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SERVICE CHANGE NOTICE 08-50
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HEADQUARTERS WASHINGTON DC

1030 AM EDT TUE AUG 5 2008  

TO:      SUBSCRIBERS:


    -FAMILY OF SERVICES


    -NOAA WEATHER WIRE SERVICE


    -EMERGENCY MANAGERS WEATHER INFORMATION NETWORK

         OTHER NWS PARTNERS...USERS AND EMPLOYEES

FROM:    ROBERT J. MCLEOD
  
    CHIEF...AWARENESS BRANCH

         OFFICE OF CLIMATE...WATER...AND WEATHER SERVICES

SUBJECT: OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION OF CALL-TO-ACTION 
         MARKERS IN WATCH/WARNING/ADVISORY/ AND FOLLOW-UP
         STATEMENTS: EFFECTIVE BEGINNING FEBRUARY 11 2009 

On Wednesday...February 11 2009... NWS Weather Forecast Offices /WFO/ will begin a phased implementation of 
Call-To-Action /CTA/ markers in all Watch/Warning/Advisory and follow-up Statements /W/W/A/S/. The implementation will continue through approximately May 15 2009... at which time all WFOs will be issuing W/W/A/S products with CTA markers included. The CTA markers implementation is part of Advanced Weather Interactive Processing System /AWIPS/ Operational Build 9 software installation at each WFO.  CTA markers will identify the beginning and end of the CTA statement/s/ in a product.  Insertion of CTA markers enables specialized use of CTA statements by NWS... partners and other users.  
A Public Information Statement on February 13 2008 announced a comment period that was conducted from February 13 2008 to March 7 2008 on the proposal to delineate CTA statements with markers.  The Marine Weather Warning /MWW/ product prototyped CTA markers starting in early October 2007.  See SCN 08-36 for information on the operational use of CTA markers in the MWW product beginning August 5 2008.  

The CTA markers will use the PRECAUTIONARY/PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS... and && character strings as the CTA beginning and ending markers respectively.  The PRECAUTIONARY/PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS... and && character strings will be left justified with no other printable characters on the same line of text.  
The generic CTA marker format is shown below:
    /blank line/

    PRECAUTIONARY/PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS... 

    /blank line/

    /single- or multi-line text content of call-to-action or 

    instruction statement/s//

    /blank line/

    &&

    /blank line/

One set of CTA markers will be inserted into each WFO W/W/A/S product segment that contains a CTA statement/s/.   In certain hydrologic point-forecast flood products in which CTA statements are in the Overview/Synopsis section... CTA markers will be inserted only in the Overview/Synopsis section.   
An example of the CTA marker format in a Tornado Warning is shown below:

    PRECAUTIONARY/PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS...

    THIS IS AN EXTREMELY DANGEROUS AND LIFE THREATENING
    SITUATION. A LARGE TORNADO HAS BEEN CONFIRMED.  IF YOU
    ARE IN THE PATH OF THIS DESTRUCTIVE TORNADO... TAKE
    COVER IMMEDIATELY IN A BASEMENT OR OTHER UNDERGROUND 
    SHELTER AND GET UNDER SOMETHING STURDY.

    &&

If there is no CTA... CTA markers normally will not be included in the product or product segment.  This occurs most frequently with cancellation or expiration products. 
This change will be included in the next update to NWS Instruction /NWSI/ 10-1701...Text Product Formats and Codes... and in individual service program product specification NWSIs.  
More detailed information on CTA markers... including a draft of NWSI 10-1701 description of CTA markers... a listing of the affected product categories... and sample products is available online at /use lower case letters/:

  http://www.nws.noaa.gov/os/ctamarkers/index.shtml
NWS customers who automatically process products described at the above website should revise their processing procedures no later than February 11 2009 to ensure ability to continue to successfully process the products.

There are no changes to AWIPS identifiers...WMO product headings or product issuance times.

If you have any questions or comments... please contact:

  Herb White
  Dissemination Services Manager

  National Weather Service

  Silver Spring MD 20910
  Phone:  301-713-0090 Ext. 146 

  E-Mail:  Herbert.White@noaa.gov
NWS Service Change Notices are online on /use lower case/: 
   http://www.weather.gov/os/notif.htm
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