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TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION NOTICE 08-29 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HEADQUARTERS WASHINGTON DC 

440 PM EDT TUE APR 1 2008 

TO:       FAMILY OF SERVICES /FOS/ SUBSCRIBERS

          NOAAPORT SUBSCRIBERS

          OTHER NWS USERS... PARTNERS AND EMPLOYEES

FROM:     JASON TUELL 

          CHIEF...SCIENCE PLANS BRANCH 

          OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (OST) 

SUBJECT:  NESDIS HIGH DENSITY SCATTEROMETER OCEAN SURFACE    

          WINDS TO BE ADDED TO SBN/NOAAPORT: EFFECTIVE JUNE 
          24 2008 

Effective Tuesday June 24 2008...beginning at approximately 1500 Coordinated Universal Time (UTC)...the National Environmental Satellite...Data...and Information Service (NESDIS) and NWS will begin dissemination of high density scatterometer ocean surface wind products via SBN/NOAAPORT.
One version of these products is the current set of NASA Quikscat winds from the seawinds scatterometer sensor...but with the wind vector retrieval horizontal resolution increasing from 25 km to 12.5 km.
The other version of these products is additional scatterometer winds from the METOP ASCAT sensor...having a sensor resolution of 25 km.
Both Quikscat and METOP are polar orbiting satellites...each 
providing approximately two flyovers per day...more in the high latitude regions. METOP has taken over the mid morning polar orbit previously occupied by a NOAA TIROS...N satellite.
Each orbit has a duration of approximately 101 minutes. The 
raw data are processed by NESDIS into point values of wind speed and direction...then encoded into BUFR.
The WMO headers (T1T2A1A2II CCCC) for these products will be 
of the form:
     T1:     I for Quikscat...J for ASCAT

     T2:     S

     A1:     X 

     A2:     X

     II:     Region (see table below)
     CCCC:   KNES

The scatterometer wind products will be provided over the 
following nine geographical regions...which have an aggregate area of coverage from 75N to 35S and from 35W to 130E (crossing the international dateline): 
Region  II  coverage
AREA1   01  35S TO 37N...35W TO 90W

AREA2   02  37N TO 75N...35W TO 90W

AREA3   03  35S TO 37N...90W TO 109W

AREA4   04  37N TO 75N...90W TO 109W

AREA5   05  35S TO 42N...109W TO 140W

AREA6   06  42N TO 75N...109W TO 128W

             4N TO 42N...128W TO 140W

AREA7   07  35S TO 50N...140W TO 180

AREA8   08  35S TO 50N...180 TO 130E

AREA9   09  52N TO 75N...128W TO 140W

            50N TO 75N...140W TO 130E

For questions concerning the technical details of these products or their generation...please contact:  

     GENE LEGG

     NESDIS...OSDPD...IPD

     CAMP SPRINGS MARYLAND

     PHONE: 301 763 8051 EXT 107

     EMAIL: gene.legg@noaa.gov
or
     PAUL CHANG

     NESDIS...ORA...ORAD

     CAMP SPRINGS MARYLAND

     PHONE: 301 763 8231 EXT 167

     EMAIL: 
" 

paul.s.chang@noaa.gov


For questions concerning the SBN/NOAAPORT activation of these products...please contact:  
     DAVE NIVER  

     NWS...OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

     SILVER SPRING MARYLAND 

     PHONE: 301 713 0211 EXT 180 

     EMAIL: dave.niver@noaa.gov
NWS Technical Implementation Notices are online at: 

     http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/notif.htm
$$ 

NNNN

