NWS Forecast Uncertainty Steering Team

December 5, 2007 Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

Paul Hirschberg

Doug Hilderbrand
Andrea Bleistein

Lee Anderson

John Gaynor
Tom Hamill

Ken Johnson

Dave Novak

Chris Maier

Bernard Meisner

Andy Wood

Paul Schultz

David Bright

Carven Scott

Topics and Summary:

1) Approval of Minutes – N/A
2) Action Items:
· ACTION: Please forward your ideas for “low-hanging fruit” to A. Bleistein (All)
· ACTION:  Provide Doug with list of current uncertainty forecast (UF) related activities (All, Past Due) –  submitted by OHD, OST, NCEP, EMP, OCWWS, OAR, ER, SR have submitted

3) New Business
· NWS research priorities for OAR discussion
· Tom Hamill to take lead in forming a subgroup to develop a high-level list of research priorities
· Mechanisms

· Collaborate with Uncertainty Steering Team and ACUF

· Science priorities document – Sam Contorno – identifies science gaps and Forecast Uncertainty is a category

· PPBES

· Processes

· Revitalize the STIP

· Use as a model for briefings, etc…


· Address transition and funding issues between OAR and NWS

· OAR Senior Research Council – an opportunity for focus on a particular topic

· Initial ideas:

· Ensemble under-dispersion problems – D. Novak

· Visualization aspects for AWIPS – D. Novak

· Climate? – J. Gaynor

· Working with users? – B. Meisner

· Event-based ensemble verification – D. Novak

· NURO survey results – detailed responses might give other initial ideas

4) Old Business

· NURO Update (L. Anderson)
· NURO Report almost complete – still some editing

· P. Hirschberg will review final draft for Corporate Board and use as a model for context of Uncertainty Steering Team and ACUF coordination

· NURO will present findings at the NCEP Review on 12/12

· Training requirements for NSTEP process

· Deadline for FY09 coming in late Jan/Feb

· Actions need to be outlined for NSTEP deadline for near-term

· NWS Uncertainty Products Team (D. Hilderbrand)

· Matt Peroutka outlined an operational concept for the NDGD display of forecast uncertainty information
· OSIP Project 07-040 IWT is developing a CONOPs

· Jan/Feb Gate 2 date will be scheduled

· ACUF Update (P. Hirschberg)
· ACUF Co-leads are meeting on Dec 18th to coordinate groups and plans
· ACUF Town Hall is scheduled for Jan 23rd
· ACUF members meeting at AMS on Jan 23rd


5) Announcements:
6)  Next Meeting:  Wednesday, Jan 16th, 11:00 am-1:00 pm EST
Topic(s): 
1. Ken Mylne from UKMet Office on the lessons learned about communicating uncertainty information to the public followed by discussion.
