TO11 Warngen/GFE TIM

February 26-27, 2009

Attendees: Shannon White (SME) and Ronla Henry (AWIPS Program Representative)

Input from Shannon White –

For this 1.5 day TIM, I focused on lingering WarnGen issues for TO11 and GFE issues found during TO10 DT as well as TO11 development such as ISC and service backup. 

I spent much of the first day meeting with Brent Woodle on warnGen issues. First off, I was very pleased to see the warnGen button in CAVE is now yellow and the polygon is white. He has also addressed some of the other issues from TO10 DT such as when the EXP option appears. 
I was able to test on the current build of warnGen and found some additional items:

1) Clicking restart should re-center the trackball, returning the CAVE workspace to where it was when warnGen was started.

2) Using the right mouse to add or remove counties should not result in an automatic redraw of the polygon. The polygon should only be visibly redrawn when the forecaster selects a redraw option. 

The way warnGen works in AWIPS I is the polygon stays as-is when MB3 is used so that another MB3 can add that part of the polygon back in. Examples of this functionality can be seen in the training video “WarnGen Changes in OB8.1” in the chapter Right-click changes. 

3) WarnGen should start left justified. It currently pops up in the middle of the CAVE display. This has been written up previously.

4) WarnGen window should always be on top. This is a system setting, but needs to be made. This also has been raised in prior TOs.

5) The way test/practice mode works is problematic. It should be workstation-dependent to prevent the accidental issuance of a product. A meeting is likely needed to explain the reason behind the current AWIPS I design. This may be able to be addressed in future TIMs. 

Brent and I also covered a few customization items. In AWIPS II, there will be two files for each product, a cfg and a vm. The cfg file covers the items that appear in the warnGen interface while the vm file covers the product content. So the cfg file is read when a specific template is chosen in warnGen while the vm file is read when Create Text is chosen. With this design, sites can modify templates and no restart of warnGen or CAVE is needed. This is similar to the current GFE text formatter paradigm. 

I then worked with Warren Dougherty, one of the GFE developers. He is working on the contour tool for TO11 and the progress is slow. I took an action to query the regions/field on the use of the contour tool and whether anyone is wedded to the current schema. More recent ones are available. Also, with the development issues, I recommended a GSD GFE developer be brought in for a TIM (Tom or Mike, most likely). Ronla will need to investigate the feasibility of such a TIM.

Ronla and I were briefed on the new map infrastructure. All of the maps were brought under one common menu. Some of these items should be vetted through the regions to determine the best map name to appear in the menu. But overall, the new scheme should be beneficial as it will ensure all maps are the same regardless of app and will make the zoom and pan work faster and more efficiently.

At the end of the first day, Ronla and I were introduced to all of the AWIPS II developers who described what they worked on in TO10 and what they are slated to tackle in 11.   

On the second day, we had a group meeting on the various TO10 issues I wrote up from the DT, including demonstrating one of the more serious GFE issues. With another of the GFE DT issues on which files should be editable, I took an action to provide Nate with a list of files that should be locked (e.g. AreaFcst, CWF). This brought up the issue of customization. Currently in AWIPS, a focal point logs into AWIPS as his/her user. They then change users to fxa or ifps to do application customization. But with GFE interface changes, the FP needs to log into GFE as SITE. It would be nice to leverage the new infrastructure to assist in keeping files secure. In AWIPS II, maybe having the FP log into AWIPS as the superuser (awips?) then all mods will go in the SITE- level and certain files will become editable as they did for fxa or ifps. And GFE will be started as this user which works as SITE did previously. In this design, individual users would not be able to modify certain system files (formatters, for example). It also prevents a FP from accidentally editing files as their user instead of the superuser which will allow the mods to be seen by all. This would need to be vetted through the regions ASAP.

Then we moved on to ISC and service backup. I described how ISC works to the best of my ability. I showed them the webpages I created for ISC training/information http://www.weather.gov/os/vtec#NWS contains nearly all of my training pages for GFE and warnGen. 

Once the discussion turned to service backup, the way it works today was explained. But with the new architecture, a new approach makes more sense. While the ability to only backup application such as warnGen and GFE is needed, backup would work much better if it were system-wide. In that instance, a new EDEX server would run as the site being backed up. Then CAVE would be started as the other site and all perspectives would be for the backed-up site. Again, this idea needs to be vetted through the regions.

Action Summary:
1. Determine how software problems identified during TIM are being tracked within Raytheon’s DR database (Henry, Due Date: 4/17)

2. Determine if a “mini-TIM” is needed to describe test/practice mode within AWIPS I (Henry, Due Date: 4/17)

3. Query the regions/field on the use of the contour tool and whether anyone is wedded to the current schema (White, Due Date: ?)

4. Investigate inclusion of GSD GFE developer in a future GFE/IFPS TIM (Henry/Brown-Leigh, Due Date: 4/24)

5. Provide Nate (Raytheon Developer) with a list of GFE files that should be locked (e.g. AreaFcst, CWF) (White, Due Date: ??)
6. Determine how/whether to vet GFE customization concept via the regions (Henry/Mandel, Due Date: ???)
7. Determine how/whether to vetted new Service Backup concept via the regions (Henry/Mandel, Due Date: ???)

