
   

 

Administrative and Acknowledgement Information 

This is a living document that will be periodically updated by the current National Warning Coordination Meteorologist 

(WCM) Program Leader in the Office of Climate, Water, and Weather Services (OCWWS 1/OS51) at the NWS Head-

quarters, or their designee. 

Comments and suggestions can be sent to: 

Chris Maier, National WCM 

National Weather Service, NOAA 

1325 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, MD  20910 

Chris.maier@noaa.gov  301-713-0090 x175 

  

The need for a national-based NWS Information Guide was identified by Emergency Managers in an open-forum session 

at the 2009 International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Conference in Orlando.  NWS management at the 

open-forum session made completion of the guide a national requirement and indicated that it would be ready for the 

2010 IAEM Conference in San Antonio, Oct 30-Nov 4, 2010. 

This document is considered Part 1.  Part 2 is to be developed and maintained by local offices.  It is intended that Part 2 

will contain additional detailed information pertaining to local WFO County Warning Areas as well as any state-only ser-

vices and procedures. 

WFO Milwaukee/Sullivan, WI (MKX) volunteered to develop the national guide. A team of 13 individuals worked on the 

initial guide development: 

Rusty Kapela – MKX Warning Coordination Meteorologist (Team Leader) 

Penny Zabel – MKX Met Intern  (Editor) 

Chris Franks –  Minneapolis, MN General Forecaster (former MKX Met Intern)  (Editor) 

Ashley Sears – MKX Met Intern 

Chris Kuhlman – MKX Met Intern 

Marcia Cronce – MKX General Forecaster 

James Wood — MKX General Forecaster  

Marc Kavinsky – MKX Senior Forecaster   

Chris Kornkven – MKX Electronic Technician   

Travis Unkel – MKX Electronic Technician 

Bill Borghoff – Memphis, TN General Forecaster (former MKX Met Intern) 

Courtney Obergfell – Northern Indiana Met Intern (former MKX SCEP) 

Alex Lamers – Duluth, MN Met Intern (former MKX SCEP shared with WFO Norman, OK) 

 

Special thanks to Jeff Last (WCM, Green Bay, WI) and Todd Shea (WCM, La Crosse, WI) for meticulously proofreading 

the entire document and offering numerous suggestions. 

 

Oversight and guidance was provided by Chris Maier.  Many program leaders at NWS Headquarters and the NWS Re-

gional Offices reviewed sections in their area of expertise.  Additionally, many suggestions for improvement were provid-

ed by WCMs at WFOs, the SPC, the NHC, and the Service Coordination Hydrologists (SCH) at the River Forecast Cen-

ters and others. 

Many of the images and descriptions in this book came from other documents, publications and websites already pre-

pared by local WFOs and other centers/offices.   
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