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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HEADQUARTERS WASHINGTON DC
130 PM EDT TUE MAY 20 2008
TO:       SUBSCRIBERS:

          -FAMILY OF SERVICES

          -NOAA WEATHER WIRE SERVICE

          -EMERGENCY MANAGERS WEATHER INFORMATION NETWORK

          -NOAAPORT

          OTHER NWS PARTNERS...USERS AND EMPLOYEES
FROM:     JASON TUELL

          SCIENCE PLANS BRANCH CHIEF

          OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
SUBJECT:  CHANGES TO OUTPUT FROM HIRES WINDOW MODEL: 
          EFFECTIVE AUGUST 5 2008
Effective Tuesday August 5 2008...with the 1200 Coordinated Universal Time /UTC/ run...the National Centers For Environmental Prediction /NCEP/ will introduce some changes to the output from the HIRES WINDOW /HIRESW/ model. 
NCEP runs the Weather Research And Forecast /WRF/ versions of the Non-hydrostatic hybrid vertical coordinate Mesoscale model /NMM/ and the national center for atmospheric research /NCAR/ advanced research WRF /ARW/. These runs are made over 5 domains covering the United States and Puerto Rico. The runs are nested inside of the parent North American Meso model /NAM/...obtaining initial and boundary conditions from the NAM. Below is the run schedule and the associated domains:
  0000 UTC: Eastern US and Hawaii
  0600 UTC: Western US and Puerto Rico
  1200 UTC: Eastern US and Hawaii
  1800 UTC: Alaska and Puerto Rico
These HIRESW runs are cancelled on the NCEP operational supercomputer when hurricane models are running during the tropical season but are run on the development supercomputer when resources permit.  
 
Upcoming changes: the changes listed below will be incorporated into the model:
1.  The generating process identifier within the HIRESW NMM
    output will change from 84 to 112. 
2.  The generating process identifier within the HIRESW ARW
    output will change from 84 to 116.
3.  Vertical motion will be produced at three additional     

    isobaric levels...200 250 and 1000 HPA...in the output of 
    both the HIRESW NMM and HIRESW arw for all domains. 
These model changes will impact all dissemination routes... 
Include the NWS public ftp server and the NCEP public FTP server. These data sets are not currently available on NOAAPORT.
A consistent parallel feed of data will become available on the NCEP FTP server on June 17 2008 at /use lowercase/:
    ftp://ftp.NCEP.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/NAM/para
Users are encouraged to ensure their decoders are flexible and are able to adequately handle changes in content order... Parameter fields changing order...changes in the scaling 
Factor component within the PDS of the GRIB files and any volume 
Changes that may be forthcoming. These elements may change with 
Future NCEP model implementations. NCEP will make every attempt 
To alert users to these changes before implementations.
For questions concerning these changes...please contact: 
 
     Geoff Dimego
     NCEP...Mesoscale Modeling Branch
     Camp Springs Maryland
     Phone: 301 763 8000 X7221
     Email: Geoff.Dimego@noaa.gov
 or
     Matthew Pyle
     NCEP...Mesoscale Modeling Branch
     Camp Springs Maryland
     Phone: 301 763 8000 X7242
     Email: Matthew.Pyle@noaa.Gov
For questions regarding the dataflow aspects of these data 
Sets...please contact the NCEP/NCO/PMB dataflow help desk at the email address below.
     email: ncep.pmb.dataflow@noaa.gov
NWS Technical Implementation Notices are online at 
/use lower case letters/: 
 http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/notif.htm
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