DM-OPEN NWEM API Test Candidate Request
The NOAA/National Weather Service (NWS) HazCollect server functionalities were tested end-to-end between the DHS’s Disaster Management Interoperability Services (DMIS) NWEM Toolkit and NWS dissemination systems during 2006.  The NWS and DHS’s agent for DM-OPEN, Battelle Memorial Institute, wish to test the OPEN NWEM API functionality with government agencies that use third-party vendor systems interoperable with the Disaster Management Open Platform for Emergency Networks (DM-OPEN).  The purpose of this test is to demonstrate end-to-end the OPEN API and HazCollect functionality, not to perform system certification.  The NWS is working with the Emergency Interoperability Consortium and the OASIS Emergency Management Technical Committee to identify demonstration candidates.  
The NWS requests interested parties that will be able to demonstrate and test OPEN NWEM API functionality over a two‑day period in late January or early February 2007.  Response to this request does not constitute a commitment by the Government to demonstrate or test a specific vendor system.  By January 24, 2007, interested parties with systems and clients that meet the stated prerequisites should contact:
Steve Schofield, NOAA/NWS HazCollect Project Manager
Email: Steven.Schofield@noaa.gov 
The following information regarding the test is provided on the next page:  

· Third-party vendor system prerequisites for participating in OPEN NWEM API Testing.

· Primary functionalities to be included in the test.

· The basic sequence of the interfaces for posting NWEM CAP files to the HazCollect Server.

Reference documents, including a HazCollect Developer Guide and an annotated HazCollect NWEM sample, are online at 

http://www.emforum.org/OPEN/OPEN-SIG/Documents/Documents.htm.

Primary Points of Contact for this test: 

Jon Adkins, NOAA/NWS for HazCollect

Email:  Jon.Adkins@noaa.gov  

Phone:  301-713 -0304 ext. 111

Steve Schofield, NOAA/NWS for HazCollect

Email: Steven.Schofield@noaa.gov 
Phone: 301-713-3391 ext. 139
Gary Ham, Battelle for DM-OPEN

Email:  hamg@battelle.org 
Phone:  540-288-5611 

DM-OPEN NWEM API Test

Third-party vendor system prerequisites for participating in OPEN NWEM API Testing:

· Have developed a Non-Weather Emergency Message (NWEM) user interface that allows the client government agencies to input and post desired parameters. 

· Have a client local (city, county), state, tribal, or Federal government agency with public alert and warning dissemination requirement and willing and able to participate in the demonstration that is also registered with the DHS Disaster Management program and has a Collaborative Operations Group (COG) ID.

· Have successfully tested their NWEM API against the OPEN InteropDev system.

Primary functionalities included in the test (others may be added):

· Manage Authorization

· Post NWEM with County area; post Update NWEM; post Corrected NWEM

· Post NWEM with County and Marine area; post Update NWEM; post Corrected NWEM

· Error Corrections

· Operational Modes 

· System performance monitoring

· In a controlled test environment “post and transmit” NWEMs of 17 event types from COGs with local scope, state scope, and national scope, respectively
· In operational environment post and transmit end-to-end NWEM (ADR event type) from COGs with local scope, state scope, and national scope, respectively 

In simple terms here is a sequence of the interfaces for posting HazCollect CAPs to be turned into NWEMs by the HazCollect Server:

1. "Ping" to see that the service is up and running and authorizations for DM-OPEN are in order.  

2. "Get HCS mode" to see if the HazCollect server is available and what operational mode it is in.  

3. If the HazCollect server is in test or operational mode "Is Cog Authorized?" lets the calling service know whether it is an approved COG or not.  

4. If authorized, "Get NWEM Auxiliary Data" lets the calling service know what FIPS, Zones, States etc. are covered by the Authorization.  

5. Finally "Post NWEM" allows the calling service to initiate an actual post.

If a posted message does not meet structural and content requirements set by the HazCollect server and outlined in the reference documents, the message is rejected and an "exception" error message is returned to the calling service.  The standards are the same for all inputs to the HazCollect server regardless of source. 

Reference documents, including a HazCollect Developer Guide and an annotated HazCollect NWEM sample, are online at 

http://www.emforum.org/OPEN/OPEN-SIG/Documents/Documents.htm.

