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PUBLIC INFORMATION NOTICE
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HEADQUARTERS WASHINGTON DC

1240 PM EDT THU MAR 18 2010
TO:       NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE /NWS/ OFFICES

          FAMILY OF SERVICES /FOS/ SUBSCRIBERS

          FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION /FAA/ OFFICES

          OTHER NWS AVIATION CUSTOMERS AND PARTNERS

FROM:     CYNTHIA ABELMAN

          CHIEF...AVIATION SERVICES BRANCH

SUBJECT:  WAFS/ICAO/International Exchange/FOS Grids AVAILABLE
          IN grIB2 FORMAT EFFECTIVE MARCH 2010.

WAFS/ICAO/International Exchange/FOS Grids CURRENTLY AVAILABLE IN grIB1 FORMAT BECOME AVAILABLE IN GRIB2 FORMAT EFFECTIVE MARCH 2010.  WAFS users and visualiZation providers will be able to access GRIB2 upper air data for use in flight planning.  

GRIB2 will be provided in parallel with existing GRIB1 THROUGH 2013...during which time users will be expected to migrate to the new code formAT. GRIB2 data will be compressed global gridded fields...at 3-hourly time steps (T+6 to 36)...and 
1.25 BY 1.25 regular /unthinned/ grid. Users will NEED appropriate decompression and GRIB2 decoding utilities. 

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF WMO PRODUCT HEADERS FOR THE WAFS GRIB2 DATASET...GO TO:

  http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/pmb/codes/wafs_wmo_headers/
THE WAFS/ICAO/International Exchange/FOS Grids WILL BE AVAILABLE IN GRIB2 FORMAT FROM THE WAFS INTERNET FILE SYSTEM /WIFS/. ONLY AUTHORIZED USERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ACCESS THE DATA.  TO REGISTER PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO WIFS.REG@NOAA.GOV:
   1.  FOUR LETTER ICAO LOCATION INDICATOR
   2.  FULL NAME







   3.  EMAIL ADDRESS
   4.  WAFC PROVIDER (US OR UK)
   5.  CITY/COUNTRY
   6.  WAFS WORKSTATION IP ADDRESS (IF APPLICABLE)
THE WAFS/ICAO/International Exchange/FOS Grids WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE IN GRIB1 FORMAT FROM THE FOLLOWING SYSTEMS:

1. INTERNATIONAL SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM /ISCS/ 

2. NWS FTP SERVERS AT:

     http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/pmb/products/gfs/#00zgrib
3. THE WAFS INTERNET FILE SERVICE /WIFS/ 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS PRODUCT...CONTACT: 

MICHAEL.PAT.MURPHY@NOAA.GOV
NWS TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION NOTICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT: 

     http://www.weather.gov/os/notif.htm
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