
D E C L A R A T I O N

WHEREAS, in the past 30 years, almost 60 Americans have been killed each year by lightning; and

WHEREAS, lightning is the number one weather-related killer in Utah - 47 people have been killed and well over 100 injured by lightning since 1954; and

WHEREAS, just since 1980, lightning has claimed 29 lives and injured 68 persons in the Beehive State; and

WHEREAS, lightning strikes the ground 25 million times each year in the United States and is most common from May through September with most deaths and injuries occurring in the afternoon and evening hours when thunderstorm activity is at its peak; and

WHEREAS, the most prone person to be a lightning fatality is a male in his teens, twenties, or thirties, and in an open area or on a body of water; and 

WHEREAS, those enjoying Utah's great outdoors should be alert for threatening conditions in the area and take proper protection.

WHEREAS, adherence to safety rules such as seeking protection in a building, a vehicle or a low lying area during thunderstorms can prevent loss of life and/or injury.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHAEL O. LEAVITT, Governor of the State of Utah, do hereby declare the week of April 28 - May 4,  2002


LIGHTNING SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK IN UTAH

in conjunction with National Lightning Safety Awareness Week,

to help inform the people of Utah about the dangers associated with lightning, and the actions that can be taken to prevent loss of life and injury from lightning strikes, to make this summer lightning safe for all.    

 Michael O. Leavitt

       G O V E R N O R 

