NWS Forecast Uncertainty Steering Team

January 16, 2008 Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

Paul Hirschberg

Doug Hilderbrand
Andrea Bleistein

Lee Anderson

Tom Hamill

Ken Johnson

Dave Novak

Bernard Meisner

Brian Motta

John Schaake

John Sokich

Zoltan Toth

Jeff Osiensky
Brad Coleman

Topics and Summary:

1) Approval of Minutes – N/A
2) Action Items:
· ACTION: Please forward your ideas for “low-hanging fruit” to A. Bleistein (All)
· ACTION:  Provide Doug with list of current uncertainty forecast (UF) related activities (All, Past Due) –  submitted by OHD, OST, NCEP, EMP, OCWWS, OAR, ER, SR have submitted

3) New Business
· OSIP Statement of Need (D. Hilderbrand) – 08-003
· Expressing Uncertainty Information on NWS Forecast Pages

· Still being drafted/edited but we will post to NFUSE homepage for your review



4) Old Business

· ACUF Update (P. Hirschberg) 

· ACUF Town Hall at the AMS Annual Meeting Overview/Discussion
· Jack Hayes commented on Forecast Uncertainty throughout AMS (i.e. during his IIPS presentation) and also at the ACUF Town Hall

· Need to identify a NOAA project manager

· Notes will be posted to the NFUSE site

· Concern that THORPEX is included in ACUF

· Overall comments at Town Hall were positive

· Paul stressed that we are not to put a plan together for plan’s sake! – we have many solutions that we can do now

· Should the ACUF put together a document of consensus? – something to help enterprise community prioritize

· Goals need to be specific but with community consensus in order for support on the Hill – not just NWS
· Concern that we are not just addressing probability – we need to address expression of uncertainty

· What is the role of NFUSE now?

· OSIP

· Project manager and science committee (NFUSE) and exec. Oversight group

· NWA participation in ACUF will be needed


· COMET submitted proposal to NSTEP last year regarding developing training on uncertainty

· Andrea is looking to see how the NSTEP process is going to change this year.

· What is the role of the forecaster?

· We need some sort of CONOPS
· What are the conflicts with the private sector?



· OSIP projects (D. Hilderbrand)
· Project 07-040 – NDFD Discussion
· IWT is working with MDL to develop NDGD

· OHD rep needed

· Still need to look in getting uncertainty information into NDFD

· This will be challenging – how do we get to that point?

· Investment in IFPS to support probabilistic/uncertainty environment is needed

· Mike Brennan (NCEP) is working on a project to test experimental products involving uncertainty with HPC's Alaska Desk and Josh Scheck



5) Announcements:
6)  Next Meeting:  Wednesday, Feb 13th, 2:30 pm-4:00 pm EST
Topic(s): 
