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TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION NOTICE 08-53 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HEADQUARTERS WASHINGTON DC

1015 AM EDT FRI JUN 20 2008

TO:       SUBSCRIBERS:

          -FAMILY OF SERVICES

          -NOAA WEATHER WIRE SERVICE

          -EMERGENCY MANAGERS WEATHER INFORMATION NETWORK

          OTHER NWS PARTNERS, USERS AND EMPLOYEES

FROM:     JASON TUELL

          CHIEF, SCIENCE PLANS BRANCH

          OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

SUBJECT:   ADDITION OF MULTI GRID NOAA WAVEWATCH III TEXT            SPECTRAL BULLETINS TO NOAAPORT: EFFECTIVE

           SEPTEMBER 9 2008

Effective Tuesday September 9, 2008, with the 1200 Coordinated 
Universal Time (UTC) run, the multi grid NOAA WAVEWATCH III (NWW3) text spectral bulletins produced by the National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) will be added to NOAAPORT. 
The spectral bulletins provide bulk spectral properties at point locations. These correspond to buoy locations as well as positions where more detailed information on the wave climate is desired. The spectral bulletins include approximately 190 new point locations over the entire global domain.  
Output for each spectral bulletin includes:
1. The bulk significant wave height of the spectrum.
2. The number of partitions in the 2-D spectrum (a partition corresponds to a local peak in the energy spectrum). Only partitions with significant wave height greater than 0.05 meters are reported here.
3. Bulk spectral parameters (significant wave height...peak period and direction) for each partition. Bulk characteristics are only reported for partitions with significant wave height greater than 0.15 meters.
Spectral output is reported every hour starting from 9 hours of hindcast conditions and extending out to 180 hours of forecast conditions.   
There will be 4 distributions a day corresponding to the 0000, 0600, 1200 and 1800 UTC model cycles. The timing of the delivery on NOAAPORT will be approximately four and a half hours after the four cycle times.
The per cycle data volume will be approximately 3.5 megabytes (MB) or approximately 14 MB per day.
The WMO headings for these products will be of the form:
    T1T2:
 AG
    A1A2:  OCEANIC AREA (ONE of NT, ET, GX, CA, PZ, GA,
           PN, AC, HW, PW, XT, PS, IO) 
      I1:  4   
      I2:  geographic location (one of 012345678) 
    CCCC:  KWBJ 
The AWIPS IDs for these products will be of the form:
    OSBMNN  
Where NN can range from 01 through 99
A complete description and list of WMO headings and AWIPS IDs can be obtained at the following Website:
     http://www.weather.gov/os/notification/resources/ww3.pdf
For questions related to the spectral bulletins, please contact: 
     Hendrik Tolman
     NCEP/EMC, Chief Marine Modeling Branch
     Camp Springs Maryland
     Phone: 301 763 8000 x7253
     Email: hendrik.tolman@noaa.gov
or
     John F. Kuhn
     NWS Office of Science and Technology
     1325 East West highway
     Silver Spring Maryland
     Phone: 301 713 3557 x184  
     Email: john.f.kuhn@noaa.gov
For questions about NOAAPORT activation, please contact:
     Dave Niver
     NWS Office of Science and Technology
     Silver Spring Maryland
     Phone: 301 713 0211 x180  
     Email: dave.niver@noaa.gov
NWS technical implementation notices are online at: 
     http://www.weather.gov/os/notif.htm
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