SIR/Conditions leading up to them. 
New SIRS: 

 
 1385: Printer test hangs application for virtual printer; Rich Thomas told the group 

this was being addressed. In-Progress will be included in the next evaluation build 
(v2.0.11.0). 

i. Eddie Roberts stated that he needed to update the SIR to validation passed. 
 1388: Comparison of RH and Dewpoint levels between V1.2 and V2.0.10.1. Closed, 

not an ST related issue and must be revisited from a program sensor performance 
& requirements standpoint. 

i. Aaron described the issue as it relates to the SIR; this Relates to the smoothing 
algorithms for the Relative Humidity (RH). RH noise is smoothed however 
the noise still exists; in addition the smoothing could mask the noise due to the 
design of the new smoothing algorithms. It is possible that the noise in the RH 
from the sonde is masked so that it isn’t readily noticed that the data may be 
noisy/erroneous despite the smoothing this poor quality sonde data may still 
lead to numerous WMO levels being coded for RH. 

1. Aaron asked Bill Blackmore if he had any further comments to add to 
the description he declined. 

2. Aaron recommended that this SIR is not an ST issue since the ST is 
tasked with verifying the ability of the software changes implemented 
and it has been shown that the smoothing algorithm is smoothing the 
data as it was designed. Therefore Aaron recommended that this be 
raised above the authority of the TRG and be considered closed as far 
as the ST is concerned. 

3. Carl Bower added clarification that this will not be addressed with the 
current radiosonde due to the limitations of the carbon hygristor, and 
that we will not devote more time to this issue until a newer sonde 
technology is tested and approved for system use in the future. 

 Carried over Action Items: 
i. AI #3:  (POC:  Ashby Hawse; Due: 01/22/2010) – Notify OPS24 of 

NOAANet/Active directory setup for the RRS System 7. In-Progress ISA 
signed, RC on priority list. Completion date as yet to be determined.  

 
 New Action Items: 

i. None. 
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V. Further Questions and Discussion: 
i. No questions. 

 
ii. Bert Viloria (OPS24) asked about the availability of the next build of RWS 

software, Rich Thomas (OPS23) confirmed that the v2.0.11.0 build should be 
available to OPS24 for the ST on Friday, January 22, 2010 for installation at 
Sterling and WSH in time for the field personnel to evaluate the software at 
SFSC. 

   
The next Test Review Group meeting (TRG) will convene in Rm. 8246 at SSMC2 at 2:30pm 
EST on 01/27/2010, to follow-up on existing SIRs and Action Items, and go over any new issues 
or questions that may have arisen during testing. 
 
Please use the following information to dial into the meeting: 
Telephone: 1-888-539-7320 
Password:  1615944# 


