General Explanation of Implementation Schedule

Updated: January 30, 2008
Introduction.  Several key National Weather Service (NWS) hydrologic products underwent significant changes during 2006 and 2007.  These changes can be summarized as imple​mentation of a new segmented format and Valid Time Event Code (VTEC) in both point-specific and areal products.  Significant progress has been made and most products now use VTEC.  However, for reasons explained below, the plan for VTEC implementation in a few event-based hydrologic products has been extended into the first part of 2008.
Product Segmentation -
Flood Warnings for Forecast Points

Areal Flood Warnings

Areal Flood Advisories

The NWS has 122 weather forecast offices (WFO).  Since the first half of 2006, all WFOs have been issuing areal flood warnings, areal flood advisories, and flood warnings for forecast points in a segmented format.  Note: flash flood statements (the follow-up product for flash flood warnings) have been segmented since December, 2004.
VTEC Implementation -

Flood Warnings for Forecast Points

Flood Watches for Forecast Points

Flood Advisories for Forecast Points

Since July 17, 2007, all WFOs have been issuing flood warnings, watches, and advisories for forecast points with operational VTEC.  Note: areal flood watches already had operational VTEC since winter of 2005.
VTEC Implementation -
Flash Flood Warnings
Flash Flood Statements

Since September 25, 2007, all WFOs have been issuing flash flood warnings and follow-up flash flood statements with operational VTEC (Product Class O).  Note: flash flood watches already had operational VTEC since winter of 2005.

VTEC Implementation -
Areal Flood Warnings
Areal Flood Advisories

Schedule Update.  During the spring/summer 2007 risk reduction activity, a few problems were uncovered in the product issuance applications with regard to areal flood products – i.e., areal flood warnings, flood statements – follow-up to areal flood warnings, and areal flood advisories.  Most problems centered on incorrect incrementing of event tracking numbers (ETN) in these products.  Problems were deemed significant enough to warrant a delay in operational implementation until several short-term application fixes and a more comprehensive software fix could be implemented in early 2008.  The short term fixes allowed the 23 previously mentioned WFOs to continue issuing areal flood products with experimental VTEC when flooding conditions warrant.
Early 2008 Implementation.  During winter and early spring of 2008, the 23 WFOs participating in the previous risk reduction activity will continue issuing areal flood products with experimental VTEC.  As the new software which correctly increments ETNs is installed over a period of several weeks at all WFOs, additional WFOs may begin issuing areal flood products with experimental VTEC.
National Implementation.  VTEC will become operational in areal flood warnings, flood statements – follow-up to areal flood warnings, and areal flood advisories issued by all 122 WFOs on April 17, 2008.  All event-based, point and areal flood products issued by the NWS will then be incorporating VTEC.
